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ABOUT THE AUITHOR:
1. Name of the author: John Updike

2. Born: 18 March 1932, Reading,
Pennsylvania, United States

3. Died: 27 January 2009, Danvers,
Massachusetts, United States

4. Awards: National Book Award for
Fiction, Pulitzer Prize for Fiction

5. Nationality: American

INTRODUCTION:

The story ‘Should Wizard Hit Mommy?’
reveals the worldview of a little child to
a difficult moral question that shows her
mental or psychological richness. Jo
warmly responds to her father’s story-
telling. But she can’t excuse Roger
Skunk’s mother for making poorlittle
Roger:smell bad again. Her-hero.must
smell like roses and must not stink at
any cost. So she wants her father to
make:-a little change in the story. She
wants him to tellna different story. In
that changed version, the wizard takes
a magic wand and hits Roger Skunk’s
mommy.
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THEME:

The story deals with certain moral
issues and with the adult complexes
that clash with childish innocence.
Father Jack tells stories to his
daughter Jo, influenced by his own
childhood experiences, failures and
complexes. On the other handsy his
daughter lives in her own world of
fantasy and doesn’t want to come
out of it. She feels the pain of being
rejected by the playmates” when
Roger Skunk is rejected due to his
bad smell. The story highlights the
point that the children also have their
egos, identities, views and attitude.
The ending of the story also highlights
the fact that the children must
understand that one must accept
one’s identity and gracefully accept
the way we are created by God.
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MAIN'ROINTS:

1. Jack used to tell stories to his little
daughter Jo.

2. Every story had a little variation
from the basic tale.

3. Each story had a little creature
Roger, a wise old owl and a wizard.

4. Today he narrated Jo the story of
Roger Skunk.

5. Roger Skunk smelled very badly.

6. He smelled so badly that all the
little creatures kept away from him.
They neither gave him company
nor played games with him.
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7.

10.

11.

12.

He went to the wise old owl who
advised him to go to the wizard.

The wizard demanded seven
pennies. Roger had four and found
three more in a magic well.

The wizard was happy to receive
seven pennies and made Roger
Skunk smell like roses.

Roger was very happy. All other
little animals played with him as
he smelled so good now.

Roger’s mother became furious.
She didn’t like her son smelling of
roses. He must smell like a Skunk.

She took Roger straight back to
the wizard and hit the wizard on
his head hard.

13. The wizard had no problem in
making Roger Skunk smell bad
again.

14. Roger’s mother was very happy
now. At least, her son now smelled
like a skunk. She hugged and
loved him.

15. Roger’'s father returned from
Boston and all of them had a nice
dinner.

16. Jo wanted her father to change
the ending. She wanted the wizard
to hit the mother back and Roger
never smelled bad- again. This
raised a difficult ‘moral question
whether parents . possess the
right to impose their will on their
children:

17. Her fatherfinds it difficult to answer
her question.

CHARACTER SKETCH:

1. Joanne: a four year old girl, lovingly
called as ‘Jo’.

2. Jack: Father of Joanne

3. Clare: Wife of Jack, mother of
Joanne.

4. Skunk: a baby creature with a bad
smell.

5. Mother Skunk: Mother of baby
Skunk.

6. Owl: a wise creature that solves the
problems.

7. Wizard: A magician.
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MAIN CHARACTERS:

Jack:

1.
2.

o » 0N

Jo’s father and Clare’s husband.

Does not like women contradicting
him and fears that his daughter
would also begin contradicting
him like his wife.

Much like Roger Skunk the
character in his story in his real
life.

Was bullied at school when he
was a child just like Roger Skunk
was disliked for his bad smell.

Dutiful and responsible towards
his family.

Smart and Manipulative as he
cleverly changes the plot to regain
Jo’s attention and also.chooses
the twist to make Jo understand
the meaning of compromise.

Jack and Clare’s four-year-old
daughter

Curious by Nature
Very Interrogative
Stubborn

Empathetic as she relates to Roger
Skunk’s desire to be accepted by
other animals.

A Too innocent
therefore believes

and young
that Roger

Skunk’s mother is the villain of the
story.

Jo’s suggestion that the wizard
should hit Roger’s mother for her
misbehavior implies that jo has
picked up on the unhappy (and
potentially violent) nature of her
parent’s marriage.

Roger Skunk:

1.

The protagonist of the story that
Jack narrates to Jo.

He is a little black animal who lives
in the dark forest.

He looks like'a squirrel and smells
very bad.

He is bullied-for his foul Skunk
smell.

He has no friends.

He wants nothing more than to
play with the other animals.

His bad smell is changed into a
rose smell by the magician.

He ultimately acquiesces to his
mother’s wishes and accepts
that his smell cannot be changed
because it is part of who he is.

Wizard:

1.

3.

A constant or fixed character in
Jack’s bedtime stories.

Gives a solution
problems in the story.

to Roger’s

Performs magic spells.
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4. Changes Roger Skunk’s foul smell
to that of scented roses and later
reverses the spell as demanded
by Roger Skunk’s mother.

SUMMARY::

The story revolves around a father
named Jack and his two kids, Bobby
and Jo. Jack’s wife is Clare. She was
bearing the third child of the couple.
Thus, to put her daughter to bed, Jack
would make up stories for her daughter.
This story-telling tradition started
when Jo was 2 and thus continued
ever since. Jack makes sure that he
tells a different story every time and
his daughter loves it. However, a small
creature was always common, Roger.
For instance, it was either Roger-Fish
or Roger Chipmunk. Roger goes to the
wise old owl! with problems that would
send him to a Wizard.The wizard casts
a spell in exchange for-a service fee.
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The name of the story makes it more
interesting. Students will be compelled
to think about why a wizard would
hit mommy. Jo is growing up and
has started to develop her senses.
She is making more sense now and
her frequency of asking questions
has increased a lot. As per the story
‘Should Wizard Hit Mommy’, Jack told
the'story of a Skunk named Roger. His
problem was that he smelled awful.
The skunk went to. the wizard to find
a proper solution to this problem as
no one was. coming closer to him.
The wizard asks what kind of smell
he wanted on his body. The skunk
answered that he wanted to smell like
roses. The wizard grants his wish and
casts a spell to make Roger smell like
roses. The skunk then returns to his
mom. Jo thought that the story had
ended but Jack continued.
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After reaching home, the mummy
noticed the awful smell and asked
Roger who did this. Roger Skunk told
her that he did not like the way he
smelled so he asked the Wizard to help
him smell like roses. This.infuriated
the mother and told him to accept
himself for what he was. She went to
the Wizard all angry and asked him to
return the skunk smell.after hitting him.
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Thus, the Wizard reversed his spell
and Roger Skunk was back to smelling
like he did before.After completing the
story he asked Jo to go to sleep but
Jo asked her father to tell him another
story tomorrow where the wizard must
hit Roger Skunk’s mother over the
head with his wand. Jack explained to
her that because Roger skunk loved
his mother more than the company
of any other animal, he was better:off
with his old smell.
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Jack went down without answering her
and sat on a chair and watched his wife
repaint the room. He saw the molding
in their house as a cage surrounding
him and his wife and he did not feel the
desire to help her.
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DIFFICULT WORDS

Nap- (a short sleep). 3TIXTH hXHAT
Custom: (habit) 3Tqd

Wizard- (magician) STIgIIR

Magic Spell- (a form of words used as
a magical charm) ST1gg HATRY]

Pennies- (a small sum of money) SR
Supper- (dinner) T BT Ao

Fatiguing- cause (someone) to feel
exhausted. b

Rite- (traditional act). TR¥R® HTH
Futile- (meaningless). JBR

Skunk- (A small cat-sized. animal

smelled bad). fSeetl st feg= aren
NISCN

Woodland- (land covered with. trees)
Si E

Solemnly- (with deep sincerity) TR
Zest (great enthusiasm and energy)

Humiliation- (to  insult

JgooTd HYA]

someone)

Stinky- (having a strong or unpleasant
smell) g‘ﬁ'ﬂ

Enormous- (a large number of) 319

Eager- (anxious). 3P

Swamp- (an area of low-lying) qciqel
Crick- A small river. BIET &
Rapped- (strike) I

Relapsed- (return to a less active or a
worse state) .

Sill- (slab of stone) YN A g7 Tl

Clenched- (closed into a tight ball) d&ft

g% et
Infantile- (childish) ATT=I

Scrunching- make a /loud crunching
. AN AN
noise SR SR A &IATST BRI

Whining- (high-pitched cry or sound)
[RIeeTT™ I

Rheumy- (watery)

Jumbled- ( untidy way) CGERGIFOR]
Heap- (jalopy) X

Smugly- (pride in oneself) Y& UX UIER]

Trance- (a half-conscious

S CERET

Gaze- (look steadily and intently) gX-T

state)

Chanted- (intonate) 1T 71T X YgHT

Rapt- (completely fascinated) Aifed

Nostrils- either of two external openings
of the nose Td &1 {55

Grin- smile broadly. ¥XHT]
Cranky- (irritable) GIEE
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Rumbled- make a continuous deep
sound TR &R 3IMATST # fereet

Pretense- (to appear true) @i7

Gingerly- (carefully or cautiously)
IE)

Heave- (produce a sigh) i <1

Stroking- (move one’s hand with gentle

pressure) 8T HRA &I fepar

Spank- (slap with one’s open hand)
THTET

Weariness-  (extreme  tiredness)

3 aaﬁ A hT-
Awful- (very bad or unpleasant).sX ERj
Fright- (fear) ¥

Skittered- (move lightly and quickly)
STed ! H W]

Underbrush- (shrubs and small trees)
BIeT AT STe

Agitation- (anxiety) S]]
Rare- (not occurring very often) IVl

Emphasis- (special value. given to
something) STIR &+

Tiptoed- (walk quiétly) &< 9T

OBJECHVE QUESTIONS &
ANSWERS

1. Who is the author of the lesson?
(a) John Updike
(b) John Donne

(c) William Blake

(d) John Williams
Answer

What is Jo a short form of?
(@) John

(b) Joe

(c) Joanne

(d) Jane

(c) Joanne

Jo wanted __ in-the story the
next day

(a) skunkto smell of roses
(b) _skunk mommy to relent
(¢) wizard to hit mommy
(d) “animals to love skunk
Answer

Mommy skunk was __ with the
wizard.

(@) angry

(b) pleased
(c) indifferent
(d) civil
Answer

What did mommy skunk call the
smell of roses?

(@) Pleasant
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(b) Unusual 9. Roger Skunk's smell makes

creatures run away
(c) Heavenly

(d) Awful (@) Woodland

(b) Wood York
Answer

_ _ . (c) Yorkshire
6. How many times did the wizard

ask Roger to turn at the end of the (d) Wood hills
lane?
Answer
(@) 2
10. Roger’s daddy returns home from

(b) 3 S

(c) 4 (@) New York

(d) 5 (b) . Boston

(b) 3 (c) Washington
7. What did Jack mistakenly call (d) Reading

Roger Skunk?

Answer

(a) Roger Rabbit _
11.Jacknarrates the story in the

(b) Roger fish evenings and for ___ naps.
(c) Roger squirrel (@) Monday
(d) Roger monkey (b) Saturday
Answer (c) Sunday
8. What did Roger Skunk want to (d) Tuesday
smell like?
Answer
(a) Roses . _ _ _
12. "Should Wizard hit mommy?’ is a
(b) _/Lilies ____within a story.
(c) Lavender (a) story
(d) Jasmine (b) digression
Answer (c) metaphor

JEPC Reference Book for Free Distribution : 2022-23

_ Class: 12 Should Wizard Hit Mommy “



13.

14.

15.

(d)
Answer

What does a 4 year old child
symbolise in the story?

(a) innocence
smartness
obstinacy
none

Answer

What do adult people signify in
the story?

maturity and experience
wise words

cruelty

indifference

Answer

Who is Jo?
(@)

curious to find unknown
aspects of the stories told

by his father
a girl child
a naughty girl

A 4 years old girl who is
curious to find unknown
aspects of the stories told

by her father. 19.

Answer

moral 16.

17.

A 4 years old boy.who is 18.

Why did Jo have a different
opinion from her father?

(@)
(b)

because she was a child

because she was unable
to see beyond facial
expressions

(c) because she wanted a
happy ending

(d) Allthese

Answer

Why did Roger want to .change
his 'smell?

(a) because no.one liked him

(b) none was ready to play with
him

(¢) he smelt very badly and it
made people cry

(d) Allthese

Answer

Where does Jo prefer to live?

(a) inthe world of friends

(b) in the school of swings

(c) in her world of dreams and
fantasies

(d) none

Answer

Why did Roger visit the wizard?
(a)

to learn magic
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20.

21.

22.

(b) to gossip
(c) to getrid of his mother

(d) to seek advice to get rid of
foul smell

Answer

What part of the story did Jack
himself enjoy the most?

(@) when mother hits the wizard

(b) when Roger finds pennies
from the magic well

(c) when at the wizard’s house,

Roger imitates wizard’s
voice

(d) none

Answer

What advice did the wise owl give
to Roger Skunk?

(a) to visit his'friends

(b) to think deeply

(c) to consult his mother
(d) to consult the wizard
Answer

What did the wizard demand to
make-Roger-smell like a rose?

A) 10 pennies

B) 4 pennies
C) 5 pennies
D) 7 pennies

23.

24.

25.

26.

D) 7 pennies

How many pennies did Roger
have to pay?

(@) 7 pennies
(b) 6 pennies
(c) 8 pennies
(d) 4 pennies
(d) 4 pennies

Where did the wizard suggest
Roger to get rest three pennies?

A) .from atree

B) from a river

C) fromthe ocean

D). from a magic well

D) from a magic well

What idea does Jo not approve?

(a) Roger’'s mother have rosy
smell

(b) Wizard hit Roger’s mother

(c) Roger’'s mother hit the
wizard

(d) None

Answer

Why does Jo call Roger's mom
stupid?

(a) because she doesn't listen

(b) because she is stupid
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(c) because it is because of
her action that Roger start
smelling bad again

(d) none
Answer

27. Why did Jack start finding
storytelling telling ritual a chore ?

(a) because it became a routine
to make Jo sleep

(b) because it was becoming
interesting day by day

(c) friends were liking it
(d) none
Answer
28. What is the moral of the story?

(a) Parents are wise and know
what is best for them

(b) mothers should not interfere
in their children’s affairs

(c) mothers are cruel
(d) children are cute-and right

(a) Parents are wiseand know
what is best for them

TEXTUALNQUESTIONS &
ANSWERS:

1. What is the moral issue that the
story raises?

The story raises a very sensitive issue
of a child and a father’s perspective

of thinking. The narrator asks parents
to help them to achieve a goal, not
to establish the authority of being
elder and experienced. If a child has
a different goal that she/he wants to
continue, the parents should not create
an obstacle to achieve the same. The
parents must be cooperative and let
the child decide his/her future in their
way.

2. How does Jo want the story to end
and why?

Jo wants the story to end in a different
way: She wants the wizard to hit the
mother and not to restore the previous
smell because Skunk was very happy
with this rose smell.. She simply says
that a child must have the right to
choose his/her career. The parents
have only.the right to support them, not
to decide the future of their children.

3. Why does Jack insist that it was the
wizard that was hit and not the mother?

Jack is the father of Jo and he is a
very protective and caring father.
He is a man of traditional thinking
and believes that parents must have
the right to decide the future of their
children. He is not aware of modern
culture. Therefore, he positively takes
the mother and supports her blindly
when she hits the wizard and asks her
to restore the previous smell.

4. What is your stance regarding the
two endings to the Roger Skunk story?

Both, two endings are good as per
the different perspectives of thinking.
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But, | would support Jo’s point of view.
She has raised a very sensitive issue
on the Indian parenting system. In our
system, a child becomes a puppet at
the hand of his/her parents. There is
no doubt in saying that parents are
always well-wishers. But, a child must
have the freedom to choose his career
as per his/her will.

5. Why is an adult’s perspective on life
different from that of a child’s?

An adult’s perspective on life is always
different from that of a child because an
adult’s thinking schema is based upon
experiences and exposure to the world
around them. Many of them are still
having that of traditional and ancient
thinking but the world is changing very
fast. A child thinks very tenderly and
his opinion is based upon the things
that he or she sees around. They want
to run for their passion and aspiration.
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