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Robert W. Peterson was an American
newspaper writer who later became a
freelance author of magazine articles
and books, especially on the topics of
sports and Scouting. He was raised
in  Warren, Pennsylvania, Peterson
played baseball while attending Upsala
College. He was a writer and editor
with the old New York World-Telegram
newspaper, which folded in 1966.
Peterson’s book. The Boy Scouts: An
American Adventure, was written in
1984 on the eve of the 75th anniversary
of the Boy Scouts of America.

The chapter “The Making of a Scientist”
is a biographical sketch of a renowned
scientist, Richard H. Ebright. Richard
Ebright was very close to her mother,
and she plays a key role in developing
his interest in science. He began his
journey by collecting butterflies. He
later researched the significance of the
gold spots on monarch butterfly pupae.
It was his fascination for butterflies that
opened the world of science to him.
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* Ebright, the only child of his parents,
grew up in Reading, Pennsylvania.
As he did not have much company in
this place, he started taking interest
in collecting rocks, fossils and coins.

* His mother understood her son’s
aspirations and encouraged him in
his learning

His mother would take him on trips,
buy him a telescope, microscope,
cameras, mounting materials, and
other materials required for learning.

* When he was in second grade,
he had collected all twenty-five
species of butterfly found around his
hometown.

* His mother brought him a book
named ‘The Travels of Monarch X'.
The book told him how the monarch
butterflies migrate to Central
America.

e The Travels of Monarch X

i N

T he Travels of =
- MONARCH

By ROSS E. HUTCHINS

: ‘Ill;:é;‘;‘ated Z;Jerome P, Connolly

* |t was written by Dr. Fredrich
Unquhart of the University of Toronto,
Canada.

* The book is about how butterflies

migrate to central America
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* For Ebright this book opened the
world of science for him.

* For his eighth grade project Ebright
tried to find the cause of a viral
disease that kills nearly all monarch
caterpillars every few years.

* Thenextyearhemadeanexperiment
to show that the viceroy butterflies
copied monarchs. His project got
the first prize in the zoology division
and third in the country science fair.

* Richard Ebright's study in his
second year of high school led to the
discovery of an unidentified insect
hormone and his novel idea on the
lives of cells. This project won first
place for zoology at the international
fair.

* He got the chance to work at the
entomology laboratory of the Walter
Reed Army Institute of Research.

* Whilestudyingthe X-ray photographs
of the hormone, he discovered how
the cell could read the blueprint of
its DNA.

* He graduated from Harvard with the
highest honors. Ebright has all the
qualities of a good scientist.He had
an intelligent brain, high curiosity
and desire to win and compete.
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7. He discovered
how the cell could
read the blueprints
of DNA.

6.” Viceroy butterflies
copied Monarchs’
project got him first
prize in zoology.

q. story of a young 6 His mother brought\
and bright scientist 2.Born and in for him Telescope,
named Richard H. pennsylvania. microscope, cameras
@bright. and mounting
\materials. )

MIND MAPS

C1. Got the book\

The Travels of
Monarch X by.
Dr. Friedrich
Unquhart .
o

J

5. collected twenty
five species of
butterflies at his
2nd grade.
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Former having previously been a particular thing. W
Astronomer an expert in or student of astronomy. et By
Migrations seasonal movement of animals from one T T
region to another.
Admi d with t l. .
mire regard with respect or warm approva i
Copy imitate iR
Determination  firmness of purpose = i
Entomology science dealing with insects G
Excited ecstatic S
Fossils the remains or impression of a prehistoric f N
plant or animal embedded in rocks.
Pupa early stage of a butterfly
=g
Tedious too long, slow, tiresome or monotonous.
Zoology the scientific study of the behavior, structure, 1
physiology, and distribution of animals.
(c) will to win
1. “It was his fascination for (d) all of them
that opened the world of science
to him.” Ans. (D)
3. How many gold spots were
t b) d
(@) cats (b) dogs there on a Monarch pupa?
c) birds d) butterflies
(©) (d) (a) 10 (b) 15
Ans. (D
(D) (c) 1 (d) 12
2. Wha’;qualities did Richard pos- Ans. (D)
sess”
4, At the age of —— Richard H

(a) inquisitive

(b) intelligent
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Ebright surprised the world by
explaining the theory on how
cells work.



Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

(@) 22 (b) 15
(c) 32 (d) 20
(A)

Which butterlies were not eaten
by birds?

(a) viceroy

(b) monarch

(c) all of the above
(d) none of the above
(B)

Who is the writer of the story
“The Making of a Scientist”?

A) HG Wells

B) Robert W. Peterson

C) Ruskin Bond

D) Guy De Maupassant

(B)

How did his mother help him?
A) took him on trips

B) bought him telescopes and
microscopes

C) encouraged him to learn

D) allof the above

(B)

is the blueprint for life”

A) cells

Ans.

Ans.

10.

Ans.

11.

Ans.

B) DNA

C) both of these

D) none of the above
(B)

Where did he graduate from?

A) Oxford
B) Yale
C) Harvard

D) none of the above
(C)

Which book did his mother give
him?

A) . Travels of Monarch X
B) Travels of Viceroy X

C) Travels of Viceroy Y

D) Travels of Monarch X
(A)

Where did Richard grow up?

A) Pennsylvania

B) Chicago
C) New York
D) London
(A)
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Ans.

2.

How did a book become a turning
point in Richard Ebright’s life ?

Thebook ‘The Travels of Monarch
X opened the world of science
for Richard. After reading it he
became interested in tracking
the migration of butterflies. This
interest led to his other projects
and experiments. Finally, he
became a great scientist.

How did his mother help him?

Ans. Richard’s mother proved to be a

great help. She took him on trips
and bought scientific equipment
for him. She spent all her time
setting up challenges for him.
This helped him to learn a lot.
She presented him with the book
‘The Travels of Monarch X'. The
book changes Richard’s life
forever.

What experiments and projects
does he then undertake?

Ans. He experiments to find out what

Ans.

causes the viral disease that kills
nearly all monarch caterpillars.
He undertakes a project to test
the theory that viceroy butterflies
copy monarchs to survive.

What lesson does Ebright learn
when he does not win anything
at a science fair?

Ebright learns a lesson that
the real experiments would win
him a prize. It was not simply a
neat display of things. The real
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Ans.

Ans.

experiments showed things
clearly and proved the point. The
subject he knew was about insect
work. He had been carrying this
work in the past several years.

How did ‘The Travels of Monarch
X’ prove a turning point in his
life?

Richard was bored with collecting
butterflies. At this time, his
mother got the book “The Travels
of Monarch X' for. him. After
reading the book, he studied
the migration of butterflies and it
opened the world of science to
him.

Richard’s mother had a great
influence on him. Discuss. Or
Discuss the role of Ebright's
mother in making him a scientist.

Richard’s mother played a
huge role in making him a great
scientist. She would take him
on trips to encourage learning.
He was a single child. After his
father died, his mother made him
the focus of her life. She would
buy him all kinds of microscopes,
telescopes and other equipment.
After dinner, she gave him
problems to solve. This helped
Richard to learn a lot. She was his
only companion for a long time. It
was his mother who got him the
book ‘The Travels of Monarch
X'. This book opened the world
of science for Richard. She also
wrote to Dr Urquhart to guide
her son. The scientist helped



Ans.

Richard and guided him. Thus,
his mother actually shaped him
into an extraordinary scientist.

Dr Urquhart contributed
significantly to Ebright's growth
as a scientist. Explain

Richard had become bored with
collecting butterflies. His mother
got him a book on the migration
of butterflies. Richard came in
contact with Dr Urquhart through
the book. Dr Urquhart directed
him to study the migration pattern
of butterflies.

When he did not win any prize in
the science fair in seventh grade,

he again wrote to Dr Urquhart to
guide him. The scientist gave
him many suggestions for new
experiments. Richard performed
these experiments throughout
his high school and won many
prizes. Later, he worked on
why bright spots are found on a
monarch pupa, motivated by Dr
Urquhart. It led to the discovery
of a new hormone. The discovery
of this new hormone further led to
an important theory. The theory
was about how cells read their
DNA. In this way«Dr Urquhart
proved to be his true mentor.
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