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Silk Road and Father to Son
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PROSE- SILK . ABOUT THE AUTHOS

ROAD (3 7)) NICK
MIDDLETON
Silk Road

Born in 1960
(Prose)
Birth Place:
London, England
About the authorj
Physical
Geographer

Father to
Son (Poem)

|

Word meaningsj

T T T

Supernumerary
) fellow of St.
Some important notes Anne’s College,
Oxford
The Royal
Geographical
Society’s “Nes
Summary of the text] Award “ in 2022.

lIl. WORD MEANINGS

Objective type qUGStionS] 1. Kora — meditation performed
by Buddhist believers (Eﬁ@
frearReat g1 frar a7 &)

) 2. Ducking Back — going inside

Short Answer type questions .
ypedq and then coming out (&Y ST

BT 2 3R fhe grex 381 R)

3. Size me up- to look at someone
Long Answer type questions ) attentively (ARIdT | AIefor

Easl)

T T T

e
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

Clambered- move or climb in an

awkward way(%l%ﬂlﬁ 3| de )
Drokba- Shepherd(dXdTa])

Nibbling - take a small bite

(PR

Arid- having little or no rain

CEARSIED)

Pastures-land covered

grass (ﬂﬁ%{ Y 9 emmﬁ—cn

Bounding- jump; hop; bounce

(IR

with

Herd- a large group of animal

(93] ¥1ge)

Galloping -progressing in an
uncontrollable manner (ﬁTrﬁ Kl
B

En masse- in a.group (ﬂTﬁ%‘ﬁ
Y )

Manoeuvres- military exercises

(FETHITY)
Plumes- Trails (J&f<g)

To rise or roll.in"wares or surges

(@R 8=
Evasive- slippery (UcYq)

Veering- to change direction

suddenly (J$)

Shaggy- bushy or hairy (1dX1)

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Ferocious- cruel or violent ($X)

Glinting- sparkle or twinkle
(AHDT Z31T)
Meanders- to follow a winding

course of ariver or road (HIIGIR
ART A 8T B 371 g1

Daubed-  spread a thick
sticky substance on a surface

carelessly (§AXE i I )

Lichen- a slow-growing plant
which grows on walls, trees or

rocks (%ﬂﬂﬂvﬁrﬁaaﬁwﬁm

Swathe- a+=long strip of land

(STHIF DT gEN

Encrusted- decorated with a

hard surface layer (AUSIGRR)

Slither- to move smoothly over a

surface (Jed)

Cairn of rocks -the pile of stone on
the top of the mountain, especially
where someone is buried.

Festooned- decorated(dadIX
REsSIED)
Salt flats- thatched roof covered

with snow (EIT% I Th! vd)

Pockmarked- disfigured with a

scar (®Tc)

Brackish-
(ETRT)

slightly salty water
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32. Vestiges- (37a¥T) lll. SOME IMPORTANT

NOTES

33.

34.

35.

Laden- (cIQT g31I)
Grim (-4IHR)

Accumulated- STHT g3l

SILK ROAD

i

RAVU

B

36. Venerated- AHTT BRI
{MOUNT KAILASH]
37. Cosmology- science about the
origin and development of the
universe (F&7is fasm) KORA
38. Dirty- &l
PROKBA
39. Detention- captivity (PIRTIN)
;-l CHANGTANG
40. Sanctity- pure (Q!IE, qfa=) )
41. Nocturnal- night time (XTd ) ‘ GAZELLES
42. Gasping- breathlessness KIANG
43. Pellets- (‘ilc_*i , el
—CTlBETAN MASTIFa
44. Derelict- ruined ((EYTY)
45. Envisaged- predicted (@R ) PLATEAU
46. Brook--a small stream (‘Eﬁé)f il —CTETHYS OCEA[\D
CIN)
47. Tiresome ~HTH T LHASA
48. Twisted- FHTIT 31T —[GUALA MONDHATA]
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1. SILK ROAD- The Silk Road
was a network of ancient trade
routes,established in 130 BCE, which
linked the regions of the ancient world
for business. Here Nick Middleton
uses this name to describe his journey
to Mount Kailash for Kora.

(] 300 600 mi
THE SILK ROAD
300 600 900 km ’
Lake %
S o

uuuuu
ccccc
SEA

2. RAVU- Name of a place from where
Nick Middleton started his journey. for
Mount Kailash in SILK ROAD.

3. MOUNT KAILASH- Mount Kailash
is a mountain in Tibet.. It is-located
close to Lake Manasarovar and Lake
Rakshastal. The sources of four major
Asian rivers lie close to this mountain.
Mount Kailash is considered sacred in
four religions: Hinduism,..Buddhism,
Jainism and Bon.

4. KORA- Kora is both a type of
pilgrimage and a type of meditative
practice in the Tibetan Buddhist or Bon
traditions.

5. DROKBA- This refers to the people
who wander as nomads in the region
of Tibet.

6. CHANGTANG- The Changtang
is a part of the high altitude Tibetan
Plateau with vast highlands and giant
lakes. Changtang is home to the
Changpa, a nomadic Tibetan people.
The two largest settlements within the
Tibetan. Changtang are Rutog Town
and Domar Township

7. GAZELLES- A gazelle is a kind of
antelope.They are found mostly in the
deserts, grasslands, and savannas of

Africa and also in Asia.

8. KIANG- The kiang is the largest of
the wild asses.

9. TIBETAN MASTIFF- It is a large
size Tibetan dog breed.This dog can
run up to a speed of 20 mph over short
distances (32kph).In SILK ROAD as
the author passed the nomad’s dark
tents,he saw some Tibetan mastiffs
who would bark ferociously and
fearlessly as his car came close to the
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shepherds’ tents. These dogs were
very popular in China’s Imperial courts
as hunting dogs and brought along the
silk road as tribute from Tibet.

10. PLATEAU- a large high area of flat
land

11. TETHYS OCEAN- The Tethys was
an ancient ocean that existed before
the evolution of the Indian Ocean.
Tethys was orientated east—west and
separated the large continents of
Gondwana and Laurasia.

12. LHASA- It is the .urban center
and the administrative-capital of Tibet
Autonomous Region in China.

13. GURLA MANDHATA- Gurla
Mandhata is the highest'peak of the
Nalakankar Himal, a small subrange
of the Himalaya.:lt.is named after king
Mandhata.

14. DARCHEN- At the foot of Mt.
Kailash, there is a lonely village,
Darchen, which is just situated right in
front of the Sacred Mount Kailash.

15. TREK- A long hard work, lasting
several days or weeks, usually in the
mountains.

Class: 11 Silk Road and Father to Son
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LHAMO
DANIEL

TSETAN
—Q CHINESE YOUTI—D

‘[EKAI KAWAGUCHD

(o)

NICK MIDDLETOI\D

Characters

SVEN HEDI@

T

ATIBETAN DOCTOR]

NORBU

1. NICK MIDDLETON- Narrator of the
text who describes the journey and the
hardships faced on the Silk Road.

2. LHAMO- Lhamo was a female
friend of the author who gave him a
long-sleeved sheepskin coat that men
in Tibet usually wear.
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3. DANIEL- Author’s friend who
accompanied him to the small town of
Hor on his journey to Mount Kailash.

4. TSETAN-Tsetan was alocal Tibetan.
Nick Middleton hired his cab to travel
up to Darchen from Ravu. At Drachen
when the author fell ill, Tsetan took him
to Darchen medical college. He was
also a devout Buddhist and believed
in life after death.So he did not mind if
the author would die in Darchen.

5. A CHINESE YOUTH- The author
was served tea by him in Hor’s only
cafe.

6. EKAI KAWAGUCHI- Ekai
Kawaguchi was a Japanese Buddhist
monk who was famed for his journeys
to Nepal and to Tibet.He was so moved
by the sanctity of the lake that he brust
into tears.

7. SVEN HEDIN- was a Swedish
geographer, explorer and travel writer.
In his book From Pole to Pole, Hedin
describes a journey through Asia and
Europe between the late 1880s and
the early 1900s.

8. ATIBETAN DOCTOR-- He told the
author that he was sick because of the
cold and the altitude. He also gave him
some traditional medicines.

9. NORBU- The author met him at
Darchen. He was a Tibetan who worked
in Beijing at the Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences. He had also come to
do the Kora.

Author’s journey to
Mount Kailash for
Kora

i

Departure from Ravu]

Took a Shortcut)

Kyang’ and ‘Drokpas’
on their way

The Tibetan Mas@

LT T T L

ce-clogged VaIIey)

heir Way

f:L\

More Hazards or]

=

n the Town of Hor]

O
o)
-
@)
>
0]
>

Troubled Night in ]

Effort to feel better]

Tsetan and Author
in Darchen Medical
College

T T T

Tsetan Left Author)

Glimpses of Darchen
through Author

T

NI N

Meeting with Norbu

Their Plans to
Continue the Journey

Wapin
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“Silk Road” by Nick Middleton is an
adventure story where the author
describes his travel along the ancient
trade route namely Silk Road.

At the beginning, the author left Ravu
along with Daniel and Tsetan, their
tourist guide. Before leaving, Lhamo
gave him a long-sleeved sheepskin
coat as they were heading towards
Mount Kailash, a very cold region, to
complete Kara.Their guide, Tsetan,
took a short cut and assured them that
the journey would be smooth if there
was no snow.

As they continue their Journey, they
encounter a few gazelles, a great-herd
of wild asses which formed a ‘Kyang’
before them. Then they passed some
solitary drokpas tending their flocks.
They would stop and stare, sometimes
waving hands to them.

As they passed the nomad’s dark
tents,they saw some Tibetan mastiffs
who would bark ferociously. and
fearlessly as their car came close to
the shepherds’ tents. 'These dogs
were very popular in China’s Imperial
courts as hunting .dogs and brought
along the silk road as tribute from
Tibet. After.some.time, they entered a
valley which was mostly clogged with
ice and glinting in the sunlight.

As they continued to climb, the turns
became sharper and the ride bumpier
through steeper slopes which were
covered with snow. At this point the

writer began to feel uncomfortable due
to coldness. Suddenly they found their
road was blocked by snow and there
was risk of disbalancing the car. Setan
gave the idea of flinging dirt across the
frozen surface and finally they crossed
the snow. But after ten minutes, they
got another blockage and drove from
the other side of the ice.

Thus they went on and finally reached
the small town of Hor. Here they bade
farewell to Daniel and also repaired
the car. According to the author, Hor
was a miserable place with dust-and
rocks though it sat on_the shore of
Lake Manasarovar, a holy place for
both the Hindus and the 'Buddhists. In
Hor the author drank some tea in its
only cafe and the tea was served by a
Chinese youth in military uniform.Then
they began journey again and reached
Darchen_after 10.30 p.m. and took
shelterin a guesthouse.

The author had a very troubled night
in Darchen. His nostrils were blocked,
and he was not able to get enough
oxygen into his lungs. Most of the
night he sat up, as he was unable to
sleep. The next day he went to the
Darchen Medical College with Setan.
The Tibetan doctor told him that he
was sick because of the cold and the
altitude. He gave him some traditional
medicine and then the author was able
to sleep well that night.

Tsetan left the author in Darchen and
returned to Lhasa. He did not mind
if the author would die in Darchen
because he was a devout Buddhist and
believed in life after death. However,
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he was worried that the author’s death
could affect his business. As the
author became alone, he looked for a
companion and met Norbu.

Like Hor, Darchen was dusty with a lot
of rubbish scattered here and there.
The town appeared to be sparsely
populated and there were no pilgrims
there, as the pilgrimage season
had not yet started. The author had
reached there very early as his main
purpose was to reach Mount Kailash
to complete the ‘kora’ and get a feel
of what a pilgrimage was like. But
he didn’t want to do it alone. He was
looking for someone who could speak
or understand English.

When he was sitting in the only cafe at
Darchen, he met Norbu who was also
there to do ‘kora’, though he was not
a religious person. So, both of them
decided to do the ‘kora’ together.

EEET

“Rfeh S” Uh USda] HEMT & ol
AEd I AR AR 3 Rieh
TS & I Y] ATAT bl IO BT B

YBIAA H, olE@h SAdh JUCH S8

AT AR SR e & A1 ﬂ?&@ﬁ‘s’

I Y1 S 9. UEd, Ml 7 3% Ud
gl 1] b1 THIS Bbie fda1, wifd
T8 PIRT GRT B b ol HATel Uad,

ST 9 37O I SR 6 ©, S $9
Toied] 3R STl Tl 6T Udb d31 3
forerar &, ST S9d ATHA Udh “RITT BT
TS HRAT 81 TR I & TRATET & U1
T Tol ST Sh VS-h Rl Bl TR VL
| d P HR GBI HY Bhd © dl
P I© TR gR PR S ol IBI qP
HA-HAT BT 9 oot B

I} B1 d WHTESIRI b e 99 F TN,
IBH o [Tl AIRSH Bl TSl
IIP] PR TIRATE] P g P DY A
&1 Rl 3R X 81X Hidhd 81y Pl
I b 3] SRR A RPR PR drel
gﬁ\i%wﬁquaﬁ‘cﬁmﬁsﬂ?ﬁl@ﬁ
SR & Y H VIH HrASH] U U
QY| GB FHY 915 d Uh | H Y3l
HX Y Sl SRR % F bl gg Al
SN NSIEIINNETRECE CASIDI

S-ON Tl SR 9 8, Al O
B TV 3R 9% I Tl Wl Tl &
IS8 AR SIchaR 8l Tg1 o9 g
R TGPH Bl 3SPH b HRU JTSOId]
qEgd B M| /e Sweid urdl
o TP TSP 9% W Tvg & IR BR
P I R BT M IaRT gl AT 7
ST g5 9% IR gl el Bl (99 e
3R 3T H I g% Bl UR B Y| oAfbe
T e & 915, S Uh 3R dhiae
el 3R I 9 & g8 TR% ¥ IR U

TSI YBR AN ¢ IR JTTER AT b
BIC Ie% H Ugd| I8l SBi- Si1el bl
foers XU iR R & arvea ) fhu)
AGD & AR, BIR gl AR TSI b
T Uh SI4IT WA o1, 8lclifh I8
ARG 3T & fhaR o= fRrd o, S

U G5 S &3 I AR SR8 A1 ITh oo NN

Mgs, Ad9 o Uh BIel YRAT Hdrel Eﬁmﬁlﬁﬂﬁ Ijjfﬁj@g
SR SE YA o o Aram s 3 =1 AT i1 Uep =+ gaes F =g 7
grft afe g8t av e &l & ¥ RGN 39 918 oikgdh Y I 1T
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& fby 3R 10.30 g9 & I1¢ ST
Ugd S8l QI U IR B3 H TRUI
ferul

aRI H WD bI A dgd IR
ERS EIRIPUSSEIRIEEEREIPI
3R I8 31U sl H T SATeRiTSTT
&l o U7 X2 U1 3 DRI ¥ I8 e )
BIEERIY

I o 98 Ia9 & I gRTA
AfShT Blolol AT ST8T U foedel!
SidFeY 9 S gl b 5 &b I8
W ST TR 8l X&! 81 Y Slaex
9 9% v URIRS Tav 9 AU 3R
g I I 3T dANg Al Th]|

AT 7 WGP DI STa H 8IS (a1 3R
B Bl 3R JRe fBan 3% g4
a1 ¥ DIg VaRTS] 81 o7 fob o &l
g &1 SITQl il g8 Ueh gHI+E dlg

AR Jog & 18 b S, H favard
B | BIlDb, T8 ffcrd o1 f e
DI G IHD JIATT DI YHIAd DY
ﬂﬂ%%lxﬁﬁﬁ&ﬂamac\m gI U, I8
T A1} BT TSAT R & BIR b hih
H ARY A e B

B8R B AXE, STo ol H HRT 51 AT AR
SER-SER &R GRT Hax] [qw@r] geaqre|
218} ¥ 3rqre] o 98d B 9l IR a8l
DIy LI 2T 1, Rl TILATHAT Bl
AT Sl 6 8] g3 UN - I I8l
984 Usel Ugd U 2| i ST 4=
U UR UgEl UL il I8 59 3Tdhel
Tl BRAT AR gl T8 Bl U sl
ﬂaﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬁaﬁ@vﬁaﬁamw
|

519 98 RO & UHATT Hh H 93 9,
a1 STD! eIl ARY A gs, S d8i
“BRT B & foIv oMU o, gTAifd a8
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U T Afdd ol A1 ST, T 7
1T H “BRT B BT holl fHa|

VI. OBJECTIVE TYPE
QUESTIONS
1. What is Kora?

A. Dance

B. name of a small town

C. meditation performed
by Buddhist believers

D. None
Ans. C

2. . Where was the. 'protagonist
heading towards in the beginning
of the chapter?

A. kolkata
B.  Mount Kailash
C. Simla
D. Uttarakhand
Ans. B
3. Who gave the protagonist a fare-
well gift?
A. Norbu B. Tsetan
C. Lhamo D.None of them
Ans.C

4. Where did the protagonist en-
counter the great herd of wild
ass?

A. at Mount Kailash
B. at Changtang
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C. atasmall town

D. where the
became more stony

plains

D. when they were passing
nomads tents

Ans.C

Ans.D 9. Whatwasthe name ofthe author’s
ide?
Who are Drokbas? guide’
A Hill Tribe A. Daniel B. Lhamo
B. Local Shepherds C. Norbu D. Tsetan
C. Tibetan doctors Ans.D
D cuisine 10 .Why was Hor an ugly and
miserable place?
Ans. B
ns A. it had no modern
What did the protagonist notice in markets
front of the nomads tent? X .
B. it had novegetation
A. Tibetan Mastiff B. Cats
! I it didn’t had any proper
C. Rats D. Asses medical facilities
Ans. A D. it had.no place to live
What did the big Tibetan dogs do Ans.B
fter th th hi
2;,: ey saw the approaching 14 At which place of Hor did the
' protagonist wait for Tsetan ?
A. Th hind it
ey rgn PRUYgit as a A. atroadside near lake
bullet fired from a gun
B. They ignored it B. at cartyre’'s shop
C. They danced around it C. inside the car
D. They neversaw it D. Hor’s cafe
Ans. A Ans.D
12. How were the Tibetan Mastiffs

When did the ‘protagonist feel
pressure on his ears?

A. when they reached

Mount Kailash

B. when he was feeling
sick in the car

C. when they entered a
valley along icy river

famous in China’s royal court?
A. As hunting dogs

B. As big animal

C. As wild animals

D. None of the above

Ans.A
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13. What are the names of four rivers

14.

15

16.

that Lake Manasarovar consists
of?

A. The Ganges, the
Yamuna and the Sutlej

B. The Yamuna, the Ganga
and the Indus

C. The Indus, the Ganges,
the Sutlej, and the
Brahmaputra

D. The Indus, the Ganges
and the Yamuna

Ans.C

Where did Tsetan take the
protagonist to seek medical help?

A. Darchen Medical
College

B. Tibetan Ayurvedic Doctor
C. ToLhasa

D. To Ravu again

Ans. A

.What did the Tibetan doctor-give
him?

A. a five day . course
medicine in" a. brown
envelope

B. Ayurvedic medicine
C. Indianmedicine

D Food

Ans.A

Why was the protagonist facing
communication  problems in
Darchen?

Class: 11 Silk Road and Father to Son

17.

18.

19.

A. as he never wanted to
talk to locals

B. as he was always busy
in his meditation

C. as noone knew English
D. all of the above
Ans.C

Where did the protagonist meet
Norbu?

A. atNew York B. atcafe
C. in Delhi D. “.at Hor
Ans.B

Where did Norbu work?

A. inIndia

B. atthe Chinese Academy
of Social Sciences

C: inUK
D. in USA
Ans.B

Why did Norbu want to do Kora?

A. because he wanted to
become a monk

B. because he wanted

peace

C. as he was practicing
meditation from so long

D. because he was writing
an academic paper on
Kailash Kora

Ans.D
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1.

Why has the article been titled
‘Silk Road’?

Ans. The article has been titled ‘Silk

Road’ because the narrator
travelled along the old Silk Route
in the Himalayas that touches
Tibet to reach Manasarovar.

Where was the narrator going?
Through what kind of terrain
would he have to pass?

Ans. The narrator was journeying

towards Mount Kailash and the
Manasarovar Lake where he
had to pass through several high
mountain passes. He had to
journey through a lot of snow and
vast open plains.

How did the author and his com-
panions cross _the first snow
blockage on their journey?

Ans. The snow in the first blockage

s

was very steep and there ' was a
chance that their car could. slip.
So Tsetan came up with the idea
of flinging handfuls. of dirt and
covering the snow. completely
with soil. The narrator and Daniel
got off the vehicle to lighten the
load and Tsetan drove the vehicle
over the snow.

Comment on the behaviour of the
Drokbas towards the author and
his group.

Ans. In the story ‘Silk road’, the

N
116
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drokbas (local shepherds)
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5.

were very simple, naive and
unsophisticated. They were polite
and courteous towards all tourists.
So when they saw their car, they
would pause and stare at the car.
Occasionally they would wave as
they passed.

Describe the Tibetan mastiffs.

Ans. The Tibetan mastiffs are very

violent and ferocious with «big
heads. They are black in colour
with their red collars. They attack
like bullets fired from guns. They
possess massive jaws. Theirbark
is furious. These mastiffs are so
fearless that they can also attack
cars and jeeps.

Where is the town of Hor situated?
Describe the town.

Ans. The town of Hor is located on

the east west highway when one
travels from Lhasa to Kashmir. It
IS a grim desolate place littered
with accumulated refuse. There
is no vegetation in this town. It
is located on the shore of Lake
Mansarovar. On the whole, it has
badly painted concrete buildings.

What is the importance of Lake
Manasarovar?

Ans. Lake Manasarovar has sacred

importance for both the Hindus
and the Buddhists. It is a source
of four great Indian rivers i.e.,
the Indus, the Brahmaputra, the
Ganges and the Sutlej. It is an
extremely beautiful lake. Its first
site often moves the tourists into
tears.
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8.

How was the author’s experience
at Hor a stark contrast to earlier
accounts of the place?

Ans. The author was disappointed

and rather depressed on arrival
at Hor. Previous visitors had been
overwhelmed by the beauty of
Manasarovar Lake, but the author
found Hor shabby and dirty.

How did the author suffer at
Darchen?

Ans. Due to extreme cold winds at Hor,

10.

on reaching Darchen the author
suffered from cold and a blocked
nose. He gasped for oxygen, and
could breathe through one nostril
only. He could not sleep at night.
He sat up and felt better.

Who was Norbu? How was he dif-
ferent from the local people?

Ans. Norbu is a Tibetan working in

Ans. The

Beijing at the Chinese Academy.
He was different from other
Tibetans as he.was wearing a
windcheater and metal rimmed
spectacles of a Western style and
he spoke English fluently.

n)
)

What was the purpose of the nar-
rator’s journey? What route did
he take to reach his destination?

author wanted to
complete Kora, a religious
pilgrimage in  Buddhism.So,

he planned a journey to Mount
Kailash and the Manasarovar

Lake. He travelled through the
old Silk Route in the Himalayas.
One has to pass through several
high mountain passes covered
with snow and vast open plains
in order to reach this destination.
On his journey, the narrator also
crossed Hor and Darchen. The
weather at Hor was extremely
chilly. The narrator found Hor to
be depressing and miserable.
Darchen also proved to be not
an ideal place for the narrator.
He suffered a very troubled and
miserable night due to.changes in
weather and altitude.

Describe in.detail'the narrator’s
miserable night in.Darchen.

Ans. The author spent a very troubled

night. at".Darchen. One of his
nostrils. was blocked again and
he was tired and hungry. He
started breathing through his
mouth. After a while, he woke up
abruptly. His chest felt strangely
heavy but when he sat up, his
nasal passages cleared almost
instantly and relieved the feeling
in his chest. He lay down again.
Just as he was about to doze
something told him not to. He was
not gasping for breath, but could
not go to sleep. He sat up but as
soon as he lay down, his sinuses
filled and his chest felt strange. He
tried supporting himself against
the wall, but could not manage to
relax enough to sleep. He did not
know what was wrong but had a
feeling that if he slept he would
not wake up again. So he stayed
awake all night.

TN\
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ELIZABETH JENNINGS)

Born on 18 July 1926)

.

Died: 26 October ZOOD

educated at Oxford
High School and St.
Anne’s College, Oxford

et

Recoveries (1964D

1. Sown-do something which will
( The Mind Has ] bring a result ( create, produce)
)

[

Mountains (1966 Prodigal- spending. money freely

-

2

3... mourning-.condolence, lament
(The Animals’ Arrival 4. Despite-in spite of

5

6

7

_(1969)

{Lucidities (1970)]

I
{Relationships (1 97zD -
PRODIGAL SON: A story from the Bible

~ which was told by Jesus himself.The
D

Build-up- develop

Acknowledge- concede,agree

Forgive- accept someone’s sorry

- EXtefnding the story begins with a man who has two
\Terntory - sons. The younger son asks his father

to divide his property. After receiving his
/Arts Council of portion, the son promptly sets off on a
_KGreat Britain Prize long journey and begins to waste his

fortune on wild living.

{ngerset MaUQham] When the money runs out, he takes a
Prize job of feeding pigs but fails to succeed.
The young man finally comes to his

2001: Honorary senses, returns to his father and asks
Doctorate of for forgiveness.The father who has
Divinity from been waiting, is overjoyed by the return
Durham University of his lost son.

JEPC Reference Book for Free Distribution : 2022-23 Class: 11 Silk Road and Father to Son




V. SUMMARY OF THE POEM

©) dreamstime.com

FIRST STANZA-

)

Father's failure to understand his son, his regret for
not building a relationship when he was a child

choices are different

(@)X

THIRD STANZA-

Father wishes his son to stay in his house forever

SECOND STANZA-
— | Father and son are built in some design but their

)

FOURTH STANZA-

Every father and son should stay in the same
world together and forget their past mistakes

SUMMARY IN ENGLISH

‘Father to son’ is about the complex
relationship “between a father and
a son. The poem highlights the
generation gap between the father
and son duo and expresses the pain
and helplessness that the father feels
due to his failure in understanding his

Class: 11 Silk Road and Father to Son

child. In the first stanza, the father
wants to build the same kind of bond
with his son as he had in his son’s
childhood. But, perhaps he has missed
the opportunity. Though his son is
built in his design and they share the
same house for years, they behave
as strangers. Neither they talk to each
other, nor they understand each other.
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The father wishes his son could be
the Prodigal son of the Bible,and
wants him to return to the home he
has always known, so that they can
rebuild the relationship to have a new
start. He is willing to forgive his son for
running away. He does not want his
child to move to his own world.

In the fourth stanza the poet wishes
that both fathers and their sons all over
the world must learn to live together in
spite of their misunderstandings and
differences.Here the son admits that
he is unable to understand why he
becomes angry when he is in grief.As
there is still love between both of them,
they try to find a way to resolve their
differences but that seems useless:
According to the poet, all fathers and
sons in the world should learn to live
on the same globe and same land.

[ _win
|

g HIIdT T a1 IR g5 & 41 &b
Sifeet Jd4l & IR § g1 BfddT § fudr
JITHT JIABTIAT Bl KT DR & Sl I8
31U g0 BT FH H [Aheidl & BRI
HEY™ BRI & el Talidh | far arae
O & 1T IGT e SO g1 e B
STT o I Y2 |1eT g9 H )
<Ifdhe, TTE 98 999 §1d 7| BTdifdh
Id I Bl I (SolTg H 91T AT
2 3R d ITell 9 U &1 B8R ¥ I8 o
v 9t 9 3THd! Bl TRE FIER B
g1 7 J 39T ¥ 1 B & AR T8 U
TR BT T B

fﬁ?ﬂ qredT & fb Sg@1 Je] TSI P

39T I DI A% B Pl GIR &l q8
&1 =TedT fb DT gt 37Ul g
¥ el Y|

<19 eilep i e aTEel & o g

Tdh T JEA
A1 | I8l del WIDHR Rl 3 [ a8
Ig TE | U7 ¥E © & o9 aw gy
H BIdT ® A1 9% hIfAd. I 81 STl 2
P H1 & 919 3 NER 7, 9 3
HAYGT bl GeAST B G AR 1T WISt
DI IR B & oAl IS Fhel T8l
1 U1 81 Big SR, ST & q4l
e 3TR G DI T &1 7elid 3R T &
LA REE IRSIRCRIRCH Y

VINOBJECTIVE TYPE
QUESTIONS

1. Who is the poet of the poem ‘Fa-
ther to Son’?

A. Shirley Toulson
B. Elizabeth Jennings
C. William Shakespeare
D. John Milton
Ans. B

2. The father regrets that-

A. he knows nothing about
his son

N\
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B. he knows a few bad
things about his son

C. his son does not take
care of him

D. his sonis a drunkard
Ans. A

Father tells him that although they
have lived in the same house for
years, he

A. hate him

B. doesn’t understand his
son

C. dislike him
D. finds him cruel
Ans. B

Does the father know about his
son’s likes and dislikes?

A. No B.- Yes
C. Maybe C. None
Ans. A

Despite all his efforts to fix the
communication gap, was the son
able to understand him?

A. Maybe B. Yes
C. Cantsay D. No

Ans. D

Class: 11 Silk Road and Father to Son

“Built to my design” means

A. that his son does not
look like him

B. that his son wears the
same brand of clothes
that he does

C. that his son looks like
him as far as physical
features are concerned

D. None of these
Ans. C

“What is the meaningof “This child
is-built to my designYet what he
loves | cannot share’?”

A. hissonlookslike himand
they.” share everything
with each other

B. neither does his son
looks like him nor he un-
derstand him

C. His son looks like him
yet they don’t have
anything to share

D. None of these
Ans. C

What is the meaning of the word
‘Prodigal’?

A. spending money freely

B. someone who is smart
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C. understanding son

D. None of these

out of his love
out of his grief

A
B
C. outofhislackof patience
D

Ans. A
9. Isthere a silence between the fa- None of these
ther and the son?
Ans. B
A. Yes B. No
, VIl. SHORT ANSWER
C. Cantsay D. None
TYPE QUESTIONS
Ans. A 1. The father has lived with his son
10. Does the father want his son to in the same.house, yet_he doesn't
move around in his own world? know anything about him, Why?
A. Yes, absolutely Ans. There is a huge communication
gap between the father and
B. Maybe the son. ~The. father doesn’t
understand the aspirations and
C. Notatall longings of the son. They are
sharing ~the same house but
D. None of the above behave like strangers. Therefore,
Ans. C the father doesn’t know anything
about his son.
11. What does ‘empty hand’ signify?
2.  What are the reasons behind the
A. the poverty of the father distance between father and son?
B. the failure of the Ans. The lack of understanding and
father and the son to generation gap between the father
understand each other and the son are the main reasons
for the problem. The father wants
C. the poverty of the son his son to stay in his world forever.
_ ¢ The son, now a young man, has
D.  ihagagpehaviour of the his own aspirations and longings
R therefore lives in a world of his
Ans. B own. The father finds it hard to
' adjust to the growing changes.
12. From where does the son’s anger
, g 3. How does the father feel when his
arise ?
N\
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relationship with his son comes
under strain?

Ans. TheFatherfeelsveryhelplessand
regretful as he fails to understand
his own son.He regrets that he
has never tried to understand his
son’s perspectives.As a result his
son has distanced himself from
him and moves to his own world.

4. \What does the father wish for in
the third stanza?

Ans. The father wishes to improve
his relationship with his son. The
father wants his son to return
to the home that he has left. He
is willing to forgive his son and
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restart their relationship.

What is the meaning of the phrase
‘prodigal son’ in the poem?

Ans. A person who spends money

recklessly is called prodigal. Here
the reference is from the story of
the Bible in which a father gives
his inheritance to his sons. The
younger son leaves, wastes his
fortune and returns to his father’s
home. Still the father is ready to
take him back and forgive him. In
the poem, the father also wants
to forgive his son so that they live
peacefully together again.
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