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I. ABOUT THE AUTHOR

. WORD MEANINGS

1. Imagine- suppose/think (b YT
BRI

2. Crinkly - with many folds (ﬁ-l?vl_dﬁ
RIS

3. Awfully - terribly | (YITT®H ST W)

4. Million - ten lakh (9 <Td)
5. Telebooks - books on television

screen (éc_villa\_rl. 9 % Yo IR 3
el gReTeh)

6. Attic - a space just below the roof
used as a store

7. Scornful - contemptuous (EUIT &1
HTq BIHT)

8. Slot - a given space (QXI3)

9. Punch code - a number ith some
hole (55 =)
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10.

11.
12.

13.

14.
15.

16.
17.

18.

. Attic- An attic

Geared - adjusted the speed
(TITS el HRT)

Sector - part (HIT)

Loftily - in a superior way (ﬁﬁ]‘g
TSt H)

Betcha - to make a bet (?FT
ST )

Tucked - to fold/put (STT )
Except - excluding (33 SEIR )

lit up - lighted (IBTRIT BIFT)

Arithmetic - a subject which
provides the study of numbers

(<TFOTT )
Flashing - shining (FHdT)
SOME IMPORTANT NOTES

is a space found
directly below the pitched roof of
a house or other building .Attics




fill the space between the ceiling
of the top floor of a building and

language). Margie had to write
her homework and test papers

slanted roof.While some attics in punch codes so that the robot

could understand it.

are converted into bedrooms,
home offices, or attic apartments
complete with windows and
staircases, most remain difficult to
access (and are usually entered
using a loft hatch and ladder).

Attics help control temperatures

in a house by providing a large

mass of slowly moving air, and 3. Telebook-Atelebookisacompact
are often used for storage. book in an electronic form. It is
stored in a computer and can be
read by scrolling its pages up,

down or'sideways on a screen.

4. Arithmetic-Arithmeticisoneofthe
oldest and elementary branches

2. A punch code- Panch codes are of mathematics, originating from

like binary numbers (Computer the Greek word ‘Arithmos’, which

means ‘number’
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IV.

Had propler™

. The mechanical

MARGIE - Margie is an eleven-
year-old girl of the year 2157.She
hates her school specially her
mechanical teacher because it
takes always test.

. Tommy - Tommy is a thirteen-

year-old boy and Margie’s friend
in the story.

Margie’s grandfather- We know
from the story that he once told
Margie that when he was a little
boy his grandfather told him about
a time when all text materials were
printed on paper.

teacher-

SUMMARY OF THETEXT

Taking test
after test

\ Margie did not like

AROPO the homework stot.
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. County

‘Mechanical teacher’ is actually
a machine which teaches Margie,
gives her exercises to solve in
a special room in her house. It
can also calculate the marks in no
time. Margie hates the slot where
she has to put her homework or
test papers.

Inspector-  Country
inspector is the engineer who
solves the techincal problem of
Margie’s mechanical teacher in

just an hourorso.

MrsJones-SheisMargie’s Mother
and very strict with her daughter’s
lesson and progression in study.




SUMMARY IN ENGLISH

The story is set approximately 150
years in the future on 17th May 2157.
The author describes a time in the
future when every child has his own
machine, teachers and schools like no
one exists today. There are telebooks,
in whichwords move across the screen.
As this story was written in 1951 before
personal computers were around, it's
surprising how well the author predicts
the future. We are not living in 2155
right now, but it is already possible for
us to read digital books on handheld
devices. Maybe in the future, kids
will actually be taught by mechanical
teachers!

On that particular day, a thirteen-year-
old boy, Tommy, finds a ‘real book’in
the attic of his house. The book, which
is really old, is printed on paper and its
pages are yellow and smelly. He and
his friend, eleven-year-old Margie, take
a look at the book together. Margie
and Tommy are both amazed by the
book that is different from the books
they are accustomed to.. The book has
words that are fixed on the pages and
do not move on the screen. Books
like these no longer exist. Margie
remembers that her grandfather once
told her about stories of books printed
on paper in his grandfather’s time.
Tommy considers the book impractical
because, unlike his telebook, which
has a million books and is good for

many more, one has to throw the book
away after reading it.

Tommy tells Margie that the book
is about school, but Margie, who
hates school and doesn’t understand
why anyone would write about her,
is disappointed.She is currently
experiencing a problem in learning
Geography from a ‘mechanical
teacher’ which teaches Margie, gives
her exercises and asks her questions,
all in a special room in their house. It
can also calculate the mark in no time.
Margie hates the slot where she has to
put her homework or test papers.

Recently, her dislike for her school has
intensified as her mechanical teacher
has a geography field. It's taking
her test after test in Geography and
she’s doing even worse.Her mother
sent for the county inspector to see
the mechanical teacher and rectify
the error. The inspector takes the
mechanical teacher apart and finds
that Margie is not at fault for her poor
performance.The teacher’s geography
area is decided at a pace that is too fast
for alittle girl. Margie is hoping he won’t
know how to reattach it or how to fix it.
But after an hour or so the inspector
set the pace for Margie’s level. This
frustrates Margie as she hoped that
her teacher would be put away for a
while and she would be relieved of the
hassle of taking so many tests.
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Tommy, who is reading the book, tells
Margie that the book is not about their
kind of school, which has mechanical
teachers with TVs, but rather, it was
about schools hundreds of years ago
when students had a teacher. One
real person taught girls and boys,
gave them homework and asked them
questions. The school was a special
building in which the children went.
And if they were the same age, they
learned the same.

At first Margie didn’t understand how
a person could be a teacher and
know how to teach the same thing to
students because her mother says that
education should fit the mind of every
child. Still, she wants to read more
about it. They don’t even read half the
book when Margie’s mother reminds
him that it is school time. "Although
Margie’s school room is right next to
their bedroom, she has to study at
regular hours as her mother considers
it appropriate to study at a fixed time
every day.

Margie goes to the school room in her
house, where the mechanical teacher
is already there as the lessons always
take place on a regular schedule. As
the mechanical teacher teaches to
add proper fractions, Margie becomes
lost in her thoughts about the work of
schools in olden times. Although at first
Margie was skeptical of the notions of

old schools and teachers, by the end of
JEPC Reference Book for Free Distribution : 2022-23
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the story she believed that the children
would have enjoyed going to school
together. They must have enjoyed
going to the same school, studying the
same things, and being able to help
each other.
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2. What did Tommy find in the attic
of his house?

Fifh IGDh! AT I TS oo ol &

o IHPT TPl BT FHI BT AT T| AR

BT TPl IHPB JSEH &SI I § & A.  Areal book
foor Y S0 fafarg g<t & ge+r usdn B. A telebook
I U UGTS HAT Siad AHSK &

B. All of the above
Wﬂ‘ﬁosfqﬁ’a‘\féﬂwm?\ﬁwﬁfﬁw\?ﬁ%, Ans-A
S8l Jif3res fR1eres ggel 9§ Hiole 8idl &
wifp AR o1 ute 1o fHrafaa 9w g 3. Who told Margie about printed
IR BT &1 SI9-SI Iif3re Rreres ©s books?
El’ﬁ\ﬂ\.ls_"ll Rﬁ&ldl%’,#ﬂ‘ﬁ@jﬁw% A, His mother
SRS ENE B B CCIN I IRE [N 1N
gl BIAIfd ggel ART Bl R GH°T &
Fﬁ"_(’ﬁ 3R Rrerpl & gl W deg C. The mechanical teacher
ofT, oifeh g€ H I8 #aT © fh I=ai D. Her grandfather
ﬁg‘cﬁﬂw«gm \_rllﬂﬁH.uﬂﬁr STy Ans-D
IS¢ U 8l Tl H ST, Ueb Il ISl
BT IJSTIT B 3R Qq)_fé\'qiﬁ' P HS S 4. The book that Tommy found was
B H 9gd 8l g e g A. printed on clothes

B. Tommy

B. was very old
V. OBJECTIVE TYPE

QUESTIONS C. was a new book

D. None of the above
1. What was the date Margie wrote

in her diary? Answer-B

A. 6 May 1993 5. What is a telebook?

B. 17 May 2156 A. Book printed on paper

C. 17 May 2157 B. Book made of fabrics

D. None C. Book in television

Ans-C D. None of the above
Answer-C
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10.

How old was Margie?

A. 10 B. 11
C. 12 D. 9
Answer-B

How old was Tommy?

A. 11 B. 13
C. 15 D. 12
Answer-B

. Who is giving Margie test after

test in Geography?

A. Her mother

B. The country inspector
C. The mechanical teacher
D. None of the above
Answer-C

Mrs Jones is

A. Tommy’s mother

B. Margie’s sister

C. Margie’s mother

D. None

Which sector in the mechanical
teacher has some - technical
faults?

A. History

B. Geography
C. English
D. Science

Answer-B

11.

12.

13.

14.

According to Margie, in an older
time, the schools were

A. Big

B. Brown
C. Funny
D. Stupid
Answer-C

“Why would anyone write about
school” -Who said this?

A.. Tommy

B. Margie

C. Mrs. Jones
D. Blair
Answer-B

Margie had to write out her
homework

A. In Russian

B. In Punch code

C. In English

D. None of the above
Answer-B

According to Tommy, the real

book was
A. Boring
B. A waste
C. Wrong
D. Fiction

Answer-B
JEPC Reference Book for Free Distribution : 2022-23
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15. While inserting her homework

VL.

in the proper slot, Margie was
thinking about

A. Desserts

B. Vacation in Turkey
C. 0Old schools

D. Tommy
ANSWER-C

SHORT ANSWER TYPE
QUESTIONS

. From where Tommy found the

book and why did it seem peculiar
to him and Margie?

Answer: Tommy found the old
book from the attic of his home.
It was a peculiar object for them
because it was different from the
books they were accustomed to.
The book had words that were
fixed on the pages and did not
move on the screen. Books like
these no longer existed. They
had a telebook, which had a
million books and was good for
many more.

. Who are Tommy and Margie?

How old are they?

Answer- Tommy and Margie are
students from the year 2157.
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They are neighbours and spend
time together like children of
their age usually do. Tommy is a
thirteen-year-old boy and Margie
is an eleven-year-old girl.In this
story they had found a book
which was different from the book
they actually read.The book they
found was printed on papers while
they had telebooks which were
displayed on television screen.

. What kind of teachers did Margie

and Tommy have? Did they like
them?

Answer: The teachers of Margie
and Tommy were different from
the teachers of today. They were
mechanical teachers. They were
confined to study rooms and
thought Neither
Margie nor Tommy liked them.

mechanically.

Specially Margie had an aversion
towards her robotic teacher as
she was experiencing a problem
in learning Geography from that
‘mechanical teacher’.lt was taking
her test after test in Geography
and she was doing even worse.

. Why did Margie hate school?

Answer: Margie never liked her
school. It was monotonous for



her. She had mechanical teacher
and telebook. She hates it now
more than ever. Her mechanical
teacher had been giving her test
after test in Geography and her
performance was getting worse
day by day.

. Why was Margie not doing well in
Geography? What did her mother
do to help her?

Answer: Margie was not
doing well in Geography. Her
performance was getting worse
day by day. Her mother sent for
the county inspector to see the
mechanical teacher and rectify
the error. The inspector takes
the mechanical teacher apart
and finds that Margie is not at
fault for her poor performance.
The teacher’s geography area. is
decided at a pace that is too fast
for a little girl.

. What did Margie write in diary?

Answer- Margie wrote in her
diary on 17th May 2157 that
Tommy had found a real book.
It was a very old book. Margie’s
grandfather once said that when
he was a little boy there was a
time when all stories were printed

on paper. They turned the pages,
which were yellow and crinkly, and
it was awfully funny to read words
that stood still instead of moving
the way they were supposed to.

. “What a waste!” What is Tommy

referring to as a ‘waste’? Is it
really a waste?

Answer- Tommy thinks that the
paper books with words printed
and fixed on them are a waste.
Once a book is read, it becomes
useless and must be thrown away
because it has the same content.
Actually; printed books are not a
waste. They can be read by many
people over and over again and
should be preserved for future
generations.

What did Margie hate the most
about her school?

Answer- The part that Margie
hated most was the slot where
she had to put homework and test
papers. She always had to write
them in a punch code that she was
made to learn at the tender age
of six. Besides, the mechanical
teacher calculated her marks in
no time which left no scope for
Margie to relax after submitting

the assigned tasks.
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9.

10.

What did Margie’s mother think
about the teacher’ and ‘the
school’?

Answer- Margie’s mother
thought that every child had a
different intelligence and capacity
things. The

mechanical teacher should be

to understand

adjusted to fit the mind of each
boy and girl it taught. Each kid
had to be taught differently. She
thought that little girls and boys
would learn better if they learned
at regular hours at the ‘school’.

How did the County Inspector
disappoint Margie?

Answer-Margie was disappointed
because she hated school and
hoped that her
teacher would be taken away for

mechanical

repairs as Tommy’s teacher was
once taken away for a month.
But when the County Inspector
promptly repaired and reset it at
her home itself, she was unhappy.
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Il. LONG ANSWER TYPE

QUESTIONS

1. What problem was Margie facing

with her mechanical teacher? Why
did not she like it? Do you think
that teachers should be flexible in
their approach in teaching?

Answer: Margie had a mechanical
teacher. Its geography area was
decided at a pace that is too
fast for a little girl. 1t had been
giving her a lot of homework in
Geography. The-work was very
difficult. Her performance in tests
was also worsening day by day.
Her mother was not happy with
her performance. She sent for
the county inspector to see the
mechanical teacher and rectify
the error. The inspector took the
mechanical teacher apart and
fixed the problem.The teacher’s
geography area is decided at
a pace that is too fast for a little
girl but It was slowed down up to
an average ten-year level by the
country inspector.

Margie was not happy when her
mechanical teacher was repaired.
In fact, she wanted to get rid of
it. Yes, a good teacher should
be flexible in his approach. He



should change his speed and
method according to the needs
of the child. He should not be
mechanical.

. In which respect is your school
system different from that of
Margie? Which one do you like
and why?

Answer: Our school system is
completely different from the
school where Margie studies. In
fact, they don’t have a school at
all. They are being taught in their
room by a mechanical teacher
only. Our school is located at a
different place. We have a large
building and spacious grounds.
We taught with our friends. So, we
can enjoy their company in class.

We also take interest in enriched
activities taught in the class.

To Margie, all this appears to be a
fun which is completely missing in
her mechanical school. We have
good teachers who are humans
with human feelings. Our school
is a lovely place for us because
studies here become joyful and
stress-free, whereas Margie is
being taught and tested by lifeless
machines. We are happy with our
school system of teaching and
love it. Margie hates her school
system for being monotonous and
boring, sitting in the room with the
mechanical teacher.
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