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ABOUT THE AUTHOR -

Nathalie Trouveroy is the wife of
Belgium ambassador of India. She
holds a degree in Chinese art and
architecture from the University of
Belgium. She has her love of organic
paintings and she admired natural
paintings drawn by the artist in India.

She has drawn pictures of cities and
well known or medieval art in Europe.
She has traveled to many countries
and been exposed to many art forms.
She wanted to do art of old Delhi when
she got inspired by the Indian artist
from the north and south India.

INTRODUCTION OF
THE CHAPTER -

“Landscape of the Soul” Written
by Nathalie Trouveroy, the chapter is
about how different-the. Chinese Art
form is, from the European art form.
The writer uses two._stories to make
a contrast. European art is about
reproducing an actual view whereas
Chinese art is about not creating areal
landscape.

SUMMARY @F THE
CHAPTERAN ENGLISH -

In this chapter, the writer contrasts
two forms of art — Chinese art and
European art by using two different
stories. In China during the eighth
century, the Tang emperor Xuanzong
commissioned a painter Wu Daozi to
decorate a wall in the palace.
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Upon seeing the wall painting, the
Emperor started noticing the outer
appearance of the painting but the
painter drew his attention to a cave at
the foot of the mountain. The painter
told the Emperor that he would take
him inside.

The painter entered the cave and the
entrance closed behind him. As soon
as the painter clapped his hand, the
painting on the wall was gone and-so
was the painter.

In another story, a painter. wouldn’t
draw an eye of a dragon as he feared
that the dragon would fly out of the
painting. In another story to represent
a European art. form, a master
Blacksmith falls.in love with a painter’s
daughter. The father didn’t approve of
him because of his profession. The
blacksmith sneaked into his painting
studio and painted a fly on the painter’s
latest panel.

The fly seemed so real that the painter
tried to hit it first before realizing it was
in the painting. The painter accepted
him as a trainee in his studio. The
blacksmith married the painter’s
daughter and later became one of the
famous painters of his time.

These stories revealed how the art form
is believed to be followed in two
different regions in the world. In

Europe, an artist wants the viewer to
see a real viewpoint by borrowing his
eyes. The art must be perfect and must
be illusion likeness.
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Whereas, in China, the artist doesn’t
paint a real one but uses his inner and
spiritual voice to create an abstract
piece. The viewer can enter the
painting from any point and can travel
according to his own imagination. The
artist wants the viewer to enter his
mind and create a path of its own.

This concept is called ‘Shanshui’
which means ‘mountain water’. When
they are used together, they make the
word ‘landscape’.

SUMMARY OF THE
CHAPTER IN HINDI -
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Wu Daozi — A painter who lived in the eighth
century. His painting was a landscape and was
commissioned by Tang Emperor Xuanzong.

Quinten Metsis — Master Blacksmith, who
Character fell in love with a painter’s daughter. As he
List of ‘The knew, the girl’s father wouldn’t accept a
guy with such a profession, he painted a
fly with such professionalism— that he was
accepted as an apprentice at the studio.

Landscape
of the Soul’

Emperor Xuanzong: He admired
Daozi’s painting but was not an active
participantin it.

(Theme — The writer contrasts Chinese art with
European art by recounting two stories about
Chinese art and.one story about European
Art. The Europeans want a perfect likeness,
whereas in Asia, art is the essence of life

and spirit. Chinese art requires the active
participation of the viewer both physically and

Landscape _
of the Soul mentally to understand it. y
Theme and

Message 4 )

Massage — This chapter makes you
understand the importance of imagination and
how painters have different perceptions. The
art form need not be viewed according to a
single perception, there can be many ways to
imagine one single painting.

N J
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(" Chinese paintings are abstract in nature as
~—| they can’t be defined and have to be felt or

\_experienced. )
In contrast, there is illusionistic likeness in
European painting.
J J
. . o A
Their contrasting nature is explained through
the anecdotes about
L/
. . o A
Chinese Painter Wu Daozi, who disappeared
inside his painting.
J
4 . . . )
Another Chinese painter who did notwant to
paint the eyes of the dragon for fear that the
Landscape Kdragon may attack him on seeing him. )
of the Soul:
Key-Points (Belgian painter Quinten Metsys, who painted a h
realistic fly to marry the woman he loved.
\ J
Chinese paintings are based on the philosophy )
—| of Daoism, which says that life has no meaning
unless we undertake the inner, spiritual journey.
a Chinese painters want the viewers’ active
participation, not only physical but also mental,
while viewing their paintings. y
According to Daoism, the interaction of two
complementary poles, viz. Yin (feminine) and
Yang (masculine) makes the universe.
\ J
("Man is the medium of communication between the
\__| two complementary poles, i.e, their meeting point,
and you can see his presence too in Chinese

\_paintings. )

N ) .
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What Daoism Is?

According to Daoism, this universe
is composed of two complementary
poles, viz. Yin (feminine) and Yang
(masculine). The interaction of these
two energies makes the universe.
Their meeting point, called the “Middle
Void” also holds great significance,
though it is often overlooked. This:can
be compared with the yogic practice of
pranayama; breathe in, retain, breathe
out — the ‘retain’ part is the “Middle
Void” where meditation. occurs. This
void is essential — nathing can happen
without it.

1. Chinese art requires............
participation of the viewer

(a) passive

(b) <emotional

(c) active

(d) methodological

Ans. (c) active
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How did the cave open?

(@) painter said a prayer

(b) with a magic spell

(c) “painter clapped his hands”
(d) with a command

Ans. (c) “painter clapped his
hands”

“‘Antwerp, a master blacksmith
called Quinten Metsys fell in love
witha ............... daughter”

(a) emperor’s (b) painter’s
(¢) minister’'s . (d)” master’s
Ans. (b) painter’s

What is the essential third
element?

(a).. Left Void
(b) Middle Void

(c) Yang

)
(d) Yin
Ans. (b) Middle Void

Where had the Master hidden the
masterpiece for the Emperor to
see?

(@) Inaroom

(b) behind a screen

(¢) underground place behind
(d) a cupboard

Ans. (b) behind a screen

N\
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6. Whatisthe role of manin between

Heaven and Earth?
(@) Heisin a path

(b) He is a sinner

(c) Heis meantto do actions

(d) he becomes the conduit of

communication

Ans. (d) he becomes the con-

duit of communication

7. What does Yin mean?

(a) water; horizontal and resting
on the earth, fluid, moist and

cool

(b) Mountain; vertically towards
Heaven, stable, warm, and

dry in the sun
(c) Neutral action

(d) None of the-above

Ans. (a) water; horizontal and
resting on the earth, fluid, moist

and cool

8. What did the Chinese Painter

want the viewer to do?

(@) he wants the viewer to enter

his mind

(b) _he wants the viewers to

admire his painting

(c) he wants them to imagine

the scene

(d) he wants them to feel like
they are inside of the scene

N\
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10.

11.

Ans. (a) he wants the viewer to
enter his mind

What does the
Landscape depict?

Chinese

(@) They are not real and one
can enter from any viewpoint

(b) they produce an actual
viewpoint

(c) they are not imaginery
(d) None of the above

Ans. (a) They are not real
and one can enter from any
viewpoint

What did the two forms of art
depict?

(a) aperfect,illusionisticlikeness
in Europe, the essence of
inner life and spirit in Asia

(b) a perfect, illusionistic
likeness in Asia, the essence
of inner life and spirit in
Europe

(c) perfect art form in Asia and
realness in Europe

(d) It depicted nothing

Ans. (a) a perfect, illusionistic
likeness in Europe, the essence
of inner life and spirit in Asia

Why didn’t the father approve of
the love of his daughter and the
blacksmith?

(@) due to his profession

(b) due to his caste
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12.

1.

(c) due to his appearance
(d) None of the above
Ans. (a) due to his profession

What do the books of Confucius
and Zhuangzi teach?

(@) to guide his disciple in the
right direction

(b) to notfear the superiors

(c) to not to suppress your
thoughts

(d) None of the above

Ans. (a) to guide his disciple in
the right direction

JE

Briefly narrate the story of the
Emperor and the-Chinese-artist.

Ans. A painter Wu Daozi, who lived

in the eighth century was asked
to paint a landscape by the Tang
Emperor Xuanzong, to decorate a
palace wall. The artist concealed
his work behind a screen, so that
only the Emperor would see it.
For a long time, the Emperor ad-
mired the wonderful scene.

One day the painter showed him
a caveat the foot of the mountain,
and‘said that a spirit dwelt there.
The painter clapped his hands,
and the entrance to the cave
opened. He then entered the cave
and the entrance closed behind
him. Since then nothing is known
of the artist or the painting as the

painting vanished off the wall.

How did stories such as the
one about Wu Daozi play an
important role in China’s classical
education?

Ans. Such stories played a significant

partin China’s classical education.
They helped the master to guide
his pupil in the right direction.
They were not merely tales, but
were deeply illuminating of the
essence of art. The books.-of
Confucius and Zhuangzi are full
of such stories. They reveal that
art was considered the essence
of inner life and spirit in Asia.

Why did the <artist-agree to get
his daughter married to the
blacksmith?

Ans. Initially. the artist was against

the blacksmith, Quinten
Metsys, “marrying his daughter.
However, one day Quinten slyly
sneaked into the painter’s studio
and painted a fly on his latest
panel, that was so realistic that
the master tried to swat it away.
The artist was so impressed
that he admitted Quinten as an
apprentice into his studio and let
him marry his beloved.

What is the difference between
Chinese and European art?

Ans. The Chinese and European art

are different as the European
art is trying to achieve a perfect,
illusionistic likeness in Europe,
and the Chinese the essence of
inner life and spirit in Asia. While
the European wants you to look at
the landscape through his eyes,
the Chinese painter wants you
to enter it from any point, then

) ) N\
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Ans. Shanshui

6.

travel in it. He creates a path for
your eyes to travel up and down,
then back again, in a leisurely
movement.

How does shanshui express the
Daoist view of the universe?

means
‘mountainwater.” It expresses
the Daoist view. The mountain is
Yang and it stretches vertically
towards Heaven. It is stable,
warm, and dry in the sun, while
the water is Yin. It is horizontal
and resting on the earth, fluid,
moist and cool. The interaction of
Yin, the receiver, feminine aspect
of universal energy, and Yang,
active and masculine, is the
fundamental belief of Daoism.

What is lacking in Shanshui?

Ans. The third element, the Middle

Void where their interaction takes
place, is lacking in Shanshui. The
Middle Void is indispensable.
Hence nothing.. can happen
without it. This is the reason why
the white, unpainted space in
Chinese landscape is important.
This is also where Man finds a
fundamental role, in that space
between Heaven ~and Earth,
he becomes the medium of
communication between both
poles of the universe.

How is the pranayama compared
to the Middlevoid?

Ans. The Middle Void s vital as nothing

N\
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can happen without it. This is the
reason why the white, unpainted
space in Chinese landscape is
imperative. This is also where
Man finds a fundamental role, in
the yogic practice of pranayama
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we breathe in, retain and breathe
out. The suspension of breath is
the Void where meditation occurs.

How did the theory of ‘brut art’
put forward by Jean Dubuffet get
credence?

Ans. French painter Jean Dubuffet

challenged the concept of ‘art
brut’ in the 1940s. Before that the
art of the untrained visionary was
of minor interest. At about the
same time ‘an untutored genius
was creating paradise’. This was
none other than Nek Chand, who
cleared a little patch of.jungle to
make himself a garden sculpted
with stone and recycled material
known to the world today as the
Rock Garden, at Chandigarh.

Briefly recount what happened to
the painter Wu Daozi?

Ans. The painter Wu Daozi lived in

10.

the eighteenth century. He was
showing his painting of a beautiful
landscape to the Emperor who
was all praises for it. Wu Daozi
then clapped his hands before
the cave in his painting and its
entrance opened. The painter
entered the cave and disappeared
along with the cave and painting
leaving the astonished Emperor
speechless!

How was Quinten able to marry
the painter’s daughter?

Ans. Quinten was a blacksmith who

wanted to marry a painter’s
daughter. The painter did not think
he was a suitable match, as he
was not an artist. Quinten painted
a fly on one of the painter’s
canvases. It looked so real that
the painter tried to kill it. When he
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realised that Quinten had painted
it, he allowed him to marry his
daughter.

11. What are Yang and Yin? What do
they represent?

Ans. ‘Yang’ represents the mountain
or the vertical element which is
stable, warm, dry and masculine.
Yin’ represents the water or the
horizontal element that is fluid,
moist, cool and feminine. The
interaction of Yang and Yin is the
fundamental notion of Daoism.

THE VOICE OF THE RAIN

About the poet - Walter Whitman
(1819-1892)

Walter Whitman ( May 31, 1819 —
March 26, 1892) was an American
poet, essayist and journalist.

Whitman is'among the most influential
poets in the American canon, often
called the father of free verse.

His work was controversial in its time,
particularly his 1855 poetry collection
Leaves of Grass.
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Whitman’s work broke the boundaries
of poetic form and is generally prose-
like. Its signature style deviates from
the course set by his predecessors
and includes “idiosyncratic treatment
of the body and the soul as well as of
the self and the other.”

Whitman was a vocal proponent of
temperance and in his youth rarely
drank alcohol.

Walt Whitman has been claimed.as
the first “poet of democracy” in the
United States.

WORKS OF WAL
WHITMAN -

Franklin Evans;.or The Inebriate: A
Tale of the Times (1842)

The Half-Breed; A Tale of the Western
Frontier (1846)

Life~and Adventures of Jack Engle
(serialized in 1852)

Leaves of Grass (1855, the first of
seven editions through 1891)

Manly Health and Training (1858)
Drum-Taps (1865)
Democratic Vistas (1871)

INTRODUCTION OF THE
POEM —THE VOICE OF
THE RAIN -

‘The Voice of Rain’ was published
in Outing, a periodical, in 1885. It
was later included in Whitman’s best-
known work, Leaves of Grass. Through
the short twelve lines of the poem,
Whitman explores themes of nature
and writing. The poem also includes

/~ O\
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many of the characteristics that are
common to his poetry. This poem is
no outlier amongst Whitman’s larger
oeuvre. He often turned to nature as a
source of inspiration, information, and
comfort in a world that was becoming
increasingly industrialized.

SUMMARY OF THE POEM
IN ENGLISH -

The Voice of the Rain signifies the
everlasting role that rain plays in
nourishing, quenching, purifying and
nurturing the different elements of
Mother Earth. The poet recalls his
conversation with the falling rain. The
poet asks the rain, “And who art thou?”
to which the rain replies by calling
herself to be the poet of the Earth.
The rain then goes on to describe how
it rises from the land and then floats
up above heaven, where it eventually
changes its form and becomes clouds.
Then again cyclically,.itfalls back to the
Earth and refreshes the dry patched
lands, allowing the seeds to grow into
a beautiful sapling. The poet finds
a similarity between the music and
rain. He feels that both share similar
features. He feels both music and rain
take birth from the heart of the Earth
and after fulfilling its deed returns to its
soul. He tells us‘that the soft and light
music of rain is.a song of the Earth
itself.

SUMMARY OF THE POEM
IN HINDI -
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THEME'OF THE POEM -

Thepoem presents a dialogue between
the poet and the rain itself. The rain
epitomizes herself. She describes her
importance for Mother Earth and the
blessings she showers upon its people.
In The Voice of the Rain poem, the rain
symbolizes perpetual periodic lifestyle
and how it returns to its origin, making
it beautiful and pure and giving it life. A
complete summary of the Voice of the
Rain poem has been provided below.
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STRUCTURE OF THE
POEM ‘THE VOICE OF
THE RAIN’ -

‘The Voice of the Rain’ by Walt Whitman
is a twelve-line poem that is contained
within one stanza of text. The lines are
written in free verse, meaning that they
do not use a specific rhyme scheme or
metrical pattern. This style of writing is
closely associated with Whitman. He
is often referred to as the father of free
verse poetry.

Although there are is no .rhyme
scheme, there are some examples of
half-rhyme in “The Voice of the Rain’.
For example “shower” and “answer” in
lines one and two. lt'can-appear at the
ends of lines or mixed jinternally into
the lines (internal rhyme).

LITERARY DEVICES USED
IN THE POEM -

Whitman makes use .of several
literary devices in. ‘The Voice of the
Rain’. These _include but are not
limited to apostrophe, enjambment,
and caesura. The latter is seen quite
frequently within the twelve lines of
text. The seventh and twelfth lines are
two good examples. An apostrophe is
another important technique at play in
‘The Voice of the Rain’. It is obvious
from the first lines when the speaker

Class: 11 The Voice of Rain

says that he is talking to “the soft-
falling shower”.

Enjambment - is a commonly used
technique in poetry. There is one good
example of the technique in “The Voice
of the Rain’. A reader should take a
look at the transition between lines
nine and ten.

Apostrophe - a punctuation mark ()
used to indicate either possession
(e.g. Harry ‘s book; boys ‘ coats) or the
omission of letters or numbers.(e.g.
can ‘t;’he ‘s; 1 Jan. ‘99).

Caesura - a pause marking a rhythmic
point of division in.a'melody.

MCQ’S QFJHE POEM -

1. Who is the poet of the poem ‘The
Voice of the Rain’?

)  Walt Whitman

(b) Kushwant Singh
(c) Naipul

(d)

Ans. (a) Walt Whitman

Shirley Toulson

2. Where does the song return in
the poem?

(a) to
singer

its originator, i.e.

(b) to the poet
(c) to earth
(d) to ocean

Ans. (a) to its originator, i.e.
singer

~
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Why does the rain descend to the
earth?

(@) to wash the drought
and provide water

(b) she provides life on earth

(c) it beautify and purify the
earth

(d) it provides life

Ans. (a) to wash the drought
and provide water

What happens to the rain in the
sky?

(@) raindrops form
(b) rain it condenses
(c) it forms clouds

(d) None of the above
Ans. (a) raindrops form

If the poet has used a Metaphor

in the poem, what.is it?
a) | am the Poem of Earth

b) voice of the rain

d) None of the above

(a)

(b)

(c) Soft-falling:shower

(d)

Ans. (a) 'am the Poem of Earth

Why does the poet compare the
rain with a song?

(a) because she beautifies the
earth

(b) because she provides life on
earth

N\
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(c) astheybothshareacommon
journey

(d) None of the above

Ans. (c) as they both share a
common journey

What does the rain do when she
doesn’t care if anyone bothers
about her deeds or not?

(a) she talks to the land
(b) she works harder

(c) she completes her work and
talk to the earth

(d) she completes her work and
comes back home

Ans. (d) she completes her
work and comes back home

What happens to the earth when
the rain falls back on the surface
of earth?

(a) it provides water

(b) it beautifies and purifies the
earth

(c) it helps in greenary

(d) it provides water to flora
and fauna

Ans. (b) it beautifies and
purifies the earth

Why does the rain tell the poet
that she cannot be touched?

(a) because she is water

(b) because she rises in the
form of water vapour
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(c) because she is in the
form of clouds

(d) None of the above

Ans. (b) because she rises in
the form of water vapour

10. What does the poet ask to the
soft — falling shower?

a) What do you do?

c

(a)
(b) What is your name?
(c) Who are you?

(d)

d) How are you doing

Ans. (c) Who are you?

SHORT ANSWER TYPE
QUESTIONS-

1.  There are two voices in.the poem.
Who do they belong to? Which
lines indicate this?

Ans. The two voices in'the poem are
that of the poet-or narrator and
of the rain. The first two-lines
indicate the two speakers. The
poet questions the.gentle rain
“‘“And who art thou?” and much
to his surprise it gives him an
answer, that'he translates.

2. What does the phrase “strange to
tell” mean?

Ans. The phrase “strange to tell” could
suggest that the poet is surprised
to receive an answer from the
rain,

The poet is surprised at the
answer. It is something that he
had not really given a thought to.

3. There is a parallel drawn between
rain and music. Which words
indicate this? Explain the similarity
between the two.

Ans. There is a similarity between
rain and music; it is indicated in
the last two lines of the poem.
The rain takes a full circle and
comes back to its creator, just
like the song that originates from
its birthplace and-after. travelling
around the earth, comes back to
its place of origin.

4. How is the cyclic movement of rain
brought out in the poem? Com-
pare it with what you have learnt
in science.

Ans. In the poem, the rain chalks
out its course from the sea or
earth to heaven and then back.
In the process, it changes form.
The water cycle follows the
same course—evaporation,
condensation and precipitation.

5. Why are the last two lines put within

brackets?

Ans. The last two lines are put
within brackets
because they are not

a part of the dialogue between the
narrator and rain. Itis the similarity
that the poet establishes between
a song and rain.
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