Unit-1B

v POEM - MY
MOTHER

LEARNING OUTCOME

e Recites poems with appropriate pause and intonation.
e Infers the meaning of unfamiliar words.

e Answers textual questions.

e Learn rhyming words.

AIRI3A
Central Idea/Theme - Hailing from a very poor family, his mother made many sacrifices to raise the children.

Hence Kalam has written poems depicting his mother’s pain. In this poem, he describes how much care he has
received from his mother. The lines are taken from the narrative essay, "My Mother".

About the Poet- Dr. A.P.J.Abdul Kalam (October 15,1931- July 27,2015) was the 11th President of India. He
was known as the, Missile Man of India for his work in the field of rocket science. As a poet and author he has
inspired everyone, especially children. Try to find and read his autobiography too.

SUMMARY

In the poem, he describes how much he loved his mother. The poet recalls the places like sea waves, golden
sand, pilgrims faith, Rameshwaram, Mosque street in his childhood days. The feeling of the poet for his mother
is she transformed into pious strength with kneeling and bowing five times for Grace of the Almighty. The poet
mentions his mother’s caring hands ‘when at midnight | woke up with tears falling on my knee, my mother
caring me with her hands and tenderly removing the pain. His mother gave him constant hope and strength in
times of need and she was the only source of encouragement to him. The author remembers that all that he is
today is because of his mother. The courage and perseverance that he possesses has been bestowed on him only
by his mother. And finally the author hopes that he meets once again on the great judgment day.
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PARAPHRASING

Sea waves, golden sand, pilgrims' faith,

Rameshwaram Mosque Street, all merge, into one,

My Mother!

You come to me like heaven’s caring arms.

| remember the war days when life was challenge and toil
Miles to walk, hours before sunrise,

Walking to take lessons from the saintly teacher near the temple,.
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[ Words Meaning ]

sea waves (?ﬂ a'RT) - Y% aﬁaﬁ,
golden sand (Tﬁ@:[ﬁi%’)

:
;

pilgrims (freriia) _ dRRmET,
Mosque ( HI%h) - Hie,
merge (Vo) - IR,
saintly (dvcef) - g SN/ ot |
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Short Answer Type Questions:-
1. Inthe poem, which places of childhood days does the poet recall?

Ans.  The poet recalls the school near the temple, waves and golden sands of Rameshwaram.
Mosque street, Arab teaching school, sandy hills and railway Station.

2. What are the feelings of the poet for his mother?
Ans.  The poet says that all the credit for his successful life goes to his mother.
3. " You come to me like----------"--- "before sunrise.
(@) Inthe above lines, who are ‘You’ and ‘me’?
Ans.  ‘You’ refers to the poet’s mother and ‘me’ refers to the poet.
(b)  Mention two things that made the poet’s life difficult.
Ans.  World war and travelling long distances made the poet's life difficult.
(c) Early morning, why did the poet have to walk so much?

Ans.  The poet had to walk so much early morning to take lesson from the saintly teacher near the
temple.

PARAPHRASING

Again miles to the Arab teaching school,

Climb sandy hills to Railway Station Road,

Collect, distribute newspapers to temple city citizens,
Few hours after sunrise, going to school.

Evening, business time before study at night.

All this pain of a young boy,

My Mother you transformed into pious strength
With kneeling and bowing five times

For the Grace of the Almighty only, My Mother.

Your strong piety is your children’s strength,

You always shared your best with whoever needed the most

You always gave, and gave with faith in Him.
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[ Words Meaning J

sandy ('\ﬁ*él) - Eﬂqaﬁ 37,
transformed (STTHIFS) - wUidRa &< ,

pious (d13F) - Ufa,
kneeling (el - S84 ¥ /ge 2o,
bowing (d1E7) - YHFX,
piety () feaw wfim / entueraa,
strength (F¢+2))-dTdhd |

Short Answer Type Questions:-

Answer the questions after reading the lines:-

All this pain-----------=-===-=--—--- " bowing five times.
a. Whois the young boy?
Ans.  Dr. A. P.J. Abdul Kalam is the young boy.
b. What pain is he talking about?

Ans. The boy is talking about the pain of leading a difficult life.
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c.  What was the pain transformed into?
Ans.  The pain transformed into strength.
D. Whatis the meaning of ‘kneeling “ and * bowing’ five times?

Ans. 'Kneeling' and ‘bowing five times’ is a way of praying to God in the Muslim custom.

PARAPHRASING:-

| still remember the day when | was ten,
Sleeping on your lap to the envy of my elder brothers and sisters.
It was full moon night, my word only you knew
Mother! My Mother!

When at mid-night | woke with tears falling on my knee
You knew the pain of your child, My Mother.

Your caring hands, tenderly removing the pain

Your love, your care, your faith gave me strength

To face the world without fear and with His strength.

We will meet again on the great Judgment Day,

My Mother!
MEANING IN HINDI :
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[ Words Meaning ]

envy (Q*_cﬁ) - ST, é’Qﬁ ,
lap (a-q) - TﬁH )
tears (@'&?ﬁ)—i’aﬁ?j; ,

knee (-11) eI,
caring (PIRM)- THGYT,
tenderly (CS¥ell) - IR X,

great judgment day (I SToHE B)- BIAHT & S, T & o

Short Answer Type Questions:-

1.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Why were the elder brothers and sisters envious of the poet?

The elder brothers and sisters were envious of the poet as he was getting extra attention, love
and care from his mother.

When does the child say that he will meet his mother again?

The poet has written the poem after the death of his mother. According to him, he will meet
his mother again on the great judgment day.

Explain- * The great judgment day *.

It means- the end of the world.

TEXTUAL QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:-

1.

Ans.

Which places of his childhood days does the poet recall in the poem?
The places of his childhood day, the poet recalls the school near the temple, waves and golden

sounds of Rameshwaream Mosque street; Arab teaching school, sandy hills and railway
station.
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2. Canyou guess the child’s daily routine from the poem? Write it.

Ans. The child wakes up before sunrise, walks to take lessons from the saintly teacher near the
temple. again he walks miles to Arab teaching school, climbs sandy hills to Railway Station Road
to collect and distribute newspapers to temple city citizens and he studies before the night.

3.  What are the feelings of the poet for his mother?

Ans.  The Poets mother transformed him into pious strength by kneeling and bowing five times for
Grace of the Almighty.

4. What does the child mention about his mother’s caring hands‘?
Ans.  The child says that his mother came to him. like heaven's caring arms.
5.  When does the child say that he will meet again?

Ans.  The child says that he will meet again on the great judgemental day.

1. Complete the lines using the words given in the brackets :

(closely, mother, sacrifices, depicting, pains)

at many times. Ans-closely,mother,sacrifices,depicting, pains.

2. Match the following words with their meaning :

a. pilgrim i.  very holy or virtuous

b. mosque ii. feeling of hatred/ jealous

c. pious iii. apersonwho travels a long way to a religious place.
d. envy iv.  abuilding where Muslims meet and pray.

e. saintly v.  having or showing a deep belief in religion.

Ans. a.iii, b.iv, c.v, d.ii, e.i

LET’S WRITE

1. Your feelings for your mother or the person you think are blessings for you.(Write in 50 words).

2. What do you know about A.P.J.Abdul Kalam as a scientist?
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