4  POEM- DAFFODILS

LEARNING OUTCOME

e Reads poems, compares, contrasts, thinks critically and relates ideas to life.
e Refers to a dictionary.

e Writes answers to textual questions.

ARIRA

Theme- The themes of this poem are nature and humanity. The speaker is symbol of humanity and the Daffodils
are the symbol of Nature. In the poem, humanity is a part of nature and humans have a strong bond with nature.

About the poet- William Wordsworth was an English Romantic poet. Daffodils is one of his noblest creations.
The poem ‘Daffodils ‘ was composed in the year 1802.

SUMMARY-

The title of the poem informs about the loneliness of the poet which he faces after the death of his brother. The
endless view of the golden Daffodils in a field across the lake filled him with joy. This view was the greatest gift to
him. The poet in this poem says that,once while,’ wandering like a cloud floating above hills and valleys’ he came
across a field of Daffodils beside a lake.The dancing, fluttering flowers stretched endlessly along the shore.

The golden daffodils twinkled and stretched in a continuous line just like stars in the Milky Way, indicating that
the flowers are as heavenly as the stars. The poet’s exaggeration of the number of flowers by saying, “ Ten
Thousand at a glance” indicates that he has never seen so many daffodils at a time. He says he stared and stared
but didn’t realize what wealth the scene would bring him for now. Whenever he feels ‘pensive’ the memory
strikes and he dances with daffodils.
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PARAPHRASING

| wander’d lonely as a cloud,

That floats on high o’er vales and hills,
When at once | saw a crowd,

A host of golden daffodils;

Beside the lake beneath the trees,

Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.
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[Words Meaning ]

wander (dI-sY) -HC h I,

float (FeAlS) - T8I,

Vales (Wed) Valley - HICT,

crowd (pT33) - s,

beside ([SHT8S) - 97 4, T4 H,
host (BI¥C) - IS1 =T 4,

beneath (§72) - & I,

fluttering (FeTeR) - ATTTHT DRI

A. Questions & Answers:-
1.  What was the poet doing?
Ans. The poet was wanderiing alone in the contryside.
2. What did he see?
Ans. He saw a host of golden daffodils while he was wandering.
3. Where did he see them?

Ans. He saw them beside the lake, beneath the trees.
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4. How many daffodils does the poet say that he saw at a glance?

Ans. The poet says that he saw ten thousand daffodils at a glance.

B. Read the poem carefully and choose the correct answer:
1. What colour are the daffodils?
(a) red (b) silver
(c)  golden
Ans. (c) golden
2.  Who wandered lonely as a cloud?
(@) | (b) You
(c) the poet
Ans. (c) the poet
3. The poet saw a crowd of-
(a) People (b) Children
(c) daffodils
Ans.  (c) daffodils
4. Where were the daffodils fluttering and dancing?
(a) beside the river (b) beneath the trees
(c) onthe mountain
Ans. (b) beneath the trees
5. The poet’s heart was filled with-------- at the sight of the daffodils.
(a) pain (b) happiness
(c) surprise

Ans. (b) happiness
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PARAPHRASING

Continuous as the stars that shine,
And twinkle on the Milky Way,
They stretched in never ending line,
Along the margin of a bay,

Ten Thousand saw | at a glance,

Tossing their heads in sprightly dance.

Meaning in Hindi:- Bfd & AR I SR oFehd gU RIARI & FAM g & SIAT b 3fTehTer T 3 ’7d
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[Words Meaning ]

twinkle (Sfdehel) - THHI,
Milky Way - 3IThT9T T[T,

stretched - thall gal,

at a glance (VT 3 71=Y) - U <ok H,
tossing (SN RIR fEfTe 8,

sprightly dance (BITSCell ST) - SO BIBR g DR

JEPC Reference Book for Free Distribution : 2022-23 37




A. Questions & Answers:-

1.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

What does the poet compare daffodils to? And why?

The poet compares the daffodils to the stars that shine and twinkle in the Milky sky. The poet
makes such a comparison because to him, the daffodils seemed to grow in never ending lines

like the stars in the galaxy.

What does the poet compare them to?

The poet compares them to the galaxy of innumerable stars in the sky.

Why does he do so?

The glowing daffodils sparkling in the sunlight, were stretched along the bay. This appeared like

twinkling stars in the sky for the poet.

B. Read the poem carefully and choose the correct answer:

1.

(a)
(c)

Ans.

(a)
()

Ans.

The poet compares the daffodils with what in above lines?
moon (b) sun

stars

(c) stars

The word ‘twinkle’ means:-

dim (b) happy

shine

(c) shine

How does the poet feel when he saw daffodils?
happy (b) sad

surprise

(c)  happy
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PARAPHRASING :

The waves beside them danced; but they
Out-did the sparkling waves in glee,

A poet could not but be gay,

In such a jocund company,

| gazed and gazed but little thought,

What wealth the show to me had brought;
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[Words Meaning ]

glee (Tall) - Sl TA=Tdl

gaze (AI9)) - U Th ]

solitude (AIfISYs) - Shell
bliss ( &ii¥) - Teit

glee (Tall) - Seal™, UA=Tdl

gaze (AI9)) - U Th oG]
solitude (AITICYS) - Ahall
bliss ( &fi¥) - g

jocund (STH=S) - et

gay () - el

wealth (40 - GITHT
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Short Answer Type Questions

1.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Why does it appear that waves and the Daffodils are competing?

When the poet saw the daffodils they appeared to be tossing their head in sprightly dance. The
waves in the bay beside which the daffodils grew also appeared to be moving in a joyful dance.
Moreover, he felt that the movement of the daffodils was better than that of the sparkling
waves.

Explain- ‘Out-did the sparkling waves".

The poet says that there were waves which were dancing in the lake but were no match for the
waves of daffodils rippling in the breeze. The joyful dance of daffodils was a way better than
theirs.

Describe the poet’s thought on seeing the daffodils.

The poet felt that one cannot be anything but happy in the company of the cheerful daffodils.
The beautiful daffodils filled his heart with joy.

What is the ‘wealth’ the poet gained?

The wealth that the poet gained from the daffodils were the wealth of happiness that fills his
heart when he thinks of daffodils.

PARAPHRASING :

For oft, when on my couch | lie,

In vacant or in pensive mood,

They flash upon that inward eye,

Which is the bliss of solitude,

And then my heart with pleasure fills,

And dances with the daffodils.

Meaning in Hindi:- Bfd 518 B4 AT el SERIA 3104 fIwaR TR ofeT Y8dT © 3R 319+ 3ifaf &l 9 dxal
g I 92 I8 A9 HIg oHarel g3 iR 9 s o7 o 2| ahid # We SEaT 79 ardfdd g
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[Words Meaning ]

couch (B139) - fowR,
vacant (W) - ETefl,
pensive (Uf~Fd) - SR,
bliss ( &{1¥) - g,
solitude (@Fﬂﬁﬂ?ﬂ - 3[chel,
pleasure - @ﬂ)

Short Answer Type Questions :

1.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

What do they flash upon the poet’s inward eye?

The scene of the daffodils flash upon the poet’s inward eye when he lies on his couch in a
pensive mood.

Give the synonym of the words, bliss’.
pleasures.
What does the poet mean by ‘Out-did the sparkling waves in glee?

Though the waves gushed . No comparison to the beauty of the sprightly tossing of the flowers
that were stretched along the sides of the river.

TEXTUAL QUESTIONS

Answer the following questions:-

1.
Ans.

2.
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Who wandered like a lonely cloud and where?
The poet wandered like a lonely cloud along the countryside.

What were the daffodils and what were they doing?




Ans. The daffodils were beside the lake and beneath the trees. They were fluttering and dancing
in the breeze.

3.  What has been compared to the stars and why?

Ans. Daffodils have been compared to the stars because when the flowers blooms and dances in
the breeze they look like the twinkling of stars.

4. Describe in your own words the poet’s feeling when he sees the host of golden daffodils?

Ans. The poet felt that one cannot be anything but happy in the company of the cheerful daffodils.
The beautiful daffodils filled his heart with joy.

5.  What happens to the poet when he is sometimes in a pensive mood?

Ans.  Whenever he is in a pensive mood, the memory strikes that inward eye that is the bliss of
solitude and his heart fills with pleasures.

Creativity :

Compose a poem on Nature as; river, trees, water. Recite them properly.
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