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Profession: British dramatist and
K_C Chapter-01 ) screenwriter

Famous works: French Without Tears

(1936), The Winslow Boy (1946),The
4[ The Browning Version] Browning Version (1948), The Deep
Blue Sea (1952) and Ross (1960),
Cause Célébre orAWoman of Principle

1975
\-—{: Childhood :) (1975)
INTRODUCTION
f_[ The Browning Version ] Terence Rattigan’s ‘The Browning

Version’is an extract from his play“The
Browning Version” (1948). It presents
4( About the author j two contrasting school teachers. They
are Mr Frank and Mr.Crocker-Harris.
They are differentinage, temperament
and devotion to their profession. Mr
—[Introduction] Frank is young, more social while Mr
Crocker-Harris is*middle aged and
reserved. Mr Frank lacks involvement
and devotion. Mr Crocker-Harris is
4[ Summaryj feared as a task-master. The one-act-
play also presents the hidden rivalry
among teachers. It also describes the

_ _ reaction of Taplow, a student of Mr
Main points Crocker-Harris, towards his teachers.

SUMMARY

—[Character sketch]
Two School Masters

This one-act-play is a story of two

L[Question Answer] school teachers and a student named
Taplow. Mr Crocker- Harris is a middle

aged teacher while Frank is a young

ABOUT THE AUTHOR colleague of Mr Harris. Taplow is a
student of lower fifth class. He is a
Name: Terence Mervyn Rattigan boy of 16. Both the teachers provide a

striking contrast. They have only one
thing in common. They belong to the
same school.

Lifetime: 10 June 1911 - 30
November 1977
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Frank is Open; Crocker-Harris is
Reserved

Young Frank is quite open to his
students. He doesn’t keep any distance
while dealing with them. Taplow is not a
student of his class. But still he takes a lot
of interest in him. His long conversation
with Taplow reveals his open nature.
On the other hand, Mr Crocker-Harris is
quite reserved. He doesn’'t mix up with
his students. He maintains a respectable
distance with them.

Frank Cares Little; Crocker-Harris a
Strict Follower of Rules

Mr Frank doesn’t believe in observing
formalities. He cares little regarding
rules and regulations. Mr Crocker-
Harris follows them very strictly. In this
regard he is different from the other
teachers. He never leaks out results
till they are formally announced.

Frank—-Envious of Crocker-Harris

Mr. Crocker-Harris is feared and even
respected. He hasawonderfulhold over
his students. They are scared of him.
Mr Frank Crocker-Harris admits that
he is envious of Mr Crucker. Perhaps
he lacks that effect which Taplow
Crocker-Harris Harris has left over his
students. Mr Frank'encourages Taplow
to criticise Crocker-Harris. Actually,
he urges him to imitate Harris. This
clearly reveals the working of his mind.
He even asks Taplow to ‘cut’ Crocker-
Harris. He lacks Harris’ devotion. He
teaches science but shows no interest
in his subject. This shows his lack of
dedication and commitment towards
his profession.

N\
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Crocker-Harris—Shrivelled inside

Like a Nut

Taplow says that Crocker-Harris is
shrivelled inside like a nut. It is quite
true. He is not open. He doesn'’t like
flattery, Nor does he like anyone who
likes him. He is a hard task-master. He
gives extra work to Taplow even on
the last day of school. This he does to
punish Taplow for being absent for a
day last week, Sometimes he cracks
jokes. His ‘classical’ jokes lack humour.
No one understands them except him.
They are as dry and humourless as he
himselfis. But in spite of everything, he
likes Crocker- Harris. Taplow, however,
praises Frank as a teacher. He says
that he is young.

| \ ‘?.\.\r

Millie ‘Crocker is the wife of Crocker-
Harris, She is a thin woman in her late
thirties, She is rather more smartly
dressed than the ‘general run of
schoolmasters’ wives’. Both Frank and
Taplow feel her presence. Taplow feels
uneasy. He fears that perhaps she heard
him talking ill of Mr Harris, She sends
Taplow to a chemist. She agrees to take
the blame on her in case Mr Crocker -
Harris comes in Taplow’s absence.

Version—a statement, D,
remove—promotion, T peT H
ST BRAT;  slackers—shirkers,
PHHAR; muck—dirt, rubbish; kept
in-made to overstay by the teacher;
got carried away—too much excited
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to keep oneself in check; cut—
run away, avoid; sadist—a person
who takes pleasure out of giving
pain to somebody; shrivelled-up—
shrunken, Wﬁfﬂ\-ﬁg{q excerpt—
extract, 3g\Ul ; extra—additional,
mﬁiﬂ; specialise—gain speciality,
Ut dXHATl  ;criterion—
yardstick, T ;  protestingly—
disagreeing,?l'f%lﬂ'ﬁ g{; The
Agamemnon-a play by a Greek writer,
AT ATE® ; indicating—pointing to;
strung—threaded, joined, Ry gy,
kept in—made to overstay for some
reason,dTg H S8 BI glefl T |

For good—for ever, permanently, {dal
& %IK’; masters—teachers, @T&ﬂ?;
outright—straightaway, RI] —?ﬂ?fl‘;
imitating—copying, &bl IART gy
human—kind-hearted, <dIdIH; gone
too far-said too much,
N ?{; got carried away-too excited
to stay within limit-SXeiT § 31 =T
; evidently—clearly, YUE U4 I ;
severe—strict, harsh, HEN ; cut—get
away, ERBSIE ; lock—up—closure
of the school, ¥pol Bl Fa&l B THY
; probable—perhaps, 2IUg ; envy—
feel jealous, STg XAl ; form—class,
D&l ; scared—afraid, ?TJ?ﬂFT; sadist—
one who gets pleasure out of giving
pain to others,@ﬁ I Y SHY Aol
dlefl ; pause—short silence or
gap in speech, c&XId; frightening—
one who creates fear, ENERCIR ;
shrivelled up—shrunken, RIS gl

Shrivel—contract, I(Qigpsj S 1
exaggerating—overstating the facts,
dol —dgl $hXY de-dl ; classical-

(here) wonderful, very old, IRATY

; politeness—gentle feeling,
ﬁFPEIFIT; confess—admit, Rﬂ’cb—l?ﬁT;
advance—Improvement, FPT%;
general run—common wives of
teachers; cape—cloak, sleeveless
loose fitting garment, <dfdIcql
screen—curtain, tl?f; infinitely—

greatly, 31_21@_65; relieved—relaxed,
Xled dd ; frantically—nervously,
W%Wﬂ goes lose ﬁ@?ﬂ
particularly—especially, Ty &g 3
; prescription—a physician’s slip. of

medicine, E_CH’SS &I g7 |
NMAIN POINTS

1. Frank is a young school master.

2. Crocker-Harris is a middle aged
master.

3. Taplow is a boy of sixteen. He
has come in to do extra work as
ordered by Crocker Harris.

4. Taplow is in the lower fifth class.

5. Taplow is waiting for the result. If
he passes, he will opt for science
in the next class.

6. Mr Crocker-Harris is unlike other
teachers. He never tells the result
before it is officially announced.

7. Taplow says that he is extremely
interested in science. He likes
science more than Aeschylus’
‘Agamemnon.’

8. Frank tells Taplow that if a student
is given any extra work on the last
day, he is sure to get through.
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10.

11.

12.

13

14

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Taplow describes that such sort
of rules don’t apply to Mr Crocker-
Harris.

Mr Harris told Taplow that he had
given him what he deserved; no
less and no more.

Frank relishes Taplow speaking
against Crocker-Harris but
pretends to be fair to him.

He suggests Taplow not to wait
and cut his class and go back
home.

Taplow is scared of Crocker-
Harris. He doesn’t dare to cut the
class.

Frank admits that he envies his
fellow teacher Mr Crocker-Harris.
Students are very much scared of
him.

Taplow replies that Mr Crocker-
Harris is not a sadist and.doesn’t
enjoy torturing others.

Mr Crocker-Harris .doesn’t show
his real feelings. He is shrivelled
up inside like a nut.

Mr Harris hates people who like
him.

In spite of all.shortcomings in Mr
Harris, Taplow likes him.

Then _Millie -~ Crocker appears.
Taplow “is much frightened.
Perhaps she has heard everything
they were talking about.

But she comes to the aid of
Taplow. She defends him with a
natural plan.

N\
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21. She takes out a prescription.
She asks Taplow to take this
prescription to the chemist and
come back before Mr Crocker-
Harris comes.

Taplow:

Taplow was sixteen years old,studying
inthe lower fifth grade. His conversation
with Frank tells us about his likes and
dislikes. It also helps us to know about
Crocker-Harris. Taplow had a desire
to specialize in a Science subject. He
did not like arts, especially the play
‘Agamemnon’. He _.was very frank
and straightforward about his idea of
Crocker-Harris: Taplow had a strange
attitude towards him. He admitted
that in spite of everything he still liked
Crocker-Harris. He even laughed at
his poorjokes out of courtesy. He even
worked for him in his absence. Taplow
went to the chemistto get a prescription
for him. He has to stay behind even on
the last day of the school. Mr. Crocker-
Harris has given him extra work to
do because he had been ill for a day
during the week and missed the class.
It is already very late. Mr. Crocker-
Harris has not come yet. But Taplow is
afraid of Crocker. He dare not leave the
class until Crocker comes. Although he
is afraid of Crocker, he doesn’t dislike
him. We can say that Taplow is a very
obedient student.

2Tl Aielg ¥ &1 o, el gradi
Hell H yedl ATl thab & ARSI
Jradid 89 SHd] g9e IR ATIRIE &

IR ¥ 9dl 81 I8 BH hIov-sRA &
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IR ¥ S ¥ ) 9e¢ Hal g1 el
3! 3ol fagm favy & foeysar sire
A B Al I bl UHE el o,
WTABR SEAH Alcdh| I8 Hhihi-
SRE & o fIaR & IR # 9gd wE
IR AT I U BT ISP Wil Tofd
T Tl S84 WaR fhar fe a9
$B b qIIolE o AU I PIHR-aRYA
g g1 Il da b I8 RERR &
HROT I AT epall IR W g4
SIS A 7 0 S8 396
for &/ foan et Sd forw gar
o & oIy BT & Ui AT "pe
& MR foT Y S0 T T&+T vl
gl ey Bier-aRa 7 S9 1R
o foar & wife 98 9«8 & SR

7 o) |
%W—%&?ﬁﬁm%
I ST HIdY I ST 21 STd'dd
hTchN el 3ITT Id ddb I hell BISH
P ferTd 81 Bl BTelfd a8 HId
ST, i1 I8 I TS 8l Bhrdl
gl B9 ®8 Fdd © 1P Il Ub 98 ol
JATSTHRI BT B

ANDREW CROCKER
HARRIS:

Mr. Crocker Harris is a middle aged
senior teacher in the same school
where Frankis alsoateacher. Mr. Harris
teaches Latin to'students. He is a very
strict teacher and enjoys an admirable
commandover his students. He follows
the rules and regulations of the school
quite meticulously. He is strict with his
students; but he is not a sadist. He
does not want his students to like him;
he wants them to make sincere efforts
in learning. He gives extra work to
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students who show carelessness and
make mistakes. Though he is strict, his
students admire him. He was sincere
towards his work as a teacher and was
known to be a strict disciplinarian who
did not disclose the results before it
was announced by the headmaster.

firer wiex R ¥ q Udh
HETH Y I3 o IR R1egss € 5181 s
0N s R1erd g1 5t 2R o1 B dife
UGId 1 I8 U 95 A R16Td B 3R
T BT R Udh ART8-1Y 3Ma e T
HRAT 81 T8 BIH] AGL! A (Tpel &
i el fafaEt &1 gras. Bar B
I BT BT & 1 g%, B;  off
I8 Uh AfSwe 7Tl gl_d8 el argdl
b S B SH YA BY; I8 AT
2 fh I Rgw §SHHe N I T By
& 31 BT DT ARIRET BTH T & Sl
ATIRaTe! faET § 8l el #Rd &
ITd] YT B &1 I8 Udh R1ed &
Y H U4 HTH & Ui AR & 3R
Ueh H&d ARAID b FY H ST S
o ST MerTITEATa s gIRT SN fhT oI
 ggl UROTHAT HT Gl T8 Hed Al

MR. FRANK:

Mr. Frank was a younger teacher who
enjoyed making fun of Mr. Crocker
Harris. He was a man of poor morals
as he had no qualms in having an
insincere intimate relationship with Mr.
Crocker Harris’s wife, Millie Crocker
Harris. He told Taplow not to wait for
Crocker Harris as he was being late.
This clearly shows that Frank was a
man of not only poor moral values but
also failed to be an ideal teacher. This
is also clearly evident when he said that

/
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he hated what he taught. Mr Frank, as
his name shows that he was quite a
frank teacher. He likes being liked. He
enjoyed it when Taplow imitated Mr.
Crocker Harris. He doesn’t follow the
rules and regulations of the school. He
doesn’t like his own subject science of
which he was a teacher. He does not
like Mr. Crocker-Harris.

firex theh T wic PReTs 3 e firex
bR BRT BT ASITD IS H TSI 37T
ofT| I8 R AfTdhdl & Afdd & Rifh
Ie FiRer wiey R & u) fieedt
PIPY BRI P 1Y T ST IaeT
e W § BIs fodhd 81 ot 39H
Ul ¥ wal fh a8 drax R &
gle 7 BN Rifd I X Bl Yel Al
Ig WY ®Y I gI7dT & fh b 7 haed
IR ARTE Jei & Afe 2, 9fcsh T
e el e g9+ § Y 3%l XB| IS
0 WY ¥U F WE g 99 391 Dal &
I S RRGRIT S99 I8 THRd HRT
o7 ey e, ST fh S9h A A
gdl dofdl & fb a8 sl uard
e 1 S g¥e oyt ST U¥iE B
19 TU o fiReY Bl e &1 Tdh o
I Tl S7e g8 ATl AT I8 ¥pel b
a9y iR fAf==Et &1 9t At dRdl
gl I AU Gg & g fIsm wig
g1 8, e 7 Riege 3 S fiex
PIPR-aRT i T8l 2

OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS
(MCQ)

1.  Who has written “The Browning
Version’?

A. Terence Rattigan

B. Mr Edgar S. Woolard

3.

4.

C. Mr. Lester Brown
D. Kushwant Singh

Ans. A. Terence Rattigan

Who are the three characters of
the play ‘The Browning Version’?

A. Taplow, Alice and Mr.
Harrow

B. Taplow, Frank and Mrs.
Harris

C. Frank, and Mr. Crocker
— Harris

D.  Alice, Frank -and Mr.
Crocker — Harris

Ans. C. Taplow, Frank, and Mr.

Crocker — Harris

What'is the age of Taplow?
A.. Fourteen B. Sixteen
C. Twenty D. Five
Ans. B. Sixteen

What does Frank do?

A. Student
C. Principal D. Parent
Ans. B. Teacher

Who is Mr. Crocker-Harris?
A. Principal

B. School Teacher

C. middle-aged school-

master

D. Don’t know

B. Teacher

N\
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Ans. C. middle-aged school-
master

Where is the starting scene of the
play set ?

A. School Classroom

B. School Playground

C. Home

D. Road

Ans. A. School Classroom

What was Taplow doing on the
last day of school?

A. Extra Work

B. Time pass

C. Can’tsay

D. completing homework
Ans. A. Extra Work

In which class doesTaplow study?
A. Lower fifth

B. seventh

C. ninth

D. lower tenth

Ans. A. Lower fifth

Why does Taplow have to do
extra work?

A. because he has missed
his previous week due to
illness

Class: 11 The Browning Version Childhood

10.

11.

because he didn’t
perform well in his
studies

because he was there
to help his teacher

because he was called
by his teacher

Ans. A. because he has missed
his previous week due to illness

Why does Taplow want Science
as a remove?

A.
B.

C.
D.

because he has no option

because hefindsthe subject
extremely interesting

because he is confused

Can’t say

Ans. B. because he finds the
subject extremely interesting

Why did Taplow call Mr. Crocker —
Harris ‘Hardly Human’?

A.
B.
C.

because he is a sadist
he is all shriveled up

He is very rude to

everyone

he finds peace in failing
students

Ans. B. he is all shriveled up

12. What book was Taplow reading?

A.
B.

/~ O\
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B. Julius Caesar
D. English Novel

Ans. B. The Agamemnon

C. he asked him what it
meant

D. he did nothing
Ans. A. he laughed

13. At what time was Mr. Harris
supposed to come to school? 17. What is the name of Mr. Crocker
_ is’'s wife?
A. Six-thity B. seven Harris's wife’
C. eleven D. twelve A. Millie Crocker — Harris
Ans. A. Six-thirty B. Miley Crocker — Harris
14. Why was Frank jealous of Mr. C. Haley Crocker — Harris
Crocker — Harris? D’ never noticed
A. because of the effect he Ans. A. Millie Crocker — Harris
has on students
. 18. When did Mrs. Crocker — Harris
B. because of his fame
enter the classroom?
C. because he was senior
use e w e 4 A. When Taplow and Frank
schoolmaster . .
were discussing Mr.
D. because he was paid Harris
well )
B. When no one was in the
Ans. A. because of the effect classroom
he has on students _ .
C. with Mr. Crocker — Harris
15. What short name does Taplow
call Mr. Crocker — Harris in“his D. when only Taplow was
absence? in the classroom
A. Crock B." Harris Ans. A. When Taplow and Frank
were discussing Mr. Harris
C. Crocker. D. Teacher
19. How would you describe Millie
Ans. A.Crock Crocker — Harris?
16. How does Taplow react when Mr. A Thin  Woman late
Crocker — Harris cracked a joke in thirties, smartly dressed
the class?
B. fat woman, forties
A. helaughed
) ) C. thin woman, in her twenties
B. heignored it
7\
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20.

21.

22.

D. thin women,
dressed

smartly

Ans. A. Thin Woman, late

thirties, smartly dressed

Who said the lines, ‘Come along,
Taplow. Do not be so selfish as to
keep a good joke to yourself.’?

A. Mr. Crocker — Harris

B. Millie

C. Frank

D. Principal
Ans. C. Frank

Why was Taplow worried that
Mrs. Crocker — Harris might have
heard what they were saying?

A. as she had been
standing for a. few
minutes when they were
busy talking

B. as she [ interrupted
them talking about his
husband

C. as she heard them
talking about Principal

D. Don’t know

Ans. A. as she had been
standing for a few minutes
when they were busy talking

What was Millie carrying when
she entered the classroom?

A. basket B. books

C. knits D. flowers

Ans. A. basket

23.

24.

25.

26.

Where was Mr. Crocker — Harris?

A. Atthe Bursar’s

B. Athome
C. At market
D. Atlibrary

Ans. A. At the Bursar’s

What did Millie suggest to Taplow
in her husband’s absence?

A. to go to chemist to get
her prescription filled

B. to go to his home
C. to play golf
D. to wait

Ans. A. to go to chemist to get
her prescription filled

Does Taplow think that Mr.
Crocker — Harris is biased?

A. Yes B. no

C. May be D. Can’t Say
Ans. B. no

How is Mr. Crocker — Harris

different from other teachers?
A. as he is not biased

B. as he is strict

C. asheisold

D. asheisrude

Ans. A. as he is not biased

N\
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27.

28.

29.

30.

How did Frank react upon the
arrival of Mrs. Crocker — Harris?

A. he was happy

B. he was nervous

C. he was relieved

D. nothing as such
Ans. C. he was relieved
Who was Agamemnon?

A. he
astrologer

was American

B. he was an Egyptian king

C. he was the king of Myce-
nae in Greek mythology

D. Don’t know

Ans. C. he was the king of My-
cenae in Greek mythology

What does ‘Remove’ mean in the
chapter?

A. a division-.in British

Schools
B. take away something
C. unfasten
D. getrid of

Ans. A. a division in British
Schools

Does Mr. Crocker — Harris come
to the school in the play?

A. Yes B. No
C. Maybe D. Can’tsay
Ans. B. No

N\
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SHORT ANSWER
QUESTIONS

Q1.

Ans. In

Q2.

Why does Mr Frank envy Mr
Crocker-Harris?

Spite of Crocker-Harris
nottellingtheresultstothestudents
beforeitis officiallyannouncedand
in spite of his making students stay
back and take extra work, the
students still have a liking for
Mr Crocker-Harris. This makes
Frank envy Mr CrockerHarris for
the impact he has on students.

What is funny about. Taplow’s
attitude towards Crocker-Harris?

Ans. Taplow. has more than one

Q3.

reason . to. dislike Mr Crocker-
Harris but strangely he has a grim
liking forthe teacher and does not
mind._doing extra work for him.
May be it is his fear of the man,
but the fact remains that Taplow’s
attitude to Mr Crocker-Harris is
funny because it defies logic.

In which one respect Crocker-
Harris is very different from all
other masters Taplow has known?

Ans. Unlike other masters, Mr Crocker

Harris does not reveal the results
before the due date since it is
the head master’s prerogative
to declare the results. Moreover,
while most teachers loved to hear
that children like them, he scoff at
the very idea of a child telling him
that he is likeable.
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Q4.

What advice does Mr Frank give
Taplow? Is it safe for Taplow to

follow it?

Ans. Franksuggeststo Taplowtoleave

Q5.

and not to wait for Mr Crocker-
Harris because he is ten minutes
late. Taplow could still go and play
golf but he is afraid that Crocker-
Harris will follow him home or
do something else. Taplow is
really shocked to hear Mr Frank’s
suggestion and shudders to think
of the consequence of following
it.

Comment on the attitude shown by
Taplow towards Crocker-Harris:

Ans. Taplow is respectful towards Mr.

Q6.

Crocker-Harris and likes him for
his principles. He criticizes him for
being a feelingless person yet re-
gards him an extraordinary mas-
ter. He is mortally afraid of him
and dare not cut the extra work
even on the last day of the term.

Does Frank seem 'to encourage
Taplow’s comments. on Crocker-
Harris?

Ans. Yes, Frank seems to encourage

Taplow’s comments on Crocker-
Harris. He shows appreciation for
Taplow’s imitation of Mr Crocker-
Harris and asks him to repeat
it. On another occasion, Frank
tells Taplow not to keep a good

Class: 11 The Browning Version Childhood

Q7. What

Childhood

joke (narrated in the style of Mr
Crocker Harris) to himself but to
tell it to others.

do you gather about
Crocker-Harris from the play?

Ans. Mr Crocker-Harris appears as

a stem master who is a man of
principles and stickler to the rules.
He believes in fair assessment of
his students and is not swayed by

emotions, as the man is~hardly
human. He is not a sadist, but strict
in. the performance of his duties.
Even on his last'day at school,
when he is @ver-busy in his own
affairs, he _does not neglect his

duty towards his students.

/—[ Childhood ]

About the authoa

Introduction]

Summary ]

T T T T

Main Points]
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Literary Devices
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Marcus Natten is a Norwegian writer
who holds a position with New Zealand
andis the head of Hatchery Innovations
LMD. He is best known for The Book
Thief and The Messenger.

INTRODUCTION

The poem, ‘Childhood’. focuses on
the theme of loss of innocence. In
this poem, the poet, Markus Natten
wonders when and where he lost his
childhood. Adolescence is usually a
confusing time for a child who is unable
to immediately come to terms with the
physical, hormonal and psychological
changes in his or-her personality. He
becomes a ‘young adult’; he neither
wants to call himself a child nor is he
completely an.adult.

HIIdl, ‘Childhood” #NRIT &
BT b (9 IR i 81 5 B
¥ BId AHH T+ ATIY B & b
SBM YT g9 P 3R HEl @l

el forenRTaRe AR ) & 9=

” _\
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& 1T veh i == e 99y BT
2, ST 3704 fdvred § IRIR®, g™l
3R HATAh GRT] & A1 e

T8l 3T UTd 81 a8 UP “Jal GIRD° 9+
AT ®; 98 | ga Dl gl el
%ﬂmé‘aﬁ?ﬁﬁa@gﬁmsﬁquw
|

SUMMARY

Obsessed with the Loss of Childhood

The poet is obsessed with the.loss
of his childhood. He wants to know
exactly when he lost his childhood.
He makes different speculations. He
realises that the.process of attaining
adulthood and the less of childhood is
gradual. It involves different stages of
growth.

| L
m. |
Y & THAM I TR

S 30 99 & JHAH A IR B
g ST 918l & fob SO 3191 99+
B GIIT| TE IRE-ARE & HIT ST
gl SN Udl gadr § f aavmar ure
B IR IGT b JHA Bl Uil
fR-R I B 399 faara & fafy=
IROT I 2

Rationality-The First Step to Maturity

The poet makes a guess that it was
at the age of eleven when he started
thinking like a rational human being.
He realised that ‘hell and heaven’ were
mere imaginary concepts and they

existed only in the mind. It was the
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time when he started distinguishing
between truth and imagination; reality
and fiction.

THIAA-IRIFIAT B AR TBAl
HSH

DI AT T & fb I8 RE Iy
DI MY H AT 9 IFT U ThA
SHM Bl A38 Qe I [Ha1 I
HEqd fpa1 {6 R 3R W@ P
HTAD IR & 3R d bael 44
HEIHIS[E &1 I8 I8 Y o1 g SBi
A 3R BT & §1d AR BRAT I
fpaT; aRAfIhdr R BTl

Ability to See Through the Hypocrisy
of Adults

Perhaps the poet lost his childhood
when he was able to see through the
hypocrisy of adults. He realised thatthe
grown ups were not as good.as they
appeared to be. Nor/did they practise
love in their life as they frequently
talked and preached. Gradually, when
he learnt this art, he moved a step
toward adulthood.

TJID] &b UGS & ATIH- ' 6@ B
&l

IS Hfd 7 BT g9+ @ {3 <79
I8 TITD] h RIS & HIEIH I @ |
[eTH AT| eI+ Hegd (bl a3 ol
I 3w el I e d g &1 T8
IR 7T Sfia=T H UH BT 1T b
TP T TR I B R YIR B
| R-R, STd S| I8 Holl I,
Tl d TIHAT BT IR U HaH 1T I
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Individuality—the Loss of Childhood

There came a stage in the poet’s
life when he developed the art of
independent thinking. At this stage

he realised that his mind was his own
and it was not influenced or directed
by others. The day he developed his
individuality, he ceased to be a child.

Ffdaed g9uT o1 81

g & STaq § Th UHT USTd 37T S
IgI- wadl o Bl el &1 fdebrd
fpar 59 WR R I8+ #eqd_ foar
f IADBT A7 IAHBT YT A1 AR T
I yyrfad a1 el w8l ol
e Su 31U elaica faeRid
T, I8 9<d1 781 8]l

Childhood Reflected in the Innocent
Face of an Infant

In the final stanza the poet asks,
‘Where did my Childhood go? Then he
comes.-out with an answer. Perhaps
his Childhood is lying hidden at a place
that has been forgotten. The glimpse
of his lost childhood can be seen over
the innocent face of an infant.

7o RIg] & AIGH A8} § FAHal g9
3ifow g § &fd qodl 8, A1 g9
HEl AT AT? Y I8 U STaTd & a1
e AT 21 I SHT g9 fohel)
Yofl g8 S8 IR o1 Ul 81 U ArgH

JEN IR I9d WU g99 Dl
SIEETIE
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MAIN POINTS

1. The poet seems to be obsessed with
the question: “When did my childhood
go”?

/~ O\
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2. When he completed eleven years,
he grew rational. He realised that ‘hell’
and ‘heaven’ are imaginary concepts
and don’t exist anywhere but only in
the mind.

3. There came a period in the poet’s
life when he saw hypocrisy in the lives
of the grown ups. Perhaps that was
the time when he lost his childhood.

4. When the poet developed his own
individuality, that was the stage when
he ceased to be a child.

5. He started thinking independently
without being influenced or directed by
others.

6. In the last stanza, the poet does not
ask ‘when’ he lost his childhood but
asks ‘where’ his childhood has gone
to?

7. The poet himself gives an answer.
His childhood stands. for innocence
and it is lying hidden in the innocent
face of an infant.

GLOSSARY

go — end (HHIKT élﬂl)

ceased to be — stopped being (ﬂﬁ
g )

realised — understood (FTHS)
seemed — appeared (El?ﬂ?[ g3
preached — taught (UdIX)

act — behave (ST J TIER HRAI)

lovingly — with compassion or love
for others (QIR@)

really mine — when not influenced
by others’ opinions(?ﬁ[ﬁﬁ?ﬂ

whichever — any ($:Iﬁi I S ﬁﬁ)
producing — creating (ST )

thoughts — views, opinions coming
from the poet’s mind (

forgotten — unremembered (HFITI?;)

hidden — concealed, kept out. of

sight (89 Q)
infant — small child (d<d1)

LIFERARY DEVICES
G CAREEY)

1.Refrain—(Line (s)thatis/are repeated
at regular intervals throughout the
poem. The refrain often carries the
central message of the poem)- “When
did-my childhood go?.... Was that the
day!”’

2.. Antithesis — (A rhetorical device
in which two opposite ideas are put
together in a sentence to achieve a
contrasting effect)- “Hell and Heaven”

3. Alliteration — (Repetition of same
consonant sound at the beginning
of two adjacent words) - “My mind”;
“Whichever way”; “That, they”

4.Inversion — when the subject-verb
order is reversed “To use whichever
way | choose”

5. Rhyme scheme- The poet does not
follow any particular rhyme scheme.
Only the first stanza has a rhyme
scheme of ‘abbccd’

N\
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OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS
1. What is the poem ‘Childhood’
about?

A. Poet’s lost childhood

B. Childhood of every
person

C. Childhood of poet’s
child

D. Poet’sfather’schildhood
Ans. A. Poet’s lost childhood

2. After what age did the poet realise
that he had lost his childhood?

A. Twelve B. Eleven

C. Ten D. Thirteen
Ans. B. Eleven

3. What the poet could not find in
the Geography book?

A. Hell and Heaven

B. End to sky
C. Island
D. Country

Ans. A. Hell and Heaven

4. What did the poet find out about
Hell'and Heaven?

A. They could be found in
Geography books

B. They were imaginary
places

C. They were in America
D. They were in India

Ans. B. They were imaginary
places

What did the poet realise about
adults?

A. That they are mature
B. They have to earn money

C. They are not what they
seem to be

D.. They are cunning

Ans. C. They are not what they
seem to be

Why are the adults not what they
seem to be?

A. . They talk and preach of
love but do not act so

B. They are very shrewd
C. They are selfish
D. They are lazy

Ans. A. They talk and preach of
love but do not act so

What did the poet realise about his
mind when he lost his childhood?

A. That he can use it in
whichever way he wants

B. Thatheisveryintelligent
C. That he is dumb
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D. That he cannot use it in 11.

whichever way he wants

Ans. A. That he can use it in
whichever way he wants

What did the poet conclude about
his lost childhood at the end of
the poem?

A. It went to another

dimension

12.

B. Itwenttosome forgotten
place

C. It moved away with time

D. It shifted to his younger
sibling

Ans.B.Itwentto some forgotten
place

Where could he see his childhood 13:

now?
A. In an infant's face
B. Only in his memories

C. Nowhere

14.

D. In his brother
Ans. A. In an infant’s face

What type.of Rhyme Scheme is
used in the poem ‘Childhood’?

A. ABABAB B. ABBABA
C. ABABCB D. ABBCCD
Ans. D. ABBCCD
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Who is the poet of the poem
‘Childhood’?

A. Shirley Toulson

B. Walt Whitman

C. Marcus Natten

D. Naipaul

Ans. C. Marcus Natten

What is the meaning of the word
‘ceased’?

A. Starting of something
B. Come to an end

C. Inthe middle

D. To chase something
Ans. B. Come to an end

What'is the opposite of the word
‘hidden’?

A. Open B. Closed

C. Partial D. Exposed
Ans. D. Exposed

According to the poet, adults are

A. Hypocrites

B. Smart

C. Lovable

D. Intelligent and Cunning

Ans. A. Hypocrites
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15.

16.

17.

What did the poet sense about
himself when he realised he
could use his own mind the way
he wants?

A. He sensed that he is as
intelligent as his friends

B. He sensed his own
individuality and a
separate personality

C. He sensed that he is
very smart

D. He sensed that he could
use his mind in creative
work

Ans. B. He sensed his own
individuality and a separate
personality

What refrain literary device is
used in the poem ‘Childhood’?

A. When did ‘/my" childhood
go?

B. Hell and Heaven

C. Could not be found in
Geography

D. That’s all | know

Ans. A. When did my childhood
go?

Antithesis is where two opposite
words are used together in a
sentence in a poem, where did
the poet use it?

A. Infant’s face
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18.

19.

20.

B. Forgotten place

C. Hell and Heaven

D. Preached of love
Ans. C. Hell and Heaven

Which of these is NOT one of the
options where the poet thinks that
his childhood has gone?

A. The time when he
ceased to be twelve

B. The time when 'he
realized that hell and
heaven could- not be
found in Geography

C. The time when he
realized that adults were
hypocrites

D. None of the Above

Ans. A. The time when he
ceased to be twelve

Which poetic device has been
used in the following line-Was it
when | found my mind was really
mine.

A. Alliteration
B. Simile
C. Metaphor

D. Personification
Ans. A. Alliteration

What question does the poet put
forth?
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A. “When did my childhood
go?’

B. “Wheredid mychildhood
go?”

C. BothAandB
D. None of these

Ans. C. Both A and B

SHORT ANSWER QUES-
TIONS

Q1. What according to the poem is
involved in the process of growing
up?

Ans. According to the poem, the
process of growing up involves
attaining maturity and becoming a
rational and logical thinker. When
the poet became an adult, he.was
able to see the hypocrisy in other
people. He could. distinguish the
behaviour of " double-standard
preach and talk-of-love. A grown-
up can tell the difference between
reality and fantasy. A mature
person stresses on his thoughts
and is capable of having his own
opinion.

Q2. What is the.poet’s feeling towards
childhood?

N\
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Ans. The poet is disappointed

Q3.

and puzzled by the loss of his
childhood. He wanted to know
when was the moment he became
a grown-up and lost the innocence
of an infant. He expresses his
confusion by asking when and
where did his childhood go.

What did the speaker learn about
the existence of Heaven and
Hell?

Ans. As the speaker grew. to be

Q4.

mature, he acquired reasoning
power. He realized that Hell
and Heaven could not be found
in _Geography books or Atlas.
Since they.could not be located
anywhere in the world map, he
concluded that they did not exist.
He-would believe only what he
could see and find.

How did the speaker realise the
hypocrisy of the adults?

Ans The speaker noticed a wide gulf

between what adults appeared to
be and what they actually were in
real life. There was an apparent
contradiction between their words
and deeds. They talked of love
and advised others to love, but
they never acted lovingly.
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