CHAPTER

03

The Little Girl

General Introduction:

The writer Katherine Mansfield wishes
to tell us that children share a very
deep bond of love with their parents.
Although young children do not feel
that their parents love and care for
them because they are strict, and to
them, many of their parents’ actions
appear unfair.

Through the little girl, the writer wants
to portray the bond of love and care
between the parents and their children.

About the Author:

Katherine Mansfield (1888-1923) is
New Zealand’s most internationally
famous author. She was a writer of
short stories, poetry, articles, journals,
and reviews, and changed the way the
short story was written in the English
language. She was a rebel and a
modernist who lived her short life of 34
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years to the full. Before dying at the
age of thirty-four she had achieved a
reputation as one of the most talented
writers of the ' modern short story.

Short-Stummary:

Kezia was a little girl who lived with her
mother, herfatherand hergrandmother.
She was afraid of her father and used
to avoid him. She used to feel relieved
on seeing her father going to his office.
Kezia was so afraid of her father
that she stuttered in front of him. He
appeared to her as a harsh, rude and
critical human being. Her Grandmother
wanted her to understand her parents
better, and would ask her to go to the
drawing room to chat with her parents.
But she found them indifferent towards
her.

One day Grandmother suggested that
she should prepare a pin cushion for
her father’s birthday. Kezia stitched




the three sides of the pin cushion
casing. Now she wanted to stuff it with
something. In her mother’s room on
the bed table, she found many sheets
of fine paper. She tore them off into
small pieces, filled the pin cushion and
stitched the fourth side. By mistake
she had used the very papers, which
contained her father’s very important
speech for the Port Authority. Though
she accepted her mistake and tried to
explain the reasons behind it, her father
was too angry to listen to anything
and punished her with a bashing of
the ruler on her palms. She failed to
understand the punishment meted out
to her when she had already accepted
her mistake. Bitterly she said, ‘Why did
God make fathers for 7’

One evening, she saw Mr. McDonald
playing with his five children, laughing
and enjoying with them. This convinced
Kezia that all fathers are not alike.
Some are loving and caring like Mr.
McDonald and some are cruel like her
father.

But soon, her attitude towards her
father also changed. One day, her
mother had to be taken to the hospital
and her grandmother accompanied
her. Kezia was left alone in the house
with the cook. The day was fine. But the
night was a different issue. She woke
up in the middle of the night screaming
as she had a horrible nightmare. She
was weeping out of fear. When she

opened her eyes, she saw her father
beside her bed. He carried her to his
bedroom, and made her warm and
comfortable on his bed. Father told
her to rub her feet with his legs and
set them warm. She felt very safe and
comfortable with him.

It was then she realized that her father
was not a giant after all. She could also
sense that he loved and cared for her
in his own way. She realized that he
had to work the whole day to provide
for his family and was too tired by the
evening to play with her.
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Upset = sad = I&, TRIMT;
feelings = emotions = HIIAIT ;
echo = sound = J3TdIvT ;

figure = form = Wﬁ[ ;

avoid = keep away = X Xg-l ;
casual = informal = 3MUATRS ;
respond = answer = 3N ST ;
relief = comfort = NTgd ;
slippers — a type of shoe =dWT ;
terrify = frighten = TYIUIT BT ;
stutter = stammer = g h Il

Properly = in a right manner = SICE!
S ;
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wretched = unhappy = gzﬁﬂ ;
brink = the extreme edge = FeRRTI ;

suicide = to kill oneself stretched =
SITHZ AT hNAT ;

out = lay comfortably = aﬂg’Sﬂ it

snore = Dbreathe noisily while
sleeping = WRTS 9= |

Double cotton = double stitch = G181
CINI

stitch = sew = 9T ;

scraps = small unwanted pieces =
HAN ;

stuff = fill tightly with = 4 9= ;
search = look for=; instant = moment=
Yel ;

dragged = pulled = gI<T ;

pace = walk to and fro = T8ADHIHI
‘hNHT ;

shadowed = closed = 9¢ ;

pattern = Structure = 14T |

This content has been designed by
the experts keeping in mind the exam
score. Go through The Little Girl
Word Meaning and add highest value
to your studies. Rock = sway to and

fro = M —UIw &= a1 f&ar ;
clung= to hold tightly = frae a1 |
upset = worried = IR ; tag = name
ofasport=W@?frEb—[~_ﬂF; hose =
flexible tube of rubber etc. = Xds 3nfe
CARCEI] §§ KEIRI <49 ; nightmare
= terrible dream = g : XdU] ; grannie
grandmother = ETa! | Dreadful
terrible = ¥HIHdH ; passage =
corridor =7{eTIRT & tuck up = pull the
bedclothes up round and under the
mattress = ]%‘\’\_-I?ﬁ?j,ﬂTé_flT ; shuggle
= lie or get close to =HcCHX ol SITT
g7 S ST ; funny = strange = 3TFIRAT
; stir = move = RSkl —goll; sigh=a
deep breath = 318 AT |
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WORDS

Casual
Respond
Glad

Carriage

Fainter
Patriarch

Boots

Drawing-room

Terrifying
Stutter
Intimidating
Validation
Wretched

Brink of suicide

Yawn

Self conscious

Cautious
Rectify
Stretched

Snoring

Gravely
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MEANINGS

Relaxed and normal
To reply back

Very happy

A vehicle that is mostly drawn by
horses

Becoming mild or dim
A male who is the head of the family

Atype of footwear that reaches above
the ankle

A hall or main‘'room where guests are
entertained

Scary

To have difficulty in speaking
To have a fearful approach
To seek appreciation

In a bad form

About to end one’s life

Involuntarily opening one’s mouth
due to feeling sleepy

Becoming more aware of one’s
actions

Very careful
To make things right

To push out arms and legs in order to
rest

To breathe noisily when one is asleep

Seriously




22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30

31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39

40

41

42
43
44
45
46

Rapport
Pin-cushion
Laboriously
Sew

Scraps
Hesitant
Consequence

Dragged

Damned thing

Ruler
Palms
Hot-headed person

Wrapped

Rocking-chair
Hanky
Fence

Flower-beds

Tag

Hose

Nightmare
Whisper
Butcher
Dreadful

Passage

A friendly relationship

A cushion in which pins are stuck
Working hard

To stitch two pieces of cloth

Tiny bits of paper or cloth

Slow to take a step

The result of doing something

To pull someone/something with
force or difficulty

Slang for showing annoyance or
dislike

A measuring scale

The open area of the hand

Angry person

To put a cover over

Clung To hold onto

A chair that moves to and fro
Handkerchief

A boundary to separate two houses

A piece of the garden where flowers
are grown

A game where people try to catch
each other

A long tube through which water can
flow

An unpleasant dream

To talk slowly

A person who cuts or sells meat
Worse

The way that leads to a room
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47 Tucked up To pull the bed covers over someone

48 Snuggled To get comfortable with another
person

49 Crept Get closer slowly

50 Breadwinner One who earns for the family

One day Kezia's mom fellill.

.

Fearful beginning
She and Kezia's grandmother

.

Morning Steps of her dad growing louder

went to stay at the hospital )

Kezia's nightmare came true
She and her dad were left Katherine Mansfield
alone in the house (1888-1923)

.

+ Asweet, little, innocent girl full with Her father enters the room and gives a casual kiss

childishness
+ Afraid of her Father but loved him

.

Afterwards her father would leave the room

Greatest relief to hear the steps growing fainter

+ Misunderstood her father completely \
and didn't know his condition
4 )
+ The sound of her dad returning terrified kezia
. . . Auth + He ordered his cup of tea and slippers and Kezia
o A car|rr1£g, loving, honest, strict and Kezia's uthor pulled his boots off
T(uppo t}:ve dition of Kezia's dad Nightmare Evening | + Heinquired about his papers
| e e condionerferaE @ Rou’(:\“e P | . - Asked Kezia about her behaviour throughout the day
+ Shestood blank due to fear, threatened her by the
K Abusy and hardworking man \ name of doctor
+ Required a lot of rest + Heasked Kezia's mom about teaching her not to be
N Characters think of suicide
+ Looked very harsh at the surface but Kezia Dad \_
was very gentle and loving at heart. Sketch
o N d his | h
cler eipressec s e mic + Grandmother encouraged Kezia to interact with her

K In terms of Kezia he was a harsh giay

On parents

,&é Sundays | « But her dad was sleeping and her mom was reading
+ She sat on the stool near her father but didn't speak
/- A mature and understanding adultof\ THE LITTLE —> an;thing dueeto fZar carnertather b didt spe
the house G | RL

. Her dad got irritated by seeing her stare at her
+ Never argued her son but saved Kezia

He called her 'Little Brown Owl'
. J

+ Encouraged them to make their
relationship better

/ Kezia's neighbour \

Had 5 children

4 )
On encouragement from her grandmother Kezia
made a pin cushion as a gift

.

She took some paper which were lying on the table

]
+ Very playful and loving -E" o But urr;knv:\;vinily IZez(;a took papers that were very
+ InKezia's opinion he was a good 4 Dad's Bi impo fan or her da )

father unlike hers (until she realized _&’ s Bll’thday + That night there was a hue and cry in the house

her father's condition) = «  After questioning everyone, mom asked her; She told
+ She wanted her dad to be as Mr. the truth innocently

.

She wept all the time but was dragged down to her
dad without any sympathy.

\ Macdonald / p v .

Alice (the cook) put Kezia to Kezia's bed as usual. Later, her dad beat her with a ruler quite harshly
Kezia was scared because she had a lot of nightmares without knowing the reason

Generally in such case her grannie would take her to bed but today there
was no grannie

.

But that night the usual nightmare came 'The Nightmare of the Butcher'

She crept closer to him and snuggled her head on his shirt.

Her father comforted her half asleep

She had a funny feeling and realized her dad's condition
She told her dad that he had a big heart and laughed.
She woke and saw her dad who slept next to her.

This improved their relationship , love and affection towards each other.
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1.

3.

MCQ Questions:

The pin-cushion gift was made of
a beautiful piece of

(a) Blue silk
(b) Pink silk
(c) Orange silk
(d) Yellow silk

Answer: (d) Yellow silk

. When Kezia’s father arrived in the

room with a ruler, she went hiding
(@) Under the bed

(b) Inside the storeroom

(c) Inthe garage

(d) Under the bedclothes
Answer: (d) Underthe bedclothes
What did the grandmother give to
Kezia when she was sobbing?
(a) Aclean hanky

(b) A chocolate

(c) Anice cream

(d) Atoy

Answer: (a) A clean hanky

In the end, Kezia felt that

(@) Her grandmother had a big
heart

(b) Her father had a big heart

(c) Her mother had a beautiful
smile

(d) Her mother had a big heart

8.

Answer: (b) Her father had a big
heart

Kezia was beaten up with a ruler
by her father because

(a) She failed in her exam

(b) She disagreed to sleep alone
(c) Shewenttoice cream parlour

(d) She torn down the papers of
her father’s speech

Answer: (d) She torn down the
papers of her father’s speech
The butcher in Kezia’s nightmare
had a

(a) Wide smile

(b) Dreadful smile

(c) Long hands

(d)- Big toes

Answer: (b) Dreadful smile
Kezia’s father could not play
because

(a) He was a giant

(b) He was old

(c) He was too tired after work
(d) He had no holidays
Answer: (c) He was too tired
after work

Whenever Kezia’'s father came
back from office, Kezia was

(a) Help up with fear
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(b) Filled up with happiness (a) Going to school
(c) Felt excited (b) Having nightmares
(d) Felt sleepy (c) Visiting doctor
Answer: (a) Help up with fear (d) None of the above

_ Answer: (b) Having nightmares
9. Kezia snuggled her head under

(a) The pillow 13. Why was Kezia left at home alone

with her cook?
(b) The blanket
(@) Her mother and grandmother

went for fishing

(d) Her grandmother’s arm (b) Her mother and grandmother
Answer: (c) Her father’s arm went to the hospital

(c) They went to the countryside

(c) Her father’s arm

10. Kezia’s father took his child in his

(@) Arms (d) There. went to a family

function
(b) Lap Answer: (b) Her mother and
(c) Car grandmother went to the hospital
(d) None of the above 14. The father who lived next door of
Answer: (a) Arms Kezia’s would
11. What nightmare did Kezia have? (a) Water his plants

b) S k il
(a) A giant with a knife (b) Speak angrily

(b) A butcher with a knife and
rope (d)
Answer: (d) Play and laugh

(c) Make barbeque
Play and laugh

(c) An accident across the

countryside 15. Kezia saw these children playing
(d) A dreadful smile of the (a) Tag
Macdonalds

Answer: (b) A butcher with a
knife and rope

(b) Hide and seek
(c) Football
(d) Badminton

12. Kezia was scared of Answer: (a) Tag

16. Why did Kezia tear the papers?
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17.

18.

19.

(a)
(b)
(c) to fill the cushion
(d) all

Answer: (c) to fill the cushion

to play

to clean her room

What would Kezia find her mother
doing on Sunday afternoons in
the drawing room?

(a) talking to her father

(b) busy in her work

(c) reading

(d) nothing

Answer: (c) reading

Why did grandmother send Kezia

to her father in the drawing room
Sunday?

(a)

to make her comfortable with
her father

to make her understand her
father better

(b)

(c) to help her have a nice talk
with him

(d) all

Answer: (d) all

What did Kezia think of her father
when he used to yawn?

(@) she compared
Mr.Macdonald

him to

(b) she compared him to god

(c) She compared him to a giant

20.

21.

22.

23.

(d) None
Answer: (c) She compared him

to a giant

How did the little girl feel when
her father looked at her from the
spectacles?

(@) happy
(b) dancing
(c) joyful

(d) terrified

Answer: (d) terrified

Why did Kezia startfeeling lonely?
(a) because of her father

(b) herfather scolded her

(c) -because her mother fell sick
(d) None

Answer: (c) because her mother
fell sick

Where were the two girls hanging?
(a) on Macdonald’s shoulders
(b) on Macdonald’s arms

(c) on Macdonald’s coat pockets
(d) None

Answer: (c) on Macdonald’s coat

pockets

What was Mcdonald playing with
his children?

(a) rugby
(b) chess
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24.

25.

26.

27.

(c) cricket
(d) Tag
Answer: (d) Tag

Who was Mcdonald?
(a) Kezia’s uncle

(b) Kezia’s teacher

(c) Kezia’s grandfather
(d) Kezia’s neighbor

Answer: (d) Kezia’s neighbour

What did Kezia think of her father?
(a) heis a very good father

(b) he loves children

(c) heis very harsh

(d) all

Answer: (c) he is very harsh
What did Kezia's - mother ask her
to make?

(@) chapati

(b) snacks

(c) a gift of pin cushion

(d) none

Answer: (c) a gift of pin cushion
What did Kezia’s father do on
Sundays?

(a) heused to have sound sleep
to take rest.

(b) he went for movies

(c) he used to visit his friends
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28.

29.

30.

(d) gossip

Answer: (a) he used to have
sound sleep to take rest.

What did Kezia’s father do before
going to his office?

(a) went to the temple

(b) touched his mother’s feet

(c) took a walk

(d) he used to kiss Kezia before
going to the office.

Answer: (d) he used to kiss Kezia
before going to the office.

Why does grandmother ask the
little girl to make a present for her
father?

(a) his'birthday was approaching
next week

(b) he was going on a tour

(c) his anniversary was coming
(d) he was going to retire
Answer: (a) his birthday was
approaching next week

In the end, Kezia felt that:

(@) Her grandmother had a big
heart

(b) Her father had a big heart

(c) Her mother had a beautiful
smile

(d) Her mother had a big heart
Answer: (b) Her father had a big



heart

Short Answer Questions:

Answer the following questions in one
or two sentences.

1.

Why was Kezia afraid of her
father?

Ans. Kezia was afraid of her
father because he was strict. He
stared at her and even gave her
physical punishment. Instead of
the love and affection that Kezia
sought from her father, he gave
her scoldings which instilled a
fear in her mind. Her father’s giant
structure also terrified little Kezia.

. Who were the people in Kezia’s

family?

Ans. In all there were four
members in Kezia’s family — her
strict father, her stern mother, a
loving grandmother and Kezia
herself.

. What was Kezia’s father’s

routine
(i) before going to his office?

(ii) after coming back from his
office?

(iii) on Sundays?
Ans.

Before going to the office, Kezia’s
father would visit Kezia in her

room, give her a kiss and then
leave for work in his carriage.

i) After coming back from the office
in the evening, Kezia’s father
would order tea to be brought
for him in the drawing room. He
would order for his slippers and
the newspapers in a loud voice.

iii) On Sunday afternoons, he would
stretch out on the sofa, his
handkerchief on his face, his feet
on one of the best cushions, and
would sleep soundly and snore.

4. In what ways _did Kezia’'s
grandmother encourage her to
get to know her father better?

Ans. Kezia’s grandmother
wanted Kezia to have a strong
bond of love and affection with
her parents. In order to develop
that, she encouraged Kezia to
go downstairs every Sunday
afternoon to spend time with her
parents and to get to know them
better.

Long Answer questions:

Discuss these questions in class
with your teacher and then write
down your answers in two or three
paragraphs each.

1. Kezia’s efforts to please her
father resulted in displeasing
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him very much.How did this
happen?

Ans. Kezia was at home as
she was down with a fever. Her
grandmother suggested that she
make a surprise gift for her father
as his birthday was approaching.
Kezia and her grandmother
planned that Kezia would make
a pin cushion for him and her
grandmother gave her a piece of
yellow—coloured silk fabric for it.
Kezia stitched the cushion from
three sides and was looking for
pieces of torn cloth or paper to
stuff into the cushion.

As her grandmother was out in
the garden, the innocent child
reached her parents’ room. She
found a heap of paper lying on the
bed table, tore the sheets of paper
into tiny bits and-stuffed it into
the cushion. Kezia was glad that
finally, the surprise gift was ready
but, in fact she had committed
a serious mistake. of destroying
her father’s speech that he had
prepared for the Port Authority.

Kezia’'s father was angry with
her and wanted to teach her an
important lesson, not to touch
anything that did not belong to
her. So, he hit Kezia’s palms with
a ruler to teach her a lesson.
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2. Kezia decides that there are

“different kinds of fathers”. What
kind of father was Mr Macdonald,
and how was he different from
Kezia’s father?

Ans. Mr Macdonald, Kezia’'s next
door neighbour had five children.
Kezia often saw them playing in
the garden.

One day, she peeped through a
gap in the fence and saw them
having fun. Baby Mao was sitting
on Mr Macdonald’s shoulders, his
two daughters stuck to his coat’s
pockets and they ran all around the
flower beds, laughing and having
fun..His sons opened the hose on
him and he tried to catch them.

This fun scene made her conclude
that there were different kinds
of fathers. Mr Macdonald was
different from her father. He was
not strict, played with his children
and they laughed all the while.

On the other hand, Kezia’s father
was always angry at her. He
remained busy with work and
later, was so tired that he slept
most of the time. He stared at her,
scolded her for stammering and
being silly.

His strict nature made Kezia
wonder what for had God made
fathers.




3. How does Kezia begin to see
her father as a human being
who needs her sympathy?

Ans. One day, Kezia’s mother
was taken ill and went to the
hospital. Grandmother too
accompanied her. Kezia was left
alone with the cook, Alice, to look
after her. At night, Alice put Kezia
to bed but Kezia was reluctant to
sleep without her grandmother
as she would go to her in case
she got scared by a nightmare.
Alice put Kezia to sleep all alone
and ordered her not to scream
and disturb her father who was
asleep in the next room. But
she was again bothered by the
nightmare of a butcher with a
knife, a rope and a dreadful smile.

Kezia screamed and called her
grandmother. Upon hearing her
screams, her father woke up. He
was holding a candle and lifted
Kezia in his arms. He took her to
his room and comforted her. He
lay Kezia in his bed and told her
to rub her feet against his legs to
make them warm. Kezia felt his
affection and snuggled towards
him. At that moment, Kezia
realized that her father worked
really hard and was a tired poor
man who needed sympathy and
concern. There was no one to look
after him. Although he was big and
not as soft as his grandmother,
Kezia realized that he loved her,
and she had affection for him.

Rain on the Roof by Coates Kinney

About The Poet:

Coates Kinney was an American
lawyer, poet, politician-and journalist.
He was born in 1826 and has
contributed several poems to the world
of literature.

Summary:

In this poem, the poet says that when
the humid shadows drift (here, ‘humid
shadows’ means dark clouds full of

water). He says that when the sky is
full of dark clouds which have moisture,
and are full of water and are about to
bring rain. Further, when these clouds
float around the sky over the starry
spheres (refers to the sky at night time
that is full of stars).

Then, huge clouds that are full of
moisture move around in the sky.

And the raindrops that seem like a
tear falling from the sky wipe the sad

darkness of the night. Moreover, the
JEPC Reference Book for Free Distribution : 2022-23

The Little Girl




poetis comparing the raindrops to tears
as to him the dark sky seems very sad.
Also, it appears as if it is weeping and
the raindrops are the tears shed by it.
He further adds that it is like a blessing
to lie on the bed in his room. And listen
to the sound made by raindrops falling
on the roof.

In the next part, the poet expresses his
feelings when he hears the raindrops
falling on the roof of his house. Poet
says that every tinkle on the shingles
has an echo in the heart. Whenever he
hears raindrops falling on the rooftop
its sound repeats in his heart and in his
dreams. Further, he has many different
and fantastic imaginations. Also, the
falling drops of rain on the rooftops
creates many new different dreams in
his mind. For instance, he recollects
many memories of -the past which
come back into his mind as dreams.
Hence, he listens to the patter of the
rain upon the roof, he has many new
dreams in his mind. And his memories
of the past come back in the form of
dreams.

In the last stanza, the poet introduces
his mother and says that he is dreaming
of his mother. In the previous stanza,
rain brings memories of the past. They
were the memory of his mother who is
no longer alive. Long ago, his mother
used to love him a lot and consider
him a darling. Also, she would let him

sleep until daybreak and have sweet
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dreams. As he listens to the song
made by the raindrops falling on the
rooftop of his room he feels that his
mother is looking at him. Moreover,
the sound of rain makes him correlate
his past with his present. That's the
reason he was so moved by the sound
of the raindrops on the shingles of his
room. Every time he hears this sound
it brings back memories of the past as
he reminds of his mother.
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Humid = damp = el ;
hover = float in the air = hsthsIHl ;

starry = full of stars =dRi 9 qUT ;
sphere = the heavens = 3R ;

melancholy =sadness =33|?4|H‘3i ;

patter = a tapping noise = ©h — Ch
BT TR |

Tinkle = soft ringing sound = HER 8ol
—AT 37T ;

shingles = wooden tiles used on roof
= Bd R o3 S dlell ddsl &I
BT (W) ;

echo = reflection of sound = T:L\_rr ;

fancies = imaginations = % c4-IV ;

woof = cloth = 1T, 9 |

Key Words:

1. Humid: something which is full of
moisture.

2. ‘shadows’ refers to the moisture
laden clouds which cast a shadow
on the earth.

3. hover: Move around something
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10.

1.
12.
13.
14.
15.

16.

17.

. Cottage chamber

. shingles:

melancholy: sad
bliss: Happiness

patter: sound of raindrops falling
on the roof.

means the

bedroom.

. tinkle: short, light ringing sound

rectangular wooden

tiles used on roofs
echo: repeated sound

woof: weft, i.e. the thread woven
across the loom

patter: sound of raindrops falling
on the roof

‘busy being’ refers to human
beings and here, the poet is
referring to himself

ere: old poetic word for ‘before’
dawn: day break
list: old poetic word for’ listen’

refrain: a repeated part of a song
or a poem; here, the sound of the
rain

Short Answer Questions:

1.

What do the following phrases
mean to you? Discuss in class.
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. humid shadows

starry spheres
what a bliss

a thousand dreamy fancies into
busy being start

a thousand recollections weave
their air-threads into woof

Answer:

1.

. A thousand dreamy

Humid shadows: These are the
shadows of different things which
become wet ‘during the rainy
season.

Starry. spheres: The area where
stars appear in a group in the sky.

What a bliss: The poet feels happy
when he listens to the rain drops.

fancies
into busy being start: The poet
starts recollecting the past and
finds himself lost in reveries and
dreams in the rainy weather.

A thousand recollections weave
their air-threads into woof: The
poet recollects hundreds of
memories in the rainy season.
They weave a weft with the help
of air-threads.

. What does the poet like to do

when it rains?



Answer: When it rains the poet
wants to lie on bed in a cottage
and listen to the pitter-patter
sound of the rain.

. What is the single major memory

that comes to the poet’'s mind?
Who are the “darling dreamers”
he refers to?

Answer: The poet’s mother is the
single major memory that comes
to his mind. ‘Darling dreamers’
are those ‘kids’ who remember
their mothers like the poet.

Is the poet now a child? Is his
mother still alive?

Answer: No, the poet is not a
child. His mother is no more. But
her memories still haunt him.

Long Answer Questions:

1.

When you were a young child, did
your mother tuck you in, as the
poet’s mother did?

Answer: Yes, my mother used
to tuck me in when I'was a child.
Whenever | said that | could not
do some work, she embraced me
and took me in her lap to get that
work done. She used to feel sad
and dejected if | was involved in
any mishap.

Do you like rain? What do you do
when it rains steadily or heavily

as described in the poem?

Answer: Yes, | like rain and prefer
to take a bath in the rain for some
time. But when it rains heavily, |
stay inside and enjoy the beauty
of nature.

. Does everybody have a cosy bed

to lie in when it rains? Look around
you and describe how different
kinds of people or animals spend
time, seek shelter, etc. during
rain.

Answer: No, everybody is not so
fortunate to have a cosy bed to lie
in when it rains. There are some
people who live at the railway
platforms and bus terminal. They
don’t even have a bed sheet, what
to talk of comfortable beds.
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