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GENERAL INTRODUCTION:

The poem “Keeping Quiet” written
by Pablo Neruda discusses the need
of maintaining peace and silence.
He stresses upon being quiet and
harmless to the human beings, animals
and environment. He suggests that in
order to maintain peace and harmony,
it is required to stop and introspect
ourselves.

ABOUT THE POET PABLO
NERUDA

Pablo Neruda (1904 — 1973) was the
‘pen name’ and later, ‘legal name’ of
this famous Chilean poet — diplomat —
politician. He won the Nobel prize for
literature in the year 1971. He wrote
in green ink which was his personal
symbol for desire and hope. His
writings are simple, wherein lies their
beauty.

IMPORTANT PQINAS:

e The poet talks about the need of
silence and quiet introspection
and the importance of. quietude
and calmness. He  also talks
about creating a feeling of mutual
understanding . among  human
beings.

e The poet asks us to keep still and
count up to twelve. He also asks us
to sit still. For a moment we should
not speak any language. We should
not move our arms so much.
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It will be a moment of complete
silence without rush or worry. This
would be an exotic moment.

Then a sudden strangeness will
prevail which we will all enjoy. It will
be bliss.

The fisherman would not harm
the whales on the cold sea. Even
the man gathering salt would stop
working and look at his hurt hands
and reflect at the pain and harm his
strenuous task has caused him.

All kinds of wars must be stopped
at once. The green wars against the
environment, wars with poisonous
gases, firearms, must be stopped
at once.

Peoplewhoare allthe time preparing
for wars leaving no survivors behind
ought to find time to wear clothes
and/walk around with their brothers
strengthening the message of
peace and brotherhood.

At the same time the poet cautions
not to confuse stillness with total
inactivity. Life is an ongoing process
and should not be associated with
death. It is to live with a positive
attitude.

He does not want us to ruminate
over death.

But he feels that if for once we do not
focus ourselves single-mindedly to
keep our lives moving but do some
introspection or spend some time
in silence doing nothing, we can
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understand ourselves better and
escape from the threatening calls
of death.

e The earth can teach us a lesson
how everything comes to a dead
end and comes to life again.

e In the same manner a quiet
introspection can bring all evil
thoughts to an end and bring in a
new life of peace and tranquility.

e Now the poet will count up to twelve
and they should keep quiet and he
will go.

“‘Keeping Quiet” is a peace poem
written by Pablo Neruda. The poetasks
humanity to count numbers from one
to twelve — twelve being the number of
hours shown in a clock or the number
of zodiac signs. He requests everyone
not to speak because languages create
barriers between people. The moment
when everyone stops moving their
body will be very special and different
as we have never experienced such a
moment before.

The poet says that in this period of
inactivity the fishermen would not
harm the whales, the salt gatherers
will not hurt-their hands, those who are
busy destroying the nature will adopt
a new approach towards life, The men
who are preparing for wars and victory
based on deaths of innocent people
will join their enemy and stand in unity
with them, doing nothing. No one will

harm himself or any other person.
Everyone will unite and ponder upon
his acts and realize the results of his
deeds.

The poet clarifies his idea and says
further that he does not want people to
stand idle. He wants that there should
be no war because he does not want
to see trucks laden with dead bodies of
the soldiers. He is promoting Universal
brotherhood and peace.

The poet says that everyone is working
continuously, to achieve one’s goals.
People are threatened by death and
the fear forces them to'work endlessly
so that they can. achieve everything
quickly. In this mad rush, they do not
realize the repercussions of their acts.
He wants us to pause and come out of
the mad-rush. He wants us to be happy
about our achievements and celebrate
them. He wants us to overcome the fear
of death and to relax for a while. We
should know the results of our deeds
and celebrate our achievements.

When the people will remain quiet for
a while, they will realize the purpose
of their lives. Just like all the creations
of nature undergo a rebirth with the
change of seasons, similarly, keeping
quiet will be a rebirth for the human
soul. It will give a new meaning to our
life. Again, the poet says that he will
count till twelve and asks everyone to
remain quiet while he leaves.
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KEY WORDS:

Still Without movement, Calm I
For Once One Single Time T I)
Exotic Unusual, Strange R RIECI
Rush Hurry _YRH
Engines Factory, Vehicles ENE]
Cold Sea Sea whose water is co;ld o9 9
Huge Very Big ICNIR]
Interrupt Break T
MCQ: (d) andyoukeep quietand | will
go
1. The poet uses conversational _ _
style and personal pronouns as (d)~~and.you keep quiet and | will
‘you’, ‘we’ and ‘I’ because go

(a) he wantsto be.intimate with 3.~ Man needs to learn a lesson from

mankind
(@) moon
(b) he tries to read out to the (b) stars
readers
(c) he wants to+ establish (c) earth
contact easily (d) sun
(d) third person is ineffective (c) earth

(b) he tries to read out to the 4. According to the poet wars that

readers are fought have no
2. The lastline of the poem is (a) soldiers
(a) and later proves to be alive (b) weapons
(b) life is what it is about (c) fighter planes

(c) l'want no truck with death
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6.

7.

(d) survivors

(d) survivors

‘Cold sea’ is a poetic device

(a) personification

(b) transferred epithet 0.
(c) metaphor

(d) alliteration

(b) transferred epithet

Without rush, without engines’
refers to

(@) nonoise

(b) no hurry to go to the office 10
(c) no travelling

(d) no holidaying

(@) no noise

the entire

The poet wants

humanity to

(a) keep talking

(b) keep running 1.

(c) keep laughing

(d) keep.still

(d) keep:sitill

‘Have no truck with death’ means

(@) will not die of the truck
accident

(b) remove poverty and illiteracy

(c) have no association or deal
with death

(d) will not drive a truck

(c) have no association or
deal with death

The poet advocates the balance
of nature to be

(@) maintained

(b) destroyed

(c) temporarily disturbed
(d). ignored

(@) maintained

. What does man threaten himself

with?
(a) death
(b)  birth

(c) robbery
(d) suicide
(a) death

The types of wars the poet talks
about are

(a) green wars, wars with gas,
wars with fire

(b) verbal wars
(c) technological warfare
(d) nuclear wars

(a) greenwars, wars with gas,
wars with fire
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12.

13.

14.

15.

Fishermen in the cold sea would
not harm

(a) seahorses
(b) mermaids
(c) whales

(d) tortoises
(c) whales

What kind of a moment would it
be when everyone is silent

(a) terrible
(b) painful
(c) exotic

(d) unforgettable
(c) exotic

What can human beings learn
from nature?

(@) beauty

(b) keeping quiet

(c) tobe happy

(d) working with silence
(d) working with silence

What symbol from nature the poet
uses/to prove that keeping quiet
is not total inactivity?

(@) Sun
(b) Soil
(c) earth

16.

17.

18.

(d) Nature and earth
(d) Nature and earth

How will silence benefit man and
nature?

(a) both will be friends
(b) man will know nature better

(c) man will be healthy

(d) man wil stop hurting
nature and both will. heal
themselves

(d). man will stop hurting
nature and both will heal

themselves

Why is the poet asking everyone
not to speak any language?

(@) to avoid noise
(b) to avoid loud voices
(c) toavoid people

(d) to avoid conflicts and

misunderstandings

(d) to avoid conflicts and
misunderstandings

What will happen if there are no
engines and no crowd?

(a) noise will be lessened
(b) no crowd on roads
(c) no traffic rush

(d) it will create a perfect, happy
moment
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19.

20.

21.

(d) it will create a perfect,
happy moment

What is always alive even when
everything seems to be dead or
still?

(@) mountains

(b) rivers

(c) Sun

(d) Earth and nature are always

alive

(d) Earth and
always alive

nature are

What is the sadness in the poem
that the poet speaks about ?

because of
ness | of the

(a) violence
unthoughtful
people

(b) unnecessary movements
(c) speaking aloud
(d) fighting

(a) violence because @ of
unthoughtful ness of the
people

What should not be confused with
total inactivity or death?

(@) no movement

(b) astatue

(c) talking people

(d) Stillness and silence

(d) Stillness and silence

22.

23.

24.

25.

Not move our arms’ what does
this expression refer to?

(a) sit quietly
(b) stand quietly
(c) tobeinactive

(d) sitting still
movement

without any

(d) sitting still without any
movement

What does number 12 represent?

(a) hours of the day and months
of a year

(b) earth
(c) clock
(d) “cricket players

(@) hours of the day and
months of a year

How will keeping quiet protect our
environment?

(@) by creating peace and
brotherhood feelings

(b) no noise will be there
(c) people will not fight
(d) none

(@) by creating peace and
brotherhood feelings

According to the poet what
creates barriers?

(a) interactions
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26.

27.

28.

_ Class: 12 Keeping Quiet

(b) reactions
(c) fighting

(d) languages
(d) languages

What is the essence or message
of the poem ?

(a) introspection and
retrospection to be more
peaceful and be in harmony

(b) to prosper
(c) to be happier
(d) toreach out more people

(a) introspection and
retrospection to be
more peaceful and be in
harmony

What does counting wpto 12
signify and how.will it help?

(@) hours of the-day
(b) months of a year

(c) it will help to create peace
and harmony

(d) all
(d) all

What does the title of the poem
suggest?

(a) Inactivity
(b) noise

(c) unhappiness

(d) Maintenance of silence

(d) Maintenance of silence

29. What are the different kinds of
wars mentioned in the poem?
(@) War against humanity
(b) War against nature
(c) War with gasses and fire
(d) Allthese
(d) All these
30. “What is the poet expecting from
fishermen?
(@) to find more fish
(b) to.godeeperinto the sea
(c)-to.think and stop harming
the fish
(d) none
(c) to think and stop harming
the fish
SHORT ANSWER
QUESTIONS:

Question 1. What will ‘counting up to
twelve and keeping still help us to
achieve?

Answer: Counting up to twelve and
keeping still will help us to understand
ourselves and to introspect. We will
be able to realize the real impact of
our selfish actions on each other and,
finally, on the entire humanity.
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Question 2. Do you think the poet
advocates total inactivity and death?

Answer: The poet does not advocate
‘total inactivity’ because he has a firm
belief in life. He wants everyone to
live a complete life, full of peace and
contentment. He wants everyone to
take a break from the hectic schedule
and introspect for a while to improve
the quality of life.

Question 3. What is the ‘sadness’ the
poet refers to in the poem?

Answer: The poet refers to the
sadness which all human beings
experience because of the lifestyle

of nonstop work, stress, aggression
and destruction. This sadness comes
because man does not understand
himself.

Question 4. What symbol from nature
does the poet invoke that there can be
life under apparent stillness?

Answer: The poet uses ‘Earth’ as a
symbol to invoke that there can be
life after apparent stiliness. The Earth
seems ‘still’ from outside but is alive
and vibrant deep within. Similarly,
our silence can help us to. maintain
a harmonious life on Earth and stop
destruction.
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