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The Hundred Dresses is a story based
on the real experiences of the writer.
It is about a girl who is teased by her
classmates. This girl was Wanda who
always claims to have one hundred
dresses. Her classmates always
made fun of her. As her claim was
in contradiction to the fact that she
always came to school wearing the
same dress. Her classmates assumed
her name to be funny. Her name was
not common, because she came to an
American town as a Polish immigrant
with her family. The truth about her
hundred dresses was revealed when
she submitted her hundred different
drawings in a drawing competition.
They were the same hundred dresses
that she used to describe often. All
of those dresses were extremely
beautiful.

XUTH
Eleanor Estes (May 9, 1906 — July

15, 1988) was an American children’s
writer and a children’s librarian.

The Hundred Dresses is a story based
on the real experiences. of the writer.
It is about a girl who is teased by her
classmates. This girl was Wanda who
always claims to have one hundred
dresses.

This story is about a girl Wanda
Petronski and her classmates, mainly
Peggy and Maddie who were always
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making fun of her. Wanda Petronski
was a Polish immigrant, and she
had come to America with her family.
She took admission in the school of
American students. Her classmates
found her name to be strange and
probably, the weirdestin the classroom.
This is because they all had an easier
and common name.

Wanda was poor and always came to
school wearing a faded blue dress. She
was quiet and always found sitting in
the corner of the classroom. Although
she claimed that she had a hundred
dresses and sixty shoes at her home.
Two best friends, Peggy and Maddie
were the most famous girls in school
while anyone barely knew Wanda.
The story is based on the viewpoint of
Maddie, who was the best friend of the
main. player in the daily taunting and
teasing of Wanda.

Peggy and Maddie would always wait
for Wanda eventhough they were late
for school. Maddie was a poor girl, but
she herself did not like it when Peggy
made fun of Wanda. She was afraid
that she could be a target. She wanted
Peggy not to make fun of Wanda, but
could not have the courage to face
her. Because she was afraid that she
may lose her best friend. Though,
Peggy’s purpose was never to hurt
Wanda. But she was very eager to
know why Wanda had to lie that she
had a hundred dresses in her closet.

The truth about the same hundred
dresses was revealed on the result
day of the drawing competition. The



room had one hundred drawings
representing different dresses, each
extremely beautiful. That day, she truly
had a hundred dresses and all lined
up, but in the classroom.

The class had assembled. Miss Mason
announced the winners. Jack Beggles
had won for the boys. He had sketched
an outboard motor. The drawing was
displayed in room 12. As for the girls
Wanda was the winner of the girls’
medal. But Wanda was absent that
day. Miss Mason asked the children to
look at Wanda’s beautiful drawing.

At that time, Peggy and Maddie, who
were awestruck and realized the theory
of a hundred dresses. They felt guilty
about having treated her badly.
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Character Sketch:

Wanda Petronski: A Polish immigrant
in America that lives in Boggins
Heights. She is quiet and nobody had
ever heard her laugh.

Peggy: She is described as the most
beautiful and popular girl in school. She
was pretty and owned many clothes
and had curly hair.

Maddie: Maddie is a sensitive girl. She
misses Wanda and is very distraught

when she realizes that she had been an
accomplice in bullying their classmate
and hence hurting her feelings.

Miss Mason: Miss Mason is a kind
and sympathetic teacher. She was hurt
when Wanda’s father sent the letter
informing about her leaving the school.
She was also empathetic and did not
scold the students for their actions but
urged them to think about how grave
their actions were.

Possessions-
enduring-
account-
encyclopedia-
immigrants-
occurred-
identified-

ethnicity-
treat-

notable-
suburbs-
discriminated-
census-
roars-

on the contrary-
rarely-
twisted-
crooked sort-
Faded-

hang right-
ironed-

wealth/things kept (G lefd/aT_T I ER@'&);
long lasting (X & It dTel);
detail (f[I&TR);

book dealing with all branches of knowledge (|3|9335I9I);
settlers in another country (MdT¥1);
took place (‘En%_cf g30);

recognised

(G=dr);

pertaining to race (STiT Heg);
behave with (JdgIX HXI);
famous (VN1g);

outskirts of the city (I1831 I%T1);
made discrimination (ﬁ‘c{ﬂﬂﬂ ﬁv_CIT);
counting of people (STITUAI) |
cries (IR/TE);

on the other hand (S?TCF ﬁITT\PIT-T);
very seldom (§8d &¥);

moved (%ﬁ);

awkward (éﬁf'lﬁ) ;|

dim coloured (H&H 337 &);

fit properly (781 &7 ¥ fthe 81FT);
pressed with iron (W hNT);
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surrounded-
hopscotch-
courteous-
nudge-
Incredulously-
velvet-
obviously-
exaggerated-
greeted-
inseparable-
hitching-
protected-
bullies-

cruel-
Mocking-
embarrassed-
exactly-
invented-

teasing-
paused-
shuddered-
target-
disguise-
Trimmings-
accord-
blonde hair-
scarcely-
brilliant-
sash-
pretended-
admiration-
probably-
announce-

encircled (XTIXT IHT0);

a kind of game (Udh UDIN BT Hcl);

polite (]%I:I'H);

a gentle push (Zchl — T SRAIRT HXHAT) |
showing disbelief (JfIATH Yehe HRA BU);
a kind of cloth (HEHI);

apparently (¥ &Y @);

enhanced (dgl—dGTdhY heHl);

welcomed (AT (&37);

that which cannot be separated (Sﬂ%Fr);
catching (Y sI);

saved (IdTd1);

those who frighten the weaker persons %ﬁﬁﬂiﬂ);

unkind ($X) |
making fun of (A SSTHT);

ashamed of IHAR ﬁ‘*ﬂ)

correctly (&1 &7 ¥);

discovered

(SMTHR fam);

bothering (W DXHAT);

stopped (3P1),

trembled (BT THM);

person chosen for attack (ﬁl?TFlT);
conceal (PYTI) |

ornamentation of a dress (W Edl NNIESE
wish (T01);

golden hair (ﬁ?ﬁ CI)E

hardly (3?5 9 81);

shining (JHO AT 31T);

scarf (QT:FITT?);

false (2[9);

praise (dRI%);

perhaps (R1UT);

declare

(ETYOT HRAT);
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1. Wanda

source of fun

in Room No. 13.

7. Wanda Petronski
usually sat in the last row

drizzling-

[PAGE 69] :
Eagerly-
gasped-
ledge-
windowsill-
dazzling-
lavish-
wrapping-
contest-
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light rain
(eT-dra)

Petronski
2. Setting: A| |3.Theme: 5. Wanda is teased
. e 4. Peggy
school in an| | Reconciliation, and by her classmates.
American town | | bullying, inequality, Maddie: Because she always
social Isolation, . claims to have one
Class difference, hundred dresses. Her
remorse and classmates, especially
poverty Peggy and Maddie,
always made fun of
her. As her claim was in
contradiction to the fact
that she always came
6..Wanda: A to school wearing the

same dress.

8. Conclusion:Tears of regret and
thankfulness welled up in their (Peggy
and Maddie) eyes. This story teaches us
we should never make fun of the unique
differences of our fellow human beings.
We should try to accept them as they are
and be cooperative with them.

with eagerness (S dl @);
breathed with open mouth (?gﬁ ﬂst' SRS ﬁ:ﬂ);

outer part (Eﬂgff HMT);
lower portion of a window (RIS®! &1 I BT WI);
shining (JH® AT g310);
grand (H);

outer cover of something wrapped (Eﬂgﬁ DdX);

competition

(eferafiam;
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murmured- muttered
(CERSIRDE

admiringly-

assembled- gathered (%3 gV)

exhibition- on show (ﬁ"@ﬂzﬂ);

sketches- drawings (S187) |

[PAGE 70]:

Unfortunately- unluckily
(GHIgUl);

applause- praise (7XI%);

exquisite- beautiful (<X);

stamp-

whispered-

in a praising manner (Y2ATHD ©9 Kl );

strike floor with feet (Y1 & %3 &rqerqr=T);
spoke in a low voice (PTT— U((Wﬁ ) |

Scuffling of feet- noisy, dragging
movements of the feet on the ground

Hopscotch- a game in which children
hop into and over squares marked on
the ground

Nudge- a gentle push

Incredulously- showing unwillingness
to believe

Courteous- polite, respectful

Stolidly- calm, dependable, and
showing little emotion and animation

Shrieks- scream
Exaggerated- overemphasize
Shuddered- shake, tremble

Disguise- to give a different
appearance to conceal its identity

Scarcely- hardly; barely
Trimmings- decoration

Sash- a long strip or loop of cloth
worn over one shoulder or round the

waist, especially as part of a uniform
or official dress

Pretended- not genuine

Admiration- and warm

approval

respect

Drizzling- rain lightly
Hurried- quick

1. Wanda Petronski

a polish girl whose parents had settled
down in America.

Americans did not have such names

a source of fun because of her last
name

teased by her classmates
belongs to a very poor family
Sensitive and simple

Quiet and shy
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2. Setting: Aschoolinan American
town

3. Theme: Reconciliation, bullying,

inequality, social Isolation,
Class difference, remorse and
poverty

4. Peggy and Maddie:
Wanda’s classmates.

Peggy was rich and the most popular
girl in school. She was pretty and she
had many pretty clothes.

Maddie herself was poor and therefore,
felt that if she spoke against the others,
they would target her next

5. Wanda is teased by  her
classmates. Because she always
claims to have one hundred
dresses. Her classmates,
especially Peggy and Maddie,
always made fun of her. As her
claim was in contradiction to
the fact that she always came to
school wearing the same dress.

6.. Wanda : A source of fun

7. Wanda Petronski usually sat in
the last row in Room No. 13.

Wanda was a very quiet girl who rarely
said anything to anybody.

She had no friends and came to school
and went home alone.

Peggy was the most popular girl in the
class.

She was pretty, had many dresses and

curly hair.
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Wanda was a poor girl who always
wore a faded blue dress which was
never ironed properly.

Her name Wanda Petronski was
difficult to pronounce and looked funny
to the children.

Maddie was poor and wore old clothes
given to her by Peggy.

She didn’t like Peggy’s questioning of
Wanda about her hundred dresses,
shoes and hats.

She wished Peggy would not tease
and mock Wanda in such an insulting
manner.

Drawing  competition:  Everybody
thought that Peggy would be the winner

Miss Mason declared that WWanda was
the winner of the girls’ medal.

Unfortunately, Wanda was not present
to hear the applause that was due to
her.

8. Conclusion:Tears of regret and
thankfulness welled up in their
(Peggy and Maddie) eyes. This
story teaches us we should
never make fun of the unique
differences of our fellow
human beings. We should try to
accept them as they are and be
cooperative with them.



Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Who lived in Boggins Heights?

(a) Maddie
(b) Peggy
(c) Wanda
(d) Cecile

(c)

How do other girls treat Wanda?
(a) they make fun of Wanda.
(b) they like Wanda a lot.

(c) they hated Wanda a lot.
(d) None of the Above

(a)

Who won the drawing contest
for boys at school?

(a) Jake

(b) Maddie

(c) Wanda

(d) Michael

(a)

Who secretly. disliked how
Wanda was being treated?
(a) Peggy

(b) Cecile

(c) Maddie

(d) Jake

(c)

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

How is Wanda seen as different
by the other girls?

(a) Because of her nature
(b) Because of her tasks

(c) Because of her name and
dress

(d) None of the Above
(c)

Why does Maddie stand by and
not do anything?

(a) Because she was herself
victim

(b)- Because she doesn’t have
courage

(c) Because she doesn’t want
to

(d) None of the Above
(b)

How is Maddie different from
Peggy?

(@) She doesn’t make fun of
Wanda.

(b) She likes Wanda a lot.
(c) She hated Wanda a lot.
(d) None of the Above

(a)

What does Miss Mason think of
Wanda’s drawing?

(a) Exquisite
(b) Ugly
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Ans.

Ans.

10.

Ans.

11.

Ans.

12.

(c) Average
(d) None of the Above
(a)

Why does Wanda say that she
has a hundred dresses?

(a) Because she has.

(b) To counter other girls.
(c) She loves to rant.

(d) None of the Above
(b)

Who is the author of “The
Hundred Dresses”?

A) Liam O’ Flaherty
B) Frederick Forsyth
C) Roal Dahl

D) Eleanor Estes

Who were the two best friends?
A) Peggy, Maddie

B) Wanda, Peggy

C) Maddie, Wanda

D) . Willie, Wanda

(A)

Where in the classroom does
Wanda sit?
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Ans.

13.

Ans.

14.

Ans.

15.

Ans.

16.

A) end corner B) middle
C) front D) rotational
(A)

Which classroom did they all sit
in?

A) Room fifteen
B) Room thirteen
C) Room twelve
D) Room eleven
(B)

Who was the most popular girl
in school?

A)  Wanda

B) Maddie

C) Peggy

D) all of them
(C)

How would describe

Wanda’s dress?

you

A) faded blue

B) notironed properly
C) clean

D) all of the above
(D)

What tells you that Peggy wasn’t
cruel?

A) protected small children



Ans.

17.

Ans.

18.

Ans.

19.

Ans.

from bullies

B) couldn’t stand animals

getting mistreated
C) did not make Wanda cry
D) all of the above
(D)

Why was Peggy’s
bothering Maddie?

game

A) she cared about Wanda

B) Peggy was harsh on

Wanda

C) she feared she’d be next
to get teased

D) all of the above
(C)

How many shoes did Wanda
say she had?

A) 50 B) 100
C) 10 D) 60
(D)

Why was Maddie glad even
when she was late for school?

A) she didn’t want to attend
the class

B) they could not make fun of
Wanda

C) she liked going late
D) both1and3
(B)

20.

Ans.

21.

Ans.

22.

Ans.

What reason did Maddie give
herself to justify teasing Wanda?

A) Wanda used to lie about
her dresses

B) Wanda deserved it

C) Peggy was the Dbest-
liked girl and couldn’t do
anything wrong

D) both1and?2
(C)

What did the drawing and
coloring contest mean for the
girls and boys?

A) designing dresses and

motorboats
B) .designing interiors and bikes
C) designing dresses and bikes
and

D) designing interiors

motorboats
(A)

Where did they used to wait for
Wanda?

A) Bakers street
B) Boggins Heights
C) Boggins street

D) Oliver street

(D)
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23.

Ans.

24.

Ans.

25

Ans.

26.

Ans.

Who did Maddie think would win
the contest?

A) Wanda

B) Maddie

C) Peggy

D) None of the above

(C)

What was the room covered

with?

A) drawings of girls

B) drawings of boys

C) 100 drawings of Wanda
D) All of the above

(D)

.Miss Mason said, “look-at her
exquisite drawings”. What is the
meaning of “Exquisite”?

A) luxurious

B) neatly made

C) superior

D) extremely beautiful and

well-made

(D)

What was Maddie’s full name?

A) Madeline B) Madeline
C) Maddeline D) Madger
(B)
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27.

Ans.

28.

Ans.

29.

Ans.

30.

Ans.

Who won the drawing contest?

A) Peggy
B) Wanda
C) Maddie

D) None of them
(B)

How many drawings did Wanda
draw?

A) 100 B) 10
C) 50 D) 150
(A)

How many dresses did Wanda
say were lined up in her closet?

A). 100 B) 40
C) 50 D) 60
(A)

What was Wanda'’s full name?
A) Wanda Polenski

B) Wanda Petronski

C) Wanda Patrick

D) Wanda Polish



Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Where in the classroom does
Wanda sit and why?

Wanda sat in the seat next to the
last seat, in the last row, in Room
Thirteen. She sat in the corner
of the room where the rough
boys who did not get good marks
sat. It was also the place where
there was the most scuffling of
feet, most roars of laughter when
anything funny was said, and
most mud and dirt on the floor.

Where does Wanda live? What
kind of a place do you think it is?

Wanda lived at Boggins Heights.
It seems that it was a place far
away from the school and also,
where there was a lot of dry. mud,
thereby indicating that it was not
a very rich locality.

When and why do Peggy and
Maddie notice Wanda’s absence?

Peggie and Maddie noticed
Wanda’'s absence ‘after three
days, i.e., on Wednesday. They
finally noticed . her absence
because Wanda had got them
late for school. They had waited
for her in order to have some fun,
but she did not turn up.

What do you think “to have fun
with her” means?

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

In this context, ‘to have fun with
her’ means that Peggy and
Maddie would have made fun of
Wanda and teased her for their
own pleasure.

In what way was Wanda different
from the other children?

Wanda was different from other
children. She did not have any
friends. She came to school
alone and went home alone. She
always wore a faded blue dress
that did not fit her properly. Unlike
other children, she did not talk to
anybody.

Did Wanda have a hundred
dresses? Why do you think she
said she did?

No, she did not have a hundred
dresses because she was poor
and wore the same faded dress
to 'school everyday. Probably, it
was a child’s fantasy to possess
a hundred dresses—a child
who had only one dress to wear
for school. The other children
used to make fun of her poverty,
and would have laughed at her
whatever she might have said.
This could have been the reason
for her exaggerating everything.

Why is Maddie embarrassed
by the questions Peggy asks
Wanda? Is she also like Wanda,
or is she different?

Maddie was embarrassed by the
questions Peggy asked Wanda
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Ans.

because she was poor herself.
She usually wore old clothes,
which were handed down by
someone else. She did not feel
sorry for Wanda. She was worried
that perhaps later, everyone
would start teasing her too. She
thought she was different from
Wanda in the sense that she
would never claim that she had
a hundred dresses. She was not
as poor as Wanda. Yet she was
afraid that the others might mock
her too.

Why didn’t Maddie ask Peggie to
stop teasing Wanda? What was
she afraid of?

Maddie tried to tell Peggy to
stop teasing Wanda by writing a
note to her. She knew she would
never have the courage to speak
to Peggy about this matter. As
she was writing the note, she
pictured herself in the school
yard as a new target for Peggy
and the girls. She thought Peggy
might ask her where she got the
dress she had on and she would
have to say that it was one of
Peggy’s old ones. This was what
she was afraid of. Consequently,
she ended up tearing the note.
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9.

Ans.

10.

Ans.

Who did Maddie think would win
the drawing contest? Why?

Maddie thought that Peggy would
win the drawing contest because
Peggy drew better than anyone
else. She could copy a picture in
a magazine, or some film star’s
face so well that one could tell
who it was.

Who won the drawing contest?
What had the winner drawn?

Wanda won the drawing contest.
She had drawn a hundred
dresses, which were dazzling
with colours, and had brilliant
and lavish designs. They were
all drawn on great sheets of
wrapping paper. They were all
different from each other and all
beautiful. The judges said that
any one of the drawings was
worthy of winning the prize.



Ans.

Ans.

How is Wanda seen as different
by the other girls? How do they
treat her?

Wanda was different from other
girls. She did not have any
friends. She came to school
alone and went home alone.
She always wore a faded blue
dress that did not fit her properly.
Unlike others, she did not talk to
anybody. The other girls teased
her and had fun with her. They
would surround her, and Peggy
would ask how many dresses
she had. Wanda would reply
that she had a hundred and
they would continue teasing
her. Then, they would let her go.
Before she could go very far,
they would burst-into laughter.
They kept asking her how many
hats she had, or shoes, etc. All
of them mocked her and made
fun of her.

How does Wanda feel about
the dresses game? Why does
she say that she has a hundred
dresses”?

Wanda did not show any feelings
regarding the dresses game. Itis
most likely that she was deeply
hurt. It could have been one of
the reasons why her family left
the place and moved to the city.

Ans.

Probably, it was a child’s
fantasy to possess a hundred
dresses—a child who had only
one dress to wear for school.
The other children used to make
fun of her poverty, and would
have laughed at her whatever
she might have said. This could
have been the reason for her
exaggerating everything.

Why does Maddie stand by and
not do anything? How is she
different from Peggy? (Was
Peggy’s friendship important to
Maddie? Why? Which lines in
the text tell you this?)

Maddie - always stood by and
never did anything as she
was afraid that if she did, she
would be the next target of the
children. She herself was poor
and therefore, felt that if she
spoke against the others, they
would target her next. Unlike
her, Peggy was a rich girl. This
was also the reason why Maddie
could think from Wanda’s point
of view, but Peggy could not.
Maddie was Peggy’s best friend.
It seemed as if she was in awe
of Peggy. She admired her quite
a lot as she said that Peggy
was the most liked girl in the
room and that she drew better
than anyone else. She did not
have the courage to go against
her. Some of the lines from the
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Ans.

text which show that Peggy’s
friendship was important to
Maddie are as follows.

(i) Peggy, who had thought up
this game, and Maddie, her
inseparable friend, were always
the last to leave.

(ii) She was Peggy’s best friend,
and Peggy was the best-liked
girl in the whole room.

(iii) Peggy could not possibly do
anything that was really wrong,
she thought.

(iv) Oh, Maddie was sure Peggy
would win.

What does Miss Mason think of
Wanda’s drawings? What do the
children think of them? How do
you know?

Miss Mason said that Room
Thirteen should be proud of
Wanda as she had drawn one
hundred designs of dresses,
all of which were beautiful and
different. She told the students
that in the opinion of the judges,
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any one of the drawings was
worthy of winning the prize. She
was very happy to announce
Wanda as the winner. As Wanda
was absent that day, Miss Mason
hoped that she would be back
the next day. She then asked the
entire class to look at Wanda’s
exquisite drawings.

The children also admired the
drawings. Everybody stopped
and whistled or murmured
admiringly. After Miss Mason
had announced. that Wanda
was the winner, they burst into
applause, and even the boys
were glad to. have a chance to
stamp on the floor and whistle.
Also, just as Peggy and Maddie
entered the room, they stopped
short and gasped. Later they
recognized the designs as those
which Wanda had described to
them. And in the end, Peggy
exclaimed, “...and | thought |
could draw.” This shows that she
also realized how good Wanda’s
drawings were.



