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ABOUT THE AUTHOR -

-
Masti Venkatesha lyengar (6 June 1891 — 6 June 1986) was
\a well-known writer in Kannada language.

-

Masti was born in 1891 at Hosahalli in Kolar district of
Karnataka in a Tamil speaking Sri Vaishnavaite Brahmin family.

N

He was the fourth among Kannada writers to be honored with
the “Jnanpith Award.”

~

He was popularly referred to as Maasti Kannadada Aasti
which means “Maasti; Kannada’s Treasure”,

-

~

He is most renowned for his short stories. He wrote under the pen

name Srinivasa.

-

He.was honoured with.the title Rajasevasakta by then
Maharaja of Mysore Nalvadi Krishnaraja Wadeyar.

His last work was Maatugara Ramanna, from 1985. “Kelavu
Sanna Kathegalu” (Some Short Stories) was his first notable
work in modern Kannada literature.

~
J
)
J
{He published his first work, Rangana Maduve in 1910. )

first read this short Introduction of the

INTRORBUGTION OF THE story so you can get an insight into the
CHAPTER IN ENGLISH - lesson and its characters.Ranga, the
accountant’s son, is the protagonist
of the novel. He has been given the
opportunity to study outside of the
hamlet. The narrator takes you on

Ranga’s Marriage is a great story to
get a bit of knowledge about the Indian
Wedding society. But, before jumping
directly onto the lesson’s summary,
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a trip in which he changes Ranga’s
mind about marriage, explains how
he organised their wedding with the
assistance of a Shastri, and discusses
the function of English in their hamlet.
The narrator has made sure that your
attention is kept engaged with the tale
by including hilarious incidents and
references throughout the story.

INTRODUCTION OF THE
CHAPTER IN HINDI -
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R TR ST A Ugod, el &I I
dfera aReg g P T TS SR
A U & IR H TP AGE YT P
e | T, SGTHR BT 9T, STITT Bl
TIh &1 Ie T1d P 18X Ug+ BT Aldh]
T TR Bl BATHR SMUBT. Uds. ATAT
TR of ST & s a8 omel & IR H
I & IR BT 9eddang, gaidr & fb
I SBIT AT BT A ISP
ITTST BT IS fhIT, IR Sd Ma.H
W%Wtﬁﬁhﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ{ﬁ
HET H SoolId geHrell 3R dguf
1 A PR Ig GHfzad fhang fe

JMIHT T HeT-! IR I3l

RANGA’S MARRIAGE
SUMMARY=NNENGLISH -

It all begins ~when Ranga, the
accountant’s son, comes back to his
village Hosahalli after six months. He
had gone to Bangalore to pursue his
studies, which to mention, not many
in the village get this opportunity.
The whole village gets excited to see

Ranga and thus, they gather around
his home only to see how he would
have changed.

The narrator has beautifully elaborated
about their village Hosahalli and how
every authority responsible forgot to
mention it in the maps. Moving on, he
admires Ranga and wants to get him
married but to his dismay, Ranga has
very different views about marriage
at that point. The Narrator stages the
entire union of Ranga and Ratna,
Rama Rao’s eleven-year-old niece.

The girl has a very sweetvoice.and can
play Veena and harmonium. At first, the
narrator tells him that she is married to
see how it affects Ranga. As expected,
Ranga was disappointed. The narrator
then manipulated the village Shastri to
say things in his favor.

He then took Ranga to visit Shastri
where -he predicted that Ranga has
a girl"on his mind and her name
resembles something found in the
ocean. Shyama, the narrator guesses
her name to be Ratna. On their way
back, they confirmed that Ratna is not
married only to find Ranga happy and
full of hope.

On the other hand, the Shastri
disagreed on having staged anything
predetermined. He claims to have
said whatever his predictions showed.
However, at the end, Ranga and Ratna
are happily married with a three- year
old son named after the narrator. Ratna
is also pregnant with another child. To
conclude, the narrator makes sure that
he didn’t bore his readers.

N )
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RANGA’S MARRIAGE
SUMMARY IN HINDI-
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$1 9l 1 B8 AeM & 91§ 14 id
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RANGA’S MARRIAGE
THEME IN ENGPSH -

The story ‘Ranga’s Marriage’ dates
back to.the early days of British rule,
whenlife in villages was slow and
child marriage was common. It very
interestingly shows the manipulations
done by the narrator to bring a change
in the idealistic views of Ranga about
marriage and gets him married to a
eleven year old girl, Ratna. Due to the
narrator’s meticulous planning with the
village astrologer, Ranga ultimately
gets married to Ratna, with whom he
had fallen in love at first sight.

RANGA’S MARRIAGE
THEME IN HINDI-

e feAT @f ', <9 TIdi | Siad
T 3R &7l faqT8 319 A7) IE I8

Bl Idd ST A guidhdl gRT el &
IR H T F Mefare’ faaRi d ggorrd
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ST o foTY fhQ T SiTgdls & fa@rdl |1 SATHR B Araegdd AT &
2 3R S| IS RE 9T Bl Asdh! BRI, T BT AT I I 8 Sl 8,
XS A BT <l 81 71 & St & R S gl ok § ®R 81 7 217

ABOUT THE CHARACTERS -
[ )

Ranga:- Ranga, the son of an accountant, gets educated
outside his village, at Bangalore. But he has not changed
much when he returns as he follows the traditional courteous
behaviour towards elders. However, Ranga’s views about
marriage are non-traditional, The narrator’s strategy succeeds
in making him agree to the traditional arranged marriage.

Shyama (the narrator):- He is Ranga’s neighbour. He is
impressed by Ranga’s cultured behaviour and ‘plans a strategy,
takes the village astrologer into confidence, and finally makes
About Ranga agree to.marry a eleven year old orphan Ratna.

the

Author

Ratna:- She is an eleven year old orphan girl who is
staying with her uncle, Rama Rao. She is pretty and sings
| very sweetly. She also knew how to play the veena and the
harmonium. She impresses Ranga so that he changes his
Lviews on marriage.

J
Shastri:- He. is the village astrologer who plays his role to
-perfection, as tutored by Shyama. But he does not want to
be treated shabbily and tries to assert his knowledge of the
Shastras when Shyama times to make fun of him. )
WORD-MEANINGS - Mouth filling—Dbig and high
sounding, IRl YRHH
Rare breed—uncommon type, foRel . _
T & Weddmg—marnage,iaﬁllé
Folk—people SIE Hence—therefore,3IdUd
Pursue—carry on, go ahead with, Fancy—attractive 3Tyl
I aaff %‘g[ Mention—referenoe,liﬂiﬁ

Mill—gather, make a Crowd,?ﬂ_s; ol Probably—perhaps,?0Tdg
Ad g

) )
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Cartographer—one who draws maps
of a territory, 14211 SBIRS

Shadow—traoe,i%l%
Karigadabu—a South Indian fried

sweet, a0 YR &l Uk eSS

Absolutely—completely,E[UT'\WE{?ﬁ
Object—oppose,ufcrarg &y, favre

Annayya—a respectful term for an
elder, 3MMEX AD Tsq

Flea—pestered— troubled by flea or
insects,ﬁ?ﬂm ERNIE]
Raw—unripe,d<dl, g1
Sourness—the tangy taste, Yal4d
Creeper—trailing plant,?fl?ﬂ,é?fr

Stuck to—clung to,a?;\’ Nkl
Glowingly—in a praising manner,

T ATH D Nl I

Behold—see,é@ﬂl

Feast—lovely, pleasant,xJdx
Rambling—goingoffthe point,HC hIl

RANGA’S MARRIAGE CHAPTER HIGHLIGHTS

Ranga’s
Marriage

Chapter
Highlights

‘ ‘ H Class: 11 Ranga’s Marriage

This story dals with the marriage of Ranga, a.native of
village Hosahalli, who had returned after being educated
in Bangalore.

Hearing of Ranga’s return, the villagers.came to find out
whether Ranga had changed due to studying in a city
school. To their surprise and pleasure he was the same
Ranga who was treating everyone with respect.

N
o~

In the afternoon, during Ranga’s visit to Shyama’s house,
he asked Ranga about his plans for marriage. Ranga
replied that first he must find the right girl whom he
admired and who would be mature.

N\
-

Shyama was unhappy that Ranga, who could prove to be a
kgood husband, had decided to remain a bachelor at present.

J

NS

AN

(So Shyama made up his mind that, irrespective of Ranga’s
opinion about marriage or his decision to remain a bachelor,
he would try his best to get Ranga married quickly.

N

AN

Shyama knew an eleven year old orphan girl Ratna, who
was his neighbour Rama Rao’s niece and stayed with him
at present. The girl was beautiful, had a sweet voice and
could play musical instruments (veena and harmonium)

\well.

J
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Ranga’s
Marriage

Chapter
Highlights

Shyama lied to Ranga by telling him that she was already
married, which disappointed Ranga.

Next day, Shyama tutored the village astrologer, known
— as Shastri, to speak as Shyama wanted when Ranga
was brought to him.

1

Ranga, meanwhile, was looking sad and so Shyama
| suggested to him that they should consult Shastri to find
out what was worrying him, to which Ranga agreed.

(Shyama was unhappy that Ranga, who could prove to
— be a good husband, had decided to remain a bachelor at
present.

N

Shastri pretended to make some calculations and
declared that a'girl was responsible for Ranga’s condition
and her name was of something found in the ocean, like
Kamala, Pachchi, Moss, Pearl or.Ratna.

N\

NS

-

Shyama mentioned that the Ratna whom they knew was
already married, but the astrologer stuck to his words.

(Returning from Shastri’'s house, the narrator stopped at
L —1-"Rama Rao’s house, went inside for some time and then
returned:

J N L

N

(He pretended to look surprised and told Ranga that just
LI now he had found that Ratna was not married and the
earlier information was incorrect.

J

He now asked Ranga whether what Shastri had indicated
— was true. Ranga admitted that whatever Shastri said was
true and he wanted to get married to Ratna.

J

So Ranga and Ratna got married, naming their first child
- the same name as that of the narrator, as he was the one
responsible for them being happily married.

J
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OBJECTIVE TYPE
QUESTION -

Q1.

Q2.

Q3.

Q4.

What is the writing style of the
author?

A. Persuasive

B. Rambling

C. Technical

D. None of the above
Ans. B. Rambling

The story “Ranga’s Marriage”is
set in the village of —------- :

A. Madurai

B. Banglore

C. Mysore

D. Bhubaneswar
Ans. C. Mysore

What is the name of the narrator’s
village?

A. Hosahalli
B. Panchavalli
C. Hadinaru

D. None of the above
Ans. A. Hosahalli

How does the narrator speak of
the village?

A. Passively

B. Vividly

C. Inadequately

D. Both (A) and (C).
Ans. B. Vividly

Class: 11 Ranga’s Marriage

Q5.

Q6.

Q7.

What does the narrator mention
as a ‘pricelsss commodity?

A. To his native language

B. To mangoes of his village
C. To flowers for his village
D. To english language
Ans-D. To english language
Who was Ranga?

A. The narrator’s son

B. The accountant’s son

C.. The doctor’s son

D. None of the above
Ans.B. Theaccountant’s son

Why was Rang’s homecoming a
big event?

A. Because he brought gifts for
everyone

B. . Because he was new in the
village

C. Because he returned from
Bangalore after studying
there for six months

D. All of the above

Ans. C. Because he returned
from Bangalore after
studying there for six
months

. An old lady checked for Ranga’s

A. Birthmark

B. Sacred piercing
C. Sacred tattoo
D. Sacred thread

Ans. B. Sacred piercing
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SHORT ANSWER TYPE
QUESTIONS -

Q1. What does the narrator feel he
could call his narration instead of
‘Ranga’s Marriage’?

Ans. The narrator feels that the title
could have been something
like ‘Ranganatha Vivaha' or
‘Ranganatha Vijaya’ because it is
about one of the local lads of the
village Rangappa called Ranga.
The word ‘marriage’is reminiscent
of the western influence on this
country boy, who had gone to
Bangalore to study.

Q2. What does the writer say about
the Indians aping the West?

Ans. The writer feels that Indians
blindly follow the sahibs. in
England. Like a flock of sheep,
they follow a single. One into the
pit. He quotes the example of
his village, Hosahalli, not finding
a mention anywhere. He says
when the English writers did not
mention it, Indian-geographers,
too, did not ever refer to it.

Q3. Why were the people of the vil-
lage curious to see Ranga?

Ans. The people of the village were
curious to see Ranga because not
many villagers learned English
back then when the story takes
place. Ranga was the first one to
go to Bangalore for his education
and his homecoming was
celebrated and people flocked to
witness the change, ten years of
Bangalore, wrought in him.

Q4. What example does the writer
give in order to prove that English

N\
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words have become a part of our
everyday vocabulary?

Ans. The narrator brings out how

Q5.

English became a part of everyday
vocabulary through this example.
When an old woman brought a
bundle of firewood to Rama Rao’s
house, her son told her he did not
have any ‘change’, and promised
to pay later. The poor woman did
not understand the English word
‘change’ and went away, puzzled.

What about Ranga impressed the
narrator in the first meeting?

Ans. Ranga noticed the narrator when

the crowd had melted away. He
came to the narrator and did a
namaskara respectfully, saying, “I
am all right, with your blessings.”
His namaskara was traditional
and respectful, unlike the modern
practice.\He bent low to touch the
narrator’s feet.

LONG ANSWER TYPE
QUESTIONS -

Q1.

The narrator pays a glowing
tribute to his village, Hosahalli.
What does he say?

Ans. The narrator says it is a ‘pity’ if

one has not heard of his village
Hosahalli. He reasons that there is
no mention of it in any geography
book because the sahibs in
England, writing in English, did not
know that such a place existed.
He says the state of Mysore
is to Bharatavarsha, what
the sweet karigadabu is to
a festive meal, then Hosahalli is to
Mysore state what the filling is to
the karigadabu.

Class: 11 Ranga’s Marriage ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘



Q2.

He says that he is not the only
one who speaks glowingly of
Hosahalli but even the widely
travelled doctor, Dr Gundabhatta
agrees with him. He feels that
some mango trees in their village
have an extreme potency of
sourness just as the leaves of the
creeper make an excellent plate
to serve the afternoon meal.

Discuss the reaction of the people
towards Ranga.

Ans. Ranga, the accountant’s son, was

Q3.

the first person from the village
to be sent to Bangalore to study.
Many people did not know English
then. That was why Ranga’s home-
coming was a great event. People
rushed to his doorstep announc-
ing that the accountant’s son had
come. They wanted to go and have
a look at Ranga. The crowd went
and stood in the courtyard.

They were surprised to see that
Ranga was the same as he had
been six months ago.when he had
first left the village:. An old lady,
who was near him, ran her hand
over his chest, looked into 'his
eyes and said, since he still wore
the sacred thread, it meant that
he had not lost his_caste. Once
they realized that Ranga still had
the same hands, legs, eyes and
nose, they went away.

Describe the narrator’s ploy to get
Ranga married.

Ans. The narrator was determined to

get Ranga married. He thought
Rama Rao’s niece, Ratna, would
be the perfect bride for him. Next
morning, he called Ratna to his
place and requested her to sing.
He also sent for Ranga, who
became enamoured of her when
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Q4.

he heard her sing. The narrator
noticed Ranga’s interest but told
him that Ratna had been married
a year back. Ranga was visibly
disappointed to hear this.

The next morning the narrator
went to their Shastri and told
him to keep everything ready to
read the stars and also tutored
him on what to say. As planned,
the Shastri pretended to make
certain calculations and said that
Ranga’s problem had something
to do with a girl, whose name was
something found in the ocean
Kamala, Pachchi or Ratna. - The
narrator made Ranga admit his
love for Ratna before he told him
that she was not married.

Describe Ranga’s meeting with
the Shastri.

Ans. The« narrator had tutored the

Shastri as to what he should say.
He then told Ranga to accompany
him to see Shastri. As planned,
the Shastri pretended to make
certain calculations and said that
Ranga’s problem had something
to do with a girl. He added that the
name of the girl was something
found in the ocean such as
Kamala (the lotus), Pachchi (the
moss), or Ratna (the precious
stone).

The narrator said that the girl in
Rama Rao’s house was Ratna.
He asked if there was any chance
of their discussions bearing fruit.
The Shastri was very positive and
Ranga’s face revealed surprise
and some happiness. The narrator
said that the girl was married but
there was a possibility of another
suitable girl. Hearing this, Ranga
was disappointed.
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