Introduction

If | Were You is a play by Douglas
James. The play is the story of an
intruder. He breaks into a lonely house.
A man named Gerrard lives there. He is
a playwright. The intruder is a criminal.
He has killed a policeman and is now
on the run. This man has some physical
resemblance to Gerrard. His plan is to
kill Gerrard and live there under his
name. But Gerrard is smarter than the
criminal. He tells the intruder that he
has also killed someone and the police
are after him. He offers.to take the
intruder in his car to safety. He opens a
door and tells the intruder that it goes
to the garage. As soon as the intruder
enters, Gerrard locks the door. In fact it
is not the way to a garage but the door
of a cupboard. Then he phones the
police to come and arrest the intruder.
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If ]l Were You......

Douglas James

Summary of the chapter

The play starts with the playwright,
Gerrard, preparing to leave his home
to attend a rehearsal. After talking on
the phone, he starts to pack his travel
bag when he notices an intruder enter
from his right side.

Gerrard notices that he has a stark
resemblance to Gerrard and is holding
a revolver in his hands. Thus, he learns
that he is a criminal who directs him
to put his hands in the air. However,
Gerrard is surprisingly cool even at a
gunpoint and chats pleasantly with him.
Finally, the intruders make Gerrard sit
on a chair.

After hearing their conversation, we
learn that Gerrard is a man who lives
alone and owns a car. It is clear that
he is kind of mysterious in some ways
because he is constantly in and out.
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We see that Gerrard stays at his home
and for some days isn’t there.

Moreover, he only talks on the phone
without really meeting his tradesmen.
After learning all this, we come to know
about the intruder too. He is a criminal
who is mainly a jewelry robber. After
killing a policeman, he is fleeing from
the police and due to this resemblance
to Gerrard, he plans to kill him and
assume his identity to get rid of the
police.

Gerrard makes out that the intruder is
not so smart but only over-confident.
Thus, he plans something witty and
lies to the intruder. He makes up a
story that Gerrard is also a criminal
and murderer himself. Much similar to
the intruder, the police are also after
him and if he ends up killing. Gerrard,
the intruder will be killed either way.

So, the intruder believes his story and
Gerrard convinces him to go into the
garage from where they both can flee
in his car. After opening the garage
door, we learn that it was actually a
cupboard in which Gerrard locks up
the intruder and. informs the police of
his whereabouts. Thus, we see how a
little alertness and cleverness saved
Gerrard’s life.
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Summary in Hindi
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GERRARD

e LIVES IN A LONELY COTTAGE

¢ PACKING HIS BAG AND TALKS ON PHONE

e UNAFFECTED BY THE INTRUDER

 DODGES HIS QUESTIONS NO DIRECT ANSWER

v

o=

* NTERS GERRARD'S COTTAGE TO TAKE HIS IDENTITY
. HIS REVOLVER,THREATENS HIM,WANTS SOME INFORMATION
* QUESTIONS ASKED.

¢ ASKS HIM TO EXTRACT INFORMATION-

-
— HIS PROFESSION-----JEWEL THIEF

— HIS INTENTIONS TO MURDER HIM

L - DELAY IN KILLING KNOW HIS WAY OF SPEAKING )

— IF HE LIVES ALONET

— HIS CHRISTIAN NAMER
— IF HE HAS A CARI

— DO PEOPLE VISIT HIMI

¢ COLLECTS COMPLETE INFORMATION,COOKS A STORY

( N
e TELLS HIM. HE IS ALSO A MURDERER

¢ WAITING FOR POLICE TO COME
¢ PLANS TO RUN AWAY
e TELLS HIM TO JOIN HIM.

(& J

p
GERRARD SHOWS
THE WAY

WHEN HE BENDS TO
LOOK. LOCKED IN A
CUPBOARD

¢ TELLS GERRARD HE SAW HIM IN AYLESBURY AND MADE

PLAN TO MURDER HIM

e THE INTRUDER BELIEVES HIM, AGREES TO JOIN HIM

THE END-

GERRARD REVEALS HE IS A PLAYWRIGHT
WILL USE THIS INCIDENT IN HIS NEXT PLAY.
CALLS POLICE
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Important word notes
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WORDS
Lonely

Intruder
Resemblance

Upstage

Rimmed
Count on
Flashily

Put those paws up
Melodramatic
Nonchalant
Crawl
Gypsies
Unfamiliar
Charming
Considerable
Modest
Precisely
Break into
Embrace
Dandy
Sarcasm
Frustrated
Posh

Elude

Propose
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MEANINGS

solitary, bl

one who enters forcibly,‘ﬂ?:l'ﬁ'%'a'[
similarity, GHTTdT

on the the side of the stage, Col Bl
SHUNT YT

frame, ™Y AT

depend on, YR 14T

in a gaudy manner,ds& —Hs$ 3
raise your hands, g $UX B
sensational, BEERIECI
careless,dlgxdla

creep, NIHT

nomads,ETTE a3

Not familiar, 3TafRfra
attractive,STI_cb_GT_cﬁ

great, g 31ferdh

humble, =13

exactly, Sl

intrude, ‘r}BTaB’ E2&ll

adopt, 3TTATAT
excellent,RITA]IN

bitter satire, T

disappointed,l-ﬁ?l?ll I

belonging to the upper class, 3= CR
Gl

escape,dodge, dd-I
intend, SXTGT BIFTT




Multiple Choice Questions
With Answers

1. What was the intruder’s plan?

(a) to kill Gerrard and disguise
himself as Gerrard

(b) to rob Gerard
(c) to stay with Gerrard
(d) all of these
Ans : (a) to kill Gerrard and
disguise himself as Gerrard
2. Which of the following are among
the people who visit Gerrard?
(@) Milkman
(b) Postman
(c) Delivery man
(d) Newspaper boy
Ans : (a) Milkman
3. According to Gerrard ' who comes
to visit him?
(a) the banker
(b) the greengrocer
(c) the milkman
(d) all of these
Ans : (d) all of these

4. Who did Gerrard live with?
(a) his wife
(b) his son
(c) his friend

(d) alone

Ans : (d) alone

. According to Gerrard who was

luckier than most melodramatic
villains?

(a) Gerrard

(b) the intruder

(c) both (a) and (b)
(d) none of these
Ans : (b) the intruder

. What was the intruder already

wanted for?

(a) theft

(b) robbery

(c) murder

(d) kidnapping

Ans : (c) murder

.. What according to the intruder

was a dandy bus?
(a) Gerrard’s truck
(b) His car

(c) Hisvan

(d) His jeep

Ans : (b) His car

. When did the intruder enter

Gerrard’s house?
a) When he was sleeping
b) Early morning

c) When he was about to leave
his house to deliver props for
a rehearsal

d) Midnight
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Ans : ¢) When he was about to
leave his house to deliver props
for a rehearsal

Subjective Questions With
Answers

1.

“At last a sympathetic audience.”
(i) Who says this?

(ii) Why does he say it?

(iii) Is he sarcastic or serious?
Ans : (i) Gerrard says this.

(i) He says this because
the intruder becomes
sympathetic towards him.

(iii) He is sarcastic.

. Why does the intruder ‘choose

Gerrard as the man whose identity
he wants to take on?

Ans : The Intruder believed that
he was similar in build to Gerrard.
He knew how to talk like Gerrard
and by putting on Gerrard’'s
clothes and specs, he would look
like him. All this will help him to be
Vincent Charles Gerrard. Then he
will be free to move around without
being caught by the police.

. “l said it with bullets.”

(i) Who says this?
(i) What does it mean?

(iii) Is it the truth? What is the
speaker’s reason for saying
this?
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Ans :
(i) Gerrard says this.

(i) It means that when things
went wrong Gerrard used his
gun to shoot someone and
escaped from there.

(ili) No it is not the truth. The
speaker wants to save
himself from getting shot by
the intruder.

. “You’ll soon stop being smart.”

(i) Who says this?

(i) Why does the speaker say
it?

(iii) What according to the
speaker will stop Gerrard
from being smart?

Ans :
(i) The intruder says the line.

(i) he speaker says it to frighten
Gerrard.

(iii) According to the intruder,
Gerrard would stop being
smart once he knew what
was going to happen to him.
The intruder’'s plan was to
kill Gerard and take over his
identity. He felt that when
Gerrard would know this, he
would stop being smart and
start getting scared.



5.

6.

“They can’t hang me twice.”
(i) Who says this?

(i) Why does the speaker say
it?

Ans :
(i) The intruder says the line.

(ii) The intruder had been telling
Gerrardthathe had murdered
one man, and that he would
not shy away from murdering
him too. This is because the
police could not hang him
twice for two murders.

“This is your big surprise.”

(i) Where has this been said in
the play?

(iil) What is the surprise?

Ans :

(i)

(ii)

This has been said twice in
the play. Onthefirstoccasion,
it is spoken by the intruder
while revealing his plan to
kill Gerrard. Secondly, it is
spoken by Gerrard before he
reveals his fictitious identity
to the intruder.

The intruder’'s surprise is
his plan to kill Gerrard and
take on his identity to lead a
secure and hassle-free life.
Whereas, Gerrard’s surprise
is his fictitious identity, his
way of refraining the intruder
from Killing him.
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