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Eleanor Ruth Rosenfeld (Estes) was
an American children’s author. She
was born in West Haven, Connecticut
as Eleanor Ruth Rosenfield. Originally
a librarian, Estes’ writing career began
following a case of tuberculosis.
Bedridden while recovering, Estes
began writing down some of her
childhood memories, which would later
turn into full-length children’s books.

Estes’s book Ginger Pye (1951) won
the Newbery Medal, and three of her
other books (The Middle Moffat, Rufus
M., and The Hundred Dresses) were
chosen as Newbery Honor books.
She also received the Certificate of
Award for Outstanding Contribution
to Children’s Literature and ‘was
nominated for the Laura Ingalls Wilder
Award. By the time of her death at age
82, Estes had written 19 children’s
books and one novel for adults.

Introduction of the chapter in
English -

In this Lesson, the author teaches us a
lesson not to hurt anybody’s feelings.
All the girls in the school made fun of
Wanda, a Polish girl. As a result, she
left the school. Then the feeling of
repentance arose among the students
who teased Wanda. Peggy and Maddie
even go to her house to stop her from
leaving that place but they could not
meet her as she had already left. They
write a letter to her accepting their fault.
Wanda sends a letter to Miss Mason
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on the eve of Christmas. She greets
everybody ‘Merry Christmas’ and gives
them the gifts of her paintings.

Introduction of the chapter in Hindi -
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The Hundred Dresses Il Summary
in English -

The lesson begins with all the
students of Room no. 13 Having a
look at the wonderful drawings of
Wanda Petronski. Only then, a note is
received by Miss Mason from Wanda’s
father informing that none of his two
children will attend the school as they
are moving to a big city where no one
would judge them for their names.
Miss Mason was left shocked and
conveyed her disappointment to the
class. Maddie was affected by this
letter of Wanda’s father. She instantly
developed an urge to apologise to
Wanda. Peggy and Maddie, the two
best friends, rush to Boggins Heights
hoping that the family hadn’t moved yet.
But to their dismay, there was no sign



of life in and around the house. Maddie
lost her sleep thinking what a coward
she is who couldn’t stand against the
wrong. That day she decided that
she’ll never let anyone tease someone
like that again. That weekend Peggy
and Maddie decided to write a letter to
Wanda that was originally meant to be
apologetic but they ended up writing a
friendly note asking her how she liked
the new place. Weeks passed by and
there was no reply until one day near
Christmas, Miss Mason announced that
she heard from Wanda. In that letter,
Wanda wrote she misses everyone
and conveyed her intention of gifting
one dress each to Maddie and Peggy
because she has a whole new lot of
dresses lined up in her new house.
Both of them were happy to receive it
and later realized that it was their faces
she had drawn along with the dresses.
Thus, they both concluded that Wanda
did like them.

The Hundred Dresses Il Summary
in Hindi -
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1. TITLE JUSTIFICATION -
The title ‘The Hundred Dresses-II’ is an apt one as it refers to
the hundred dresses that Wanda Petronski had made quietly.

= The story revolves around the hundred dresses that Wanda
o created and the events that unfolded after her winning the
§ contest. Her dresses come to symbolize not only her great
a talent in drawing but also her humble and tolerant and noble
g nature which was far superior to the those who teased her.
=
= 2
b4 @ 2. THEME of the story -
§ = The story explores the theme of repentance and forgiveness.
o % Although the girls teased Wanda every single day, Wanda
oS forgives Maddie and Peggy and demonstrates this by giving
"é g them each one of the beautiful dresses she has painted.
£ = The chapter highlights through the character of Wanda how
Q E forgiveness is a nobler virtue.
=t
£
ﬁ 3. MESSAGE of the story -
© The message of the story is that repentance for a wrong
£ doing is good for the soul as it cleanses it. Peggy and Maddie
S repent for their cruel and mean behavior towards Wanda
£ and wish to make amends. They are unable to meet her but
~— correspond with her who shows a lot of good will towards them.
1. Peggy 2. Maddie

In the chapter Peggy feels rather guilty
about Wanda leaving and is worried
that her teasing has driven Wanda
away. She realizes how large-hearted
Wanda was compared to her. Peggy
thinks that she never considered that
Wanda did not take her teasing as a
joke. 2. Maddie
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Maddie is Peggy’s best friend and also
teases Wanda but knows in her heart
that this is wrong. In the chapter she is
seen as one who suffers the most after
the letter of Wanda’s father is read out
in the class. She feels extremely guilty
for her mean and callous behavior
towards Wanda.



)

The Hundred Dresses-l|
ey Points From the Chapte

(1. The teacher makes the classroom fully attentive before reading\
out the letter written by Wanda’s father informing them about the

(s

absence of Wanda and Jack from their school for good. The
Petronski family decides to settle in a big city so that their children

Kdon’t suffer from funny pranks played by their classmates.

.

2. The whole class along with the teacher got shocked with the
content of the letter sent by Mr. Petronski. The entire class got

| tense and they felt bad about Wanda. Maddie could concentrate

on her studies.

3. She felt that she was a coward and never stopped Peggy from
| making fun of Wanda. She wanted to meet Wanda. She made up
her mind to go to her house and tell her that she has won the prize.

"/

(4. When the school was over Peggy and Maddie went to Boggins

. [ 7. Shehad gifted a special drawing to Peggy and Maddie. Maddie

Heights. Both the girls found her house but they could not meet

\her as they had already left the place.

—

5. Peggie tried to defend her behavior but Maddie is not satisfied.
On Saturday both Peggie and Maddie wrote a letter to Wanda
telling her she had won the contest.

—

6. Days passed but there was no answer from wanda. It was
Christmas time when Miss Mason received a letter from Wanda.
Wanda had written a letter that the girls could keep those hundred
dresses because in her new house she had hundred new ones.

—

found that the face in the drawing looked like her.

—

4(8. She went to Peggy’s house and saw her drawing too.

—/

9. She made up her mind to go to her house and tell her that found
that the face and head of the drawing looked like their face and head.

2/
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Word Meaning

1.
2.
3.

a s

©ooNO

N
o

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

19.

20.
21.
22,

23.
24,
25.
26.

Circling- moving round (3ITYUTH EYH)
thoughtfully- thinking deeply (T&XT ?:ﬁ%l—rﬂ);
shuffling- making sound of feet while walking (ﬂ?lﬁ 7 IRY 9
JATATST DHNHT)
tense- serious (T9R),
deliberately- intentionally
(STT-G=THR)
Indicated- showed (f<@Tan)
listened closely- heard attentively (SJT4 N q1);
holler- cry loudly (STR-¥ TRg)
Pollack- a word suggesting anger (31 ST T 9Teq
. plenty- enough (Eb—lflﬁ);
. unfamiliar- unacquainted
CEIRES]
Thoughtlessness- without thinking (91 1)
unfortunate-  unlucky (31H)
stood by- supported (F8RT &)
coward- lacking courage (hTAX)
mean- with bad mentality (hH1=)
stole a glance- looked secretly (%ﬁ'\Pf Kl é@T) |
Pretended- showy
(feramarye);
casualness- carelessness
(ATIRETEY)
glowed- became hopeful (3TRITIT)
forbidding- bad (XT)
drizzly- rainy
(ST dTel)
damp- wet (71Te)
dismal- sad ($S<TY)
gruffly- roughly (Eb_cﬁ?FIT @)
dumb- unfeeling (%:IT HTTHAT 35)
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27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.

39.
40.
41.
42,
43.

44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.

gee-
wisps-
pathway-
kittens-
shabby-

Make amends-

probably-
glowing-
conclusion-

exclamation of joy (XgefT &1 31fdefeR)
pieces (g—chs?)

footpath (P CUI)

young ones of cats (ﬁlﬁ & E!ﬁ)
simple and cheap ({T1aT Ud I¥d0) |
patch up (THSIIAT HRAD)

perhaps (QTI<)

beautiful (J3x)

result (JROTTH)

picking on someone -teasing someone (iéﬁﬁl P TT dXAN) |

Mailed-
defending-

tease-
decorated-
Gifted-
intently-
trimming-

wreaths-
holly-
grocery-
stacked-
candy-
cornucopias-
shiny-
reflected-
brilliancy-
Blurred-
gazed-
vivid-
stolidly-

sent by post (STd N HOTT)
protecting

CRIRD!

trouble someone ([T &I T B3
beautiful (J3x)

talented (7[7T)
switch attention (&1 @)

decorating

(S1-)

garlands (maﬁ)

a plant (U tﬁ%ﬂ)

a provisions shop (W Eal ghI)
kept (Y1)

a sweet (fISTS)

decorative containers (I5iTac! fS&)
bright (THbI)

shown back (Wflﬁ(l_d ﬁv_éﬂ)
brightness (dH D)

unclear (&re)

looked intently (T K é‘@ﬂ)

clear (YUY)

without any feeling (]%I_*IT ?ﬁﬁ)
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Who wrote the letter received
by Miss Mason?

A) Wanda

w

Wanda’s mother

)
) Wanda’s father
)

o O

Wanda’s brother
What did the letter convey?
A) Wanda wasn’t well

B) Wanda won’t be attending
school

C) they have moved to the big
city

D) both2and3

what else was mentioned in the
letter?

A) her drawings
B) her medal

C) the school

D) her funny.name

How did Miss Mason feel about
whatever happened with Wan-
da?

A)  unfortunate
B) sad
C) cruel

D) both1and?2
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How would you describe Miss
Mason’s feelings towards the
class?

A) Angry
B) Upset
C) Happy
D) Cheerful

What was just as bad as what
Peggy had done?

A) Maddie staying silent while
Peggy teased Wanda

B) Maddie not stopping Peg-
gy

C) Maddie teasing Wanda
D) None of the above

What did Maddie think of her-
self after the letter was read out
loud?

A) Grateful
B) Lucky
C) Hero

D) Coward

“So Peggy had the same ideal
Maddie glowed” What was the
idea?

A) To tease Wanda one more
time

B) To go and look for Wanda
at Boggins Height

C) To apologise to Wanda
D) Both2and3



9. What was Maddie reminded of 12. How did they contact Wanda?
by the Petronski’s house?
A) Letter
A) how they teased her
B) Phone call
B) how she could stop all of it
C) Email
C) Wanda’s drawings
D) They visited her
D) Wanda’s dress; unironed _ o R
but clean 13.  What did they write in the letter”
10. What excuses does Peggy think A)  apology
of for her behaviour? B) Her drawings and that she
A) Wanda didn't know she won
was being made fun of C)  asked about new city
B) she got the idea of hun- D) both2and3
dred drawings only when
Peggy asked her 14.  What was used to decorate the
classroom on Christmas?
C) None of these
A) . bells
D) BothAandB
B) tree
11.  What important decision does
Maddie take? C) both
D) N f th
A) Unfriending Peggy ) one of the above
o 15. What was the colour of the dress
B) visiting Wanda in Peggy’e drawing?
C) stop others from bullying A) red B) green
D) all of the above C) blue D) white
1 C 2 D 3 D 4 D 5 B
6 A 7 D 8 D 9 D 10 D
11 C 12 A 13 D 14 15
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Answer the following questions:

1.

Ans.

Ans.

Why do you think Wanda’s family
moved to a different city? Do you
think life there was going to be
different for their family?

Wanda family moved to a different
city because her father felt bad
about the bad behaviour of girls
towards Wanda.

No. because some kind of
persons are living Everywhere.

Maddie thought her silence was
as bad as Peggy’s teasing. Was
she right?

Yes, Maddie was right when she
thought that her silence was as
bad as Peggy’s teasing because
her silence encouraged Peggy
to tease her. A person who sees
something wrong <happening
in front of him/her is as much
an offender as - the person
committing the offence. Maddie
was too afraid to say anything
because she did not want to lose
Peggy’s friendship. Also, she was
poor _herself, so she feared that
everybody would make fun of her
too.

Peggy says, “I never thought
she had the sense to know we
were making fun of her anyway.
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Ans.

Ans.

| thought she was too dumb. And
gee, look how she can draw!”
What led Peggy to believe that
Wanda was dumb? Did she
change her opinion later?

Peggy believed that Wanda
was dumb as she could not
understand why Wanda said she
had a hundred dresses, even
when everybody knew that she
was poor. She knew everybody
was laughing at her. Even then,
she kept giving the same answer.
She even described the dresses
she said she had. That is why
Peggy .thought ‘Wanda was
dumb. She changed her opinion
later when she saw the hundred
dresses Wanda had talked about.
She saw the drawings and was
highly impressed by their beauty.
She realized that Wanda was a
very good artist.

Why do you think Wanda gave
Maddie and Peggy the drawings
of the dresses? Why are they
surprised?

Wanda gave Maddie and Peggy
the drawings of dresses because
they made fun of her hundred
dresses. They believe her to
be a liar. They were surprised
because they always made fun of
her dresses and insulted her, but
she had gifted them with those
beautiful designs.



Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Do you think Wanda really thought
the girls were teasing her? Why
or why not?

Yes, Wanda knew that girls were
teasing her. She would have
known that the children intended
to make fun of her poverty, and
would have laughed at her
whatever she might have said.
This could have been the reason
for her exaggerating everything
whenever she answered their
questions.

State the reason behind the letter
of Mr Petronski, Wanda’s father?

Mr Petronski, Wanda’s father
wrote the letter because

He was upset to know about what
all his daughter had to go through
because of her strange name.

What do you think about Wanda'’s
action of not coming to school
anymore?

Wanda never replied to anyone
against their misbehaviour. But
due to the insults she faced, she
decided not to come to school
anymore. It was very mature of
her age to teach them lessons
without any argument.

How did Peggy and Maddie try to
amend their behaviour towards
Wanda?

Ans.

Ans.

10.

Ans.

Both Peggy and Maddie decided
to change their behaviour as
Peggy had tried to justify that
it was not her dress for which
she teased her. Maddie decided
not to be a mute spectator and
promised herself that she would
try to protect if anyone would be
mocked.

What impression do you form of
Wanda Petronski on the basis of
reading the lesson ‘The Hundred
Dresses-II'?

Wanda Petronski was a Polish girl
who was very simple. She used
to keep herself calm and silent in
every conditionand never reacted
when Peggy teased her and took
it lightly. She always replied to
everyone with a smile. She even
gifted her drawings to Peggy
and Maddie which showed her
innocent and loving behaviour.

Why did Maddie rush to Peggy’s
house while gazing at the
drawing?

Maddie rushed to Peggy’s house
while gazing at the drawing
because she had seen her face
in the drawing and wanted to
confirm about Peggy for the
same.
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Ans.

What important decision did
Maddie make? Why did she have
to think hard to do so?

The important decision that
Maddie made was that she would
never stand by and say nothing
again. If she ever heard anybody
picking on someone because they
were funny-looking or because
they had strange names, she
would speak up. She did not even
mind losing Peggy’s friendship
over it. She knew she could not
make things right with Wanda.
However, she had decided that in
the future, she would never make
anybody else unhappy again.

She was unhappy that she could
not find Wanda at her home. She
could not sleep that night. She
thought about.\Wanda, her faded
blue dress, and the little house
she lived in. She also thought
about the hundred glowing
pictures, which were all lined up
in the classroom. She was feeling
guilty of not having said anything
when everybody else was teasing
Wanda. It was her guilt that made
her think very hard and arrive at
the important decision.

What did Maddie and Peggy write
in the letter to Wanda? What
happened to it? How did Maddie
behave even though Peggy
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Ans.

Ans.

had begun to forget the whole
business?

Peggy and Maddie wrote a
friendly letter to Wanda. Rather
than being sorry they asked her
about her new school and new
teacher. They told her about
the result of a drawing contest
which she had won and that her
drawings were very beautiful.
They meant to say sorry indirectly.
They signed it with lots of X’s for
love and didn’t say anything to
tease her. But they did not get any
reply from her. After sometime
Peggy had begun to forget the
whole “ business. But Maddie
was surrounded by the thoughts
of Wanda and everything that
happened to Wanda. She felt
guilty and decided not to be silent
anymore so that others might not
feel ashamed like her.

Justify the title of the story. The
Hundred Dresses.

The title The Hundred Dresses-
Il is an apt one as it refers to
the drawings of the hundred
dresses that Wanda Petronski
had made quietly. Wanda was
a Polish immigrant in America
and studied in a school where all
teased her for being a poor girl
with an odd name. Peggy and
Maddie always teased her about
her clothes and she always said
that she had a hundred dresses.
The girls found it ridiculous and
would tease her often. Then



Ans.

Wanda wins a contest in which
she designed sketches of a
hundred dresses and was much
admired for her talent. The story
revolves around the hundred
dresses that Wanda created and
the events that unfolded after her
winning the contest. Her dresses
come to symbolize not only her
great talent in drawing but also
her humble, tolerant and noble
nature which was far superior to
those who teased her.

Write a character sketch of

Wanda Petronski.

Wanda Petronskia, a Polish girl
has shifted to America with her
parents and younger brother.
She is very kind and simple-
hearted. She never behaves
badly with anyone. She feels
disturbed when Peggy teases
her. But she replies. confidently
and courageously to what Peggy
says to her. She wears the same
bluefadeddresseverydaybutshe
never complains about anything.
She is very talented and has a
good hand at drawing. She also
wins the drawing contest and
thus shows her creative side.

She is forgiving and generous
as she . forgives Peggy and
Maddie by gifting them two of
her drawings in which she draws
their faces. So, it can be said that
she is a mature, loving girl who
cares about everyone.

Ans.

How can you say that Maddie
is an emotional girl? How is she
different from Peggy?

By a close reading of the lesson
it can be said that Maddie is an
emotional girl. Being a close
friend of Peggy she remains by
her side when Peggy teases
Wanda but she feels bad for her.
She decides to write a note to
Peggy to stop teasing Wanda but
tears it up as she doesn’t want to
be the next target of fun. In the
end she decides to stand against
anyone who teases others even if
she has to lose her friend, which
shows her emotional attribute.

As compared to Maddie, Peggy
is an arrogant girl. She teases
Wanda by asking her about
dresses, but she is not cruel as
she helps children from bullies
and cries when she sees an
animal being hurt. But she tries
to make fun of Wanda everytime
and defends herself.

So, both the girls have different
personalities and attributes which
can be directed by their actions.
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