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Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul
Kalam(1931-2015), who served
as the 11th President of India from
2002 to 2007, was a renowned
Indian aerospace scientist and
statesman. He was born and
brought up in Rameswaram,
Tamilnadu. He was a significant
believer of ‘Simple Living High
Thinking’.

Introduction

“My Childhood” is ‘an excerpt
from A. P. J. Abdul Kalam’s
autobiography. “Wings of Fire”. It
gives a brief but  vivid account
of Kalam’s early years. In this
chapter = Kalam speaks about
the people, the events and the
experiences during his childhood
which moulded his later life.

CHAPTER

06

My Childhood.....

A. P. J. Abdul Kalam

1 Sammary of the chapter

A P J Abdul Kalam was born in a
middle-class Tamil family in 1931
inthe island town of Rameswaram,
Tamil Nadu. In his childhood,
he was greatly influenced by his
parents, his teachers, and his
friends. His father, Jainulabdeen,
was not highly educated but he
was a generous and kind person.
He was not rich but provided a
secure childhood to Abdul and his
siblings. Abdul inherited honesty
and self-discipline from his father,
and faith in goodness and deep
kindness from his mother.

Kalam earned his first wages
by working as a helping hand
to his cousin, Samsuddin,
who distributed newspapers in
Rameswaram. In his childhood,
he had three close friends-
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Ramanadha Sastry, Aravindam,
and Sivaprakash. Once when he
was in the fifth standard, a new
teacher asked him not to sit in
the front row along with the high
caste Brahmin boys. Abdul found
Ramanadha Sastry weeping as
he went to the last row. This made
a lasting impression on Abdul.

Abdul was also greatly influenced
by his science teacher,
Sivasubramania lyer. He learned
the lesson of breaking social
barriers from him. lyer invited him
to his home for a meal. His wife
refused to serve food to a Muslim
boyin herpurekitchen. lyer served
him with his own hands and sat
down beside him to eat his meal.
He convinced his wife to serve
the meal with her-own hands and
thus was successful in changing
her conservative attitude.

For higher education, Abdul
Kalam sought permission from his
father to leave Rameswaram and
study at the district headquarters
in Ramanathapuram. His father
said that Abdul had to go a long
way in_life just like a seagull
bird that flies long distances. He
calmed down Abdul's reluctant
mother by quoting Kahlil Gibran’s
poem “Your children are not your
children. They are the sons and

daughters of Life’s longing for
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itself. They come through you but
not from you. You may give them
your love but not your thoughts.
For they have their own thoughts.”

GEEEGETED
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1 Important Word Notes

Words
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Kalam was born in 1931

wants to go to Ramanathapuram elected the 11th President in Tamilnadu.

After The Second World War, he A P ) Abdul Kalam was
for higher studies. of India.

All the three friends
belonged to the orthodox
Brahmin family.

Jainulabdeen was his
father and Ashiamma was
his mother.

My Childhood
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The whole family lived
in an ancestral house.

Inherited honesty and
self-discipline from his father;
faith in goodness and
deep kindness from his mother.

Kalam collects newspapers from
the morning trains, earns
an anna per day.

ah
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Multiple Choice Questions With
Answers

1. What bedtime stories did Abdul’'s
mother and grandmother tell the
children of the family?

(a) Ramayana

(b) Mahabharatha

(c) Life of the Prophet
(d) Both (a) and (c)

Ans : (d) Both (a) and (c)

2. Abdul’'s friend
became

Sivapraasan

(a) Ateaching assistant
(b) A newspaper distributor
(c) A scientist

(d) Catering contractor of
Southern Railways

Ans: (d) Catering contractor of
Southern Railways
3. The science teacher promoted
(a) A sense of religious unity
(b) Hatred
(c) Luxury and comfort
(d) Oppression of poor
Ans : (a) Asense of religious unity

4. Abdul’s father
higher studies

Abdul for

(a) Encouraged

(b) Restricted
(c) Gave money
(d) Didn’t support

Ans : (a) Encouraged

. Abdul Kalam took his father’s

permission to study at the
headquarters of

(a) Rameswaram

(b) Kanyakumari

(c) Ramanathapuram
(d) Kochi

Ans : (c) Ramanathapuram

. When Sivasubramania lyerinvited

Abdul for the second time

(a) ~His wife took Abdul to the
kitchen and served him food

(b) His wife asked him to go
outside the house

(c) Abdul was deeply
disappointed

(d) Abdul refused to accept the
invitation

Ans : (a) His wife took Abdul to
the kitchen and served him food

. Who was Sivasubramania lyer ?

(a) Abdul Kalam’s new teacher
in 5th standard

(b) Abdul Kalam’s  science
teacher

(c) Both (A) and (b)
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8.

9.

10.

(d) None of the above

Ans : (b) Abdul Kalam’s science
teacher

Which symbol represented Abdul
Kalam as a Muslim boy?

(@) He spoke Urdu

(b) he wore black clothes

(c) he wore a cap

(d) all of the above

Ans : (c) he wore a cap

Where was Kalam’s house?

(@) near a cinema hall

(b) near a park

(c) on a mosque street

(d) none of the above

Ans : (c) on a mosque street
Why did Kalam’s father say Khali

Gibran’s words: Your children are
not...?

(a) to boast

(b) to ask his wife not to stop
their young son from going
out

(c) to be generous
(d) all of the above

Ans : (b) to ask his wife not to
stop their young son from going
out
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Subjective Questions with
Answers

1.

What do you think Dinamani is the
name of? Give a reason for your
answer.

Ans : Dinamani is the name of a
newspaper. Abdul Kalam attempts
to trace the news of The Second
World War in the headlines of this
newspaper.

Who were Abdul Kalam’s school
friends? What ~did they Ilater
become?

Ans
Aravindan

Ramanadha  Sastry,

and Sivaprakasan
were his school friends.
Ramanadha Sastry became
a priest of the Rameswaram
temple. Aravindam went into the
business of arranging transport
for visiting pilgrims. Sivaprakash
became a catering contractor for
the Southern Railways.

How did Abdul Kalam earn his
first wages?

Ans Abdul Kalam earned
his first wages by distributing
newspapers.

Had he earned any money before
that? In what way?

Ans : Yes, he had earned money
before. He used to collect the



tamarind seeds and sell them to
a provision shop on the Mosque
Street. A day’s collection would
fetch him the princely sum of one
anna.

No Men Are Foreign

James Kirkup

Introduction

The title- ‘No men are Foreign’ means
that no men belong to another country.
The poet wants to say that all men are
the same, all men are equal. He wants
to promote the concept of universal
brotherhood. In this poem, the poet
wants to tell us that everyone in this
world is the same. All people, all men
are the same — they eat, live, die in the
same way. Everyone gets the bounties
of nature like sunshine, land etc in
equal measure. We can also say that
it is a peace poem.

Summary of the poem

Stanza 1 : The poet says.that no men
are strange, and no country is foreign.
So, he is attempting to remove the
borders from the Earth which have
been erected to separate different
countries. Then only, no country will
be foreign. We will consider every
country as our own land when there will
be no borders, everyone will be free to
move around. The poet wants to say
that the entire Earth is one and all the

people who live on this Earth belong
to one human race. Then he says that
inside the uniforms worn by soldiers of
different countries, the human being is
the same. God has made all of us in
a similar way. All breathe in the same
way. Then he says that all the soldiers
are our brothers — we all walk upon
the same ‘Mother Earth’ and upon
our death, shall lie in the grave on the
same Earth.

Stanza 2 : ‘They’ refers to those people
who belong to other countries. We
call them foreigners and- discriminate
against them and fight with them also.
The poet says that nature has given all
the bountiesto all people like he has
given to us. Everyone gets sunlight,
air and water in equal measure which
means that God does not differentiate
between people from different
countries. We all do farming during
the time of peace, when there is no
war. We live a relaxed life and eat the
things given to us by nature. Further,
he adds that the way we starve during
wars and winter time is the same for
those belonging to other countries.
They don’t get food at that time. So,
he wants to say that foreigners who
belong to another country and we,
both are the same. And then the poet
says that even though their hands are
the same as ours, they work very hard
just like we do. He is giving all these
examples to convey to the reader that
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there is no difference in us and the
people belonging to another country.

Stanza 3 : The poet asks the reader to
remember something. He says that we
should keep in mind that the people of
another country, whom we think to be
our enemies, have been bestowed by
God with similar appearance like us.
God has given them eyes like ours
which open when awake and close
when we are asleep. Similarly, he has
given them strength which we can
win through love. Then he says that
in every country, in every land there
is one common thing, that is life. Life
means all the things that are living.
And if we can recognize them and if
we can understand their feelings and
realise that they are like us, then there
will be no fights.

Stanza4: The poet says that we should
remember that whenever someone
tells us to hate a person from another
country, to think of him as our enemy,
and whenever we think someone to be
our enemy, then we deprive ourselves,
we cheat ourselves, and we condemn
ourselves. He says that we should
stay away from such negativity. We
should not consider anyone to be our
enemy. During a war, both the parties
must bear the loss. And that is why the
poet says that war is not in our favour.
He says that whenever we pick any
weapon against someone, we should

remember one thing.......
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Stanza 5 : We should keep in mind that
whenever we pick weapons against
any person, we make the Earth dirty
because weapons kill people and their
bodies which fall on the Earth make it
filthy. Whenever war happens, it leads
to a lot of bloodshed, fire and death.
These dead bodies accumulate on the
Earth and it makes it impure. The fire
of war which erupts, the smoke which
comes out, the dust which fills the
air - it is so dirty that it pollutes and
outrages the purity of the air. With all
these things the poet wants to give us
a message that we should not indulge
in war. Finally, he ends the poem by
writing the first line in reverse and
saying that Remember, no men are
foreign, . and no countries are strange.

L s e

Stanza 1 : &fd HedT e fb HIs A smeH
gl 3oy, 98 gyl | 39 it @l
BT BT IO B 8T & Sl [afi= <20
P 3T BRI P foIU 99713 75 &1 a)
Pl <9 A< T2 BT 8H 8% < Bl
YT STHIF FHSHI S DIy AT ol
B, B BIs gAT & (Y W= BT
Hfd we-1 Aredl g fb g3 gedl Udh
T 3R 39 gl U= T& aTel FHl AT
Ush A4 ST & & fhy a8 Pedar &
TS dai & 3Ie¥ SATT Tdh ST Il B




WA 7 89 F91 Bl S99 a8 997137 &
Y 3 dvE A oI &1 bR a8 Pedr
g o vt e &R WIS € - 89 94
U B ‘OR IR T & 3R AR Jog
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Stanza 2 : ‘& 39 AN B A& (TT BT
2 Sl gER <O & 21 ' S faeeh
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Stanza 4 : ®fq HeEAT B & 85 I8
Iie 9T d1feu b 519 O pIs 8H
Pt G Qa3 i 3 o e
o FedT'®, IV U1 AT FHASH
P forg; 3R o9 ot &9 Bt 7 ara=r
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I fF eA iR gE ST F AN §
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Stanza 3 : B UTGH U $B TG B
BT HEdl &l SThT ba-l & fb 88 59
g1 T &1 W1 =18y fb gar 91
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g S B, A1 89 gg & dfua
&9 a1 BRd © 89 W1 SHBT HEdl
2 b 9 Ul FpRIHSBAT A gR &1
eyl 84 Al BI UA1 g A8
ST AT J§ & SR QAT geli
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sy fb 59 Wt 89 ool aafea &
Raemp R So1d €, a &9 gt
DI ST B © R SR AT B
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Important Word Notes

Words MeanNs"I
Aware cious,
harvest ping corn Q

K
starve unger
recognise now EEEINEI

to put out of
possession,

JNIHR Had
BN AT

Disposseb
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betray To cheat, &l
< T

condemn criticise,  far

Defile To make dirty,
to pollute, N

Strange Unusual,

Peaceful Calm,

Multiple Choice Questions With
Anhswers

1. What does the title of the poem
convey?

(a) all the people belong to the
same earth

(b) people belong to one country

(c) all people should live in one
country

(d) none
Ans: (a) all the people belong to

the same earth

2. “To hate our brothers,...” Who are

“brothers” here?

(a) Fellow citizens

(b) Poet’s acquaintances

(c) Natives of Ireland

(d) People from other countries

(d) People from other
countries




3. Beneath all uniforms, a single

6.

breathes.
(a) Body
(b) Head
(c) Heart
(d) Nose
Ans : (c) Heart

. What should be discouraged

according to the poem?

(a) the practice of love and
brotherhood

(b) equality

(c) ill practice of hatred and
discrimination

(d) None

Ans : (c) ill practice of hatred and
discrimination

. Who is the poet of the poem ‘No

Men Are Foreign’?

(@) James Kirkup

(b) W B Yeats

(c) Robert Frost

(d) Phoebe Cary

Ans : (a) James Kirkup

What are. we doing to human
earth?

(a) defiling

(b) saving

(c) decorating

(d) sustaining

Ans : (a) defiling

. They have — like ours that wake.

(a) Eyes

(b) Hair

(c) Dream

(d) Legs

Ans : (a) Eyes

Subjective Questions With
Answers

1. What message does the poet

want to convey?

Ans : The poet wants to say that
there should be no discrimination
between people on the basis
of their appearance, religion or
region. It is inhuman to tease
one because of one’s different
background. The poet wants that
the people should discourage this
malpractice and love their fellow
human beings from the bottom of
their heart.

. How does the poet prove that

there are no foreign countries?

Ans : The poet proves it with the
help of nature. Everyone shares
the same sun, earth and air. They
have the same body structure
and its functioning elements. So
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there should be no biased attitude
towards anyone.

. How are we responsible for war?

Ans : Everyone is responsible
for war. If we start hating our
brethren, we will become the
cause of tension. And the tension
is converted into war one day. So
nobody should hate and despise
anyone. Our biased and impolite
behaviour towards fellow human
beings becomes the cause of
unnecessary wars.
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4. How do we defile and outrage the

‘human earth’ that is ours?

Ans : Hate breeds hatred. Narrow
ideas pollute and defile this earth
which belongs to all mankind.
‘Hells of fire and dust’ are our
own creations. They pollute and
outrage the ‘innocence of air that
is our own’. We should remember
that the mother earth belongs to
all lands and all people.




