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1. The Bodhi Tree (Tree of Wisdom)-
The Peepal Tree where Siddharta
sat for seven days and attained the
utmost enlightenment. The tree is
represented as having leaves in the
shape of a heart. The tree is also
seen as a metaphor for the journey to
enlightenment.

2. Buddha- A person who has attained
full enlightenment.The title was given
to the founder of Buddhism, Siddartha
Gautama after he attained Bodhi, the
ultimate knowledge.

3. City of Benares- Currently known as
Varanasi, a city on the Ganges river in
northern India that has a central place
in pilgrimage, death, and mourning in
the Hindu world.
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4. The River Ganges- A major river
in India which has great cultural,
religeous and historical significance .

5. Earthen vessels- These vessels
were heat-resistant and were used
for cooking and for boiling clothes.An
earthen vessel can be broken anytime
like the life mortals.

1.Gautama Buddha- Gautama Buddha
was yogi and a religious teacher of the
Indian subcontinent.He lived in the
latter half of the first millennium BCE
(563 B.C. — 483 B.C.) . According
to this story he began his life as a
prince named Siddhartha Gautama,
in northern India. At twelve, he was
sent away for schooling in the Hindu
sacred scriptures and four years later
he returned home to marry a princess.
They had a son and lived for ten years
as befitted royalty. At about the age
of twenty-five, the Prince, heretofore
shielded from the sufferings of the
world, while out hunting chanced upon
a sick man, then an aged man, then a
funeral procession, and finally a monk
begging for alms. These sights so
moved him that he at once went out
into the world to seek enlightenment
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concerning the sorrows he had
witnessed.
2.Kisa Gotami- In this story Kisa

Gotami is the second main character
and the first person whom Buddha
delivered his first sermon.

3.Kisa Gotami’s only son- He was
actually a dead child whom her mother
carried from one door to another with
the hope of finding some medicine to
revive his life.

4.The man who told Gotami to meet
Buddha- He met Gotami who was
carrying his dead child and finding
medicine to make him alive again.He
felt pity upon her and asked her to
meet Buddha.

5.People from the houses where
Gotami went to find mustard seeds as
per Buddha’s instruction- These people
pitied Gotami and gave her master
seeds.But when she asked, “Did a son
or daughter, a father or mother, die in
your family?” they answered her, “Alas!
The living are few, but the dead are
many. Do not remind us of our deepest
grief.”
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“The Sermon at Benares” describes
the life of Lord Buddha who was
originally born as a prince in the royal
family. But at the prime age of his youth
he left all the worldly pleasures behind
him and went in search of salvation.
Upon attaining ‘Bodhi’ he gave his first
sermon in the city of Benares.He made

a lady named Kisa Gotami realize that
men are mortal. He preached to her
that one should not get upset about
what is happening as it only increases
the sufferer’s pain and sorrows.

Gautama Buddha began his life as a
prince named Siddhartha Gautama,
in northern India. His childhood name
was Siddhartha Gautama. He was
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sent to a far away place to study Hindu
sacred scriptures at the age of twelve.
After four years he returned and got
married to a princess. Soon, they both
were blessed with a son and continued
to live the royal life for about ten years.

Then the day came when Siddhartha
realizedhowmuch painhad surrounded
his world and he was unaware of
it.One day on his way to hunt, he met
a very old and sick man. Then he saw
the arrangement of a funeral. He also
witnessed a monk looking for alms in
pain.These sights so moved him that
he at once went out into the world to
seek enlightenment concerning the
sorrows he had witnessed.

He wandered for seven years and
finally sat down under a peepal tree.
After seven days he was enlightened
and renamed the tree the Bodhi Tree
(Tree of Wisdom) .People also started
to call him Buddha.

Buddha gave his first'sermon in the
city of Benares to a lady named Kisa
Gotami .The lady was a grieving
mother who had just lost her son. She
was suffering from huge pain moving
from one house to the other to find
medicine to save her son.Someone
told her to meet Lord Buddha who
listened to her problem and asked
her to bring mustard seeds from a
house with no history of deaths. The
lady became hopeful and started to
look for a house where death has not
touched once. But as she continued
her search found that every family
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was suffering with the sorrow of death.
She became hopeless and returned to
Lord Buddha. Now she realized how
selfish she was to find a cure for his
son’s death when the entire world is
experiencing the same pain. She also
realized the reason why Lord Buddha
told her to find a house with no history
of death. She understood that men are
mortal and we would embrace death
when the time came.
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Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

The source of Sermon at Bena-
res is-

A. Values and Voices
B. The Truth of Life
C. Buddha,the Monk
D. None

(A)

Gautam Buddha began his life
as a-

A.  Monk B. Prince
C. Priest
(B)

The early name of Buddha was-

D. None

A. Ashoka

B. Kanishka

C. Siddharth Gautam
D. none of these

(C)

Buddha learned the sacred Hin-
du scriptures in -

A. his Palace

B. his school

C. his farmhouse

D. none of the above
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Ans.

(B)

5. On the day of hunting Buddha
Saw

A. Anold man
A funeral procession

C. A monk begging arms

All the above

Ans. (D)

6. Buddha wandered for___ Years
and finally sat down Under a
peepal tree.

A. Five B. Seven
C. Ten D. Two

Ans. (B)

7. Which was named as Bodhi
Tree after Buddha’s Enlighten-
ment?

A. A mango tree
B. Aneem tree
C. Anpeepaltree
D. None

Ans. (C)

8. Buddha got enlightenment after
how many days?

A. 20 B. 7
C. 5 D. 3
(B)

9. Why was Kisa Gotami sad?

Ans.
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Ans.

10.

Ans.

11.

Ans.

12.

Ans.

13.

A. Her only son had died.

B. herall property was snatched.
C. she was beaten up.

D. None of the Above

(A)

What did Kisa ask for to bring
her son back to life?

A. Food B. Medicine
C. Tea D. prayers
(B)

Where did Buddha preach his
first sermon?

A. Haridwar B. Benares
C.  Chennai
(B)

When was Budhha sent for
Schooling?

D. None

A. Atthe age of eight

B. Atthe age of ten

C. Atthe age of twelve
D. At the age of fourteen
(C)

Which seed did Buddha ask
Kisa to bring?

A. Mustard seeds
B. Pumpkin seeds
C. Sesame seeds
D

All of these



Ans.

14.

Ans.

15.

Ans.

1.

Ans.

Ans.

(A)

What was the condition imposed
upon the source of the seeds?

A. to be borrowed from a
woman

B. tobe borrowed from a man
C. bothAandB

D. none of the above

(D)

What did Kisa Gotami learn in
the end?

A. Loveis common
B. Death is common
C. Waris common

D. None of the Above
(B)

VER TYPI

What is a sermon? Is it different
from a lecture or a talk?

A sermon is a ‘spoken orwritten
address on a religious or moral
subject’. It is a serious talk. It is
different from a lecture or a talk.
It is because a lecture or a talk
can be on anything. A sermon
has to be on religion or a moral
subject.

When and where did Siddhartha
get enlightenment?

One day on his way to hunt,
Siddhartha saw a very old and

Ans.

Ans.

sick man; the arrangement of
a funeral and a monk looking
for alms in pain.These sights
so moved him that he at once
went out into the world to seek
enlightenment concerning the
sorrows he had witnessed.

He wandered for seven years and
finally sat down under a peepal
tree,where he vowed to stay
until he got enlightenment. After
seven days he got enlightened.

Why was Siddhartha known' as
the Buddha?

After wandering for seven years,
Siddhartha finally sat down under
a peepal tree, where he vowed to
stay until he got enlightenment.
He got enlightened after seven
days and he renamed the tree
the Bodhi Tree (Tree of Wisdom)
and began to teach and to share
his new understandings. At that
point he became to be known
as the Buddha (the Awakened
or the Enlightened).The Buddha
preached his first sermon at the
city of Benares, most holy of
the dipping places on the River
Ganges.

When her son dies, Kisa Gotami
goes from house to house. What
does she ask for? Does she get
it? Why not?

When Kisa Gotami’'s son died,
she went from house to house,
asking if she could get some
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No, she did not get it because her
child was dead and no medicine
could have brought him back to

life. own experience. Buddha knew
5. How did Buddha teach Gotami that Gotami would learn this
the truth of life? through her experience and not

through his words.
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VII.LONG ANSWER TYPE
QUESTION

1.  What message did Buddha’s first
sermon at Benares give?

Ans. Buddha's first sermon at
Benares reflects the Buddha's
wisdom about one inscrutable
kind of suffering. It taught the
world that death is inevitable and
surrendering all selfishness can
lead one to the path ofimmortality.
It also taught that in order to
obtain peace of mind, one will
have to draw out the arrow of
complaint, grief and lamentation.
Such a person would become
composed, would overcome all
sorrow and be blessed.

. WORD MEANINGS

1. Thrown- B faa
2. Despair- BE4E

3. Honey- Res

4. Ramparts- TR

5. Dye hair- Tl T
6. Brown- b

7. Carrot- NISAS

8. Despair- BRI

9. Religious- SHETY

Il. IMPORTANT NOTE
Ramparts- The surrounding

embankment of a fort, often including
any walls, parapets, walks, etc, that
are built on the bank_j

l1l. CHARACTERS

1. The speakers- The poem is in the
form of dialogues.Therefore,there are
two speakers.The first one we can
assume as the poet or anyone related
to anne- her friend,her lover or any
person she knows.

2. Anne Gregory- The poem on whom
the poem is addressed.She is a
beautiful woman with honey-coloured
hairs.Later from her conversation with
the speaker we come to know that she
is not only beautiful from the outside
but she possesses a beautiful soul
also.

3. Young men in despair- The lovers
of Anne Gregory who are attracted
by her beautiful appearance.They fall
into despair as their lady love Anne
Gregory does not accept their love.

IV. SUMMARY OF THE
POEM

William Butler Yeats wrote many love
poems. 'For Anne Gregory' is one of
the best and most beautiful poems by
him.Through this poem,the poet tells
us that the beauty of a person is not
his or her physical appearance but the
soul.
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At the beginning of the poem, the
poet tells us about a beautiful young
woman named Anne Gregory who has
very beautiful golden hairs.He praises
her honey coloured hairs but also
compares them to some ‘ramparts’ or
castles. Just as castles are protected
with impregnable boundary walls,Anne
Gregory’s inner qualities are hidden
under that shed of golden hairs
which makes impossible for anyone
to recognize her true beauty.So, the
poet urges her not to reject the young
man who confesses his love to her just
because he is attracted by her beautiful
appearance.

In the second stanza the lady, Anne
Gregory replies that she doesn’t want
someone to love her for external beauty
only.As for her beautiful hair, she says
that she can change it anytime from
golden to brown,black or orange. By
this, she actually means that her outer
beauty is temporary and changeable.
So, what really matter is her heart or
more specifically the soul where her
actual qualities lies.She does not want
to attract anyone by her inner beauty
but by her heart. This shows how a
beautiful girl wants someone to love
her based on her inner feelings and her
soul instead of her lovely yellow hair or
her body. She wants real love. So,one
who wants to love her must love her by
feeling her.inner beauty.

In the third stanza, the poet says that
he knows a great pious man who
believes that only God can understand
the inner beauty in human beings.It is
God who loves all human beings as
JEPC Reference Book for Free Distribution : 2022-23
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he has created us and we are all His
children.His love for us his unselfish,
hence true.A worldly person always
judges people by outer beauty.So
we should not expect any person to
understand and love us based on the
beauty inside.
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1. Who is the poet of the poem?
A. W.B.Yeats
B. JohnKeats
C. John Milton
D. Wordsworth
Ans. (A)

2. The poem is addressed to -

A. Leda
B. Anne gregory
C. Cynthia
D. none
Ans. (B)
3. What is the colour of Anne Greg-
ory’s hair?
A. Brown
B. Dblack
C. Orange

D. Honey-coloured
Ans. (D)

4. Poet Urges Anne to not throw a
young man into-

A. Happiness

B. Danger
C. Despair
D. None
Ans. (C)
5. Anne’s honey-coloured hair is

compared to-

A.  Wires

B. Butterflies

C. Ramparts

D. none
Ans. (C)
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6. Anne can change her hair by Ans.
A. Plastic Surgery 9.
B. Magic
C. Medicines
D. Hair-dye
Ans. (D)

7. Why does she want to dye her

hair? Ans.

A. So that young men may 10.
not like her brown hair.

B. So that young men may
not like her green hair.

C. So that young men may
not like her yellow hair.

D. So that the young man can
understand that her outer
beauty is temporary and
love her actual beauty

Ans. (D)

8. What kind of love Anne want
From her lover

A. Genuine

B. False

C. BothAandB
D

None
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Ans.

(A)

What does the girl think she can
do to get rid of lovers?

A. cut her hair
B. dye her hair
C. cover her hair
D. all of them
(B)

Who says that only God can un-
derstand the inner beauty in hu-
man beings?

A. Ayoung man in despair
B: ~An OIld man in love
C. . An old religious man

D. None of the above

(C)

188_10: —



Ans.

Ans.

To whom is the first stanza of the
poem addressed? What does
the speaker say to her?

The first stanza of the poem
is addressed to a lady named
Anne Gregory. She had a great
influence on the poet. He had
great respect for her. He tells her
that although she is a noble lady,
yet nobody would love her for
herself alone.

Why does the poetcompare Anne
Gregory’s hair with ramparts?

Anne Gregory has very beautiful
golden hairs.The poet praises
her honey coloured hairs
but also compares them to
some ‘ramparts’ or castles.
Just as castles are. protected
with  impregnable - boundary
walls,Anne  Gregory’s inner
qualities are hidden under that
shed of golden hairs which
makes it impossible for anyone
to recognize her true beauty.

Ans.

Ans.

Why can only God love Anne for
herself alone?

According to an old religious
man mentioned in the poem only
God can understand the inner
beauty in human beings.lIt is God
who loves all human beings as
he has created us and we are
all His children. His love for us
is unselfish, hence true.A worldly
person always judges people by
outer beauty. So if Anne wants
to get true love from someone,
she will only get from God.

Why does Gregory want to
change the colour of her hair?

In the second stanza the young
woman Anne Gregory says that
she can change hair anytime
from golden to brown,black or
orange. By this, she actually
means that her outer beauty is
temporary and changeable. So,
what really matter is her heart or
more specifically the soul where
her actual qualities lies.She does
not want to attract anyone by her
inner beauty but by her heart.
She wants real love.
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